THURSDAYS 
Steak Night £10 
FRIDAYS 
Fish Night £6 
SATURDAY 23 FEB 
Italian Night 
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Support your Butchers 
& Local Produce Provider 

See feature on pages 16-19 


BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL 

BUILDING EXCELLENCE 

AWARDS 2013 (pages 23 - 27 ) 


Tenovus volunteers’ farewell to Sharonmarie 


Volunteers from the Tenovus charity shop in 
Cowbridge descended on the Duke of 
Wellington last Friday to give their shop man¬ 
ager, Sharonmarie Salthouse, a grand send off 
as she heads to the north-west of England. 

Sharonmarie told The GEM: “It was fantastic 
that so many of volunteers came along, and they 
made the evening really special. ” 

Sharonmarie’s partner is moving back north for 
business reasons, and the move means that she will 
be reunited with family, her sister and daughter, 
who live in Blackpool and Manchester. 

She has been manager of the shop for two years, 
and told The GEM: “I have had a really fantastic 
time here and have made so many friends. Working 
with Linda Thomas, my assistant manager, has 
been special and I will always have a place in my 
heart for Tenovus. ” 

As a Welsh charity, Tenovus does not have a pres¬ 
ence in the north-west, and Sharonmarie said: “I 
won’t be looking to work for another charity. I want 
to stay loyal to Tenovus! I’ll be a housewife until I 
get bored with it - which should be about a week!” 

She added: “I would like to thank the Duke of 
Wellington for putting on such a lovely buffet, and 
for all the support it has offered. Finally, I want the 
thank the reporters on The GEM, and photographer 
Mike Wilcock, for all the publicity they have given 



Council 

storm! 

THERE were heated 
exchanges at a meet¬ 
ing of Cowbridge 
with Llanblethian 
Town Council on 
Tuesday (February 
19). 

The cause of the row 
was a recent column in 
The GEM, written by 
the Mayor, Coun 
Nicola Thomas. 

Some of her fellow 
councillors reacted 
angrily to her remarks 
in the column, about 
the abandonment of a 
plan, championed by 
the mayor, to upgrade 
facilities at the town 
hall. 

Coun Thomas 
defended herself vigor¬ 
ously against accusa¬ 
tions that she had mis¬ 
led the public. 

(See page 3 for 
a full report). 


Support Marie Curie 
and enjoy a 

St David’s Day Dinner 

at 

w€5c Uouje 

COUN'OCf 1?CT02 j 



‘Taste of Wales’ 

3 Course Dinner 

All food sourced and foraged locally. 

£20 per person 

Plus a charity auction on the night. 
Hospice Daffodil Day Appeal. 
Proceeds raised go to the Marie Curie 

Always a popular choice... 

Sunday Lunches 
Mothers’ Day - 10th March 


To book your table, contact 

01446 792406 


TWO OUT OF THREE AIN’T BAD!’ 

Llancarfan and 
Llanfair schools 
sqfejrom closure 


% Garden & Landscaping Services 

Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 



www.westhouse-hotel.co.uk 

enq@westhouse-hotel.co.uk 

West Street, 
Llantwit 
Major 




Award 

Winning 

Project 


www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

• Block Paved & Resin Driveways • Patios 
1 Fencing • Decking • Walling 
• Water Features/Ponds # ’ 

• Turfing 



THE PRIMARY 
schools in Llancarfan 
and Llanfair are safe 
and will not be closed, 
but Oakfield in Barry 
will have to wait and 
see, writes Philip 
Irwin. 

After a quite extraor¬ 
dinary week when the 
potential headline for this 
piece went from 
‘Promising news for 
threatened schools’ to 
‘Good News for threat¬ 
ened schools’ - finally 
there came a series of 
statements from the Vale 
Council that can only be 
interpreted as a removal 
of the waiting axe. 

Both the Leader of the 
Vale Council, Coun Neil 
Moore, and the cabinet 
member member for 
children’s services, Coun 
Chris Elmore, have now 
stated that they will 
oppose closing the 
schools when the council 
cabinet meets to discuss 
the matter. 

{Continued on page 3 ) 
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CURTAIN 

SALE 

20% OFF 

ALL MADE TO 
MEASURE 
CURTAINS 
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(Sale Ends Thursday, 28th February) 

Full measuring 
and fitting service 


Now at 23 Poundfield (next to the coop), 
Llantwit Major, CF611XA. 
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Suggestions that the future of two 
local primary schools was in doubt 
has prompted a flood of letters to 
The GEM, some of which are pub¬ 
lished on this page. However, the 
Vale leadership has moved to 
reassure parents that... 


'Council has 
no plans to 
close these 
two schools’ 


PARENTS at 
Llancarfan and 
Llanfair Primary 
Schools have met 
with the Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council’s cabinet 
member for chil¬ 
dren’s services, 
Coun Chris 
Elmore, who has 
assured them he 
has no plans to 
close their schools. 

Coun Elmore com¬ 
mented: “We have a 
report going to cabinet 
on March 4 that includes 
a number of proposals 
for changes to how pri¬ 
mary schools are organ¬ 
ised in the Vale. The 
report is based on a Part 
2 ‘confidential’ council 
report that was presented 
to a recent Lifelong 
Learning Scrutiny 
Committee. 

“The report was pro¬ 
duced by a multi-party 
group of councillors 
from the Scrutiny 
Committee, including 
independents, who 
formed a task and finish 
group. 

“The report was con¬ 
fidential because its rec¬ 
ommendations were sim¬ 
ply proposals and con¬ 
tained information that 
could give unnecessary 
concern to those who 
might be affected. 

“Even though the 


Feeder schools: 
changes a threat 


T HE Vale 

Council’s pro¬ 
posed changes 
to the feeder school 
system will weaken 
and undermine local 
communities, and we 
are surprised that 
Coun Gwyn John is 
allowing this attack to 
happen, as he is a 
man who has always 
understood the value 
of a thriving local 
community. 


Llancarfan school is 
at the heart of its com¬ 
munity. Llancarfan 
school is outstanding. 

Why does the Vale 
Council want to under¬ 
mine the natural commu¬ 
nity links between 
Llancarfan and 
Cowbridge, and the suc¬ 
cessful transition that 
has existed between the 
schools for years? 

Sarah Voisey Smith, 
(On behalf of Friends 
of Llancarfan School) 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULLADDRESSANDA CONTACT TELE¬ 

PHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Don John, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


report was confidential, 
elements were ‘leaked’ 
before cabinet had a 
chance to consider it and 
decide whether to accept 
any of the proposals. 

“ Whether to accept 
the report’s recommen¬ 
dations will be a matter 
for the cabinet to decide 
and any decision made 
by the cabinet will then 
be subject to extensive 
public consultation 
before final decisions are 
made. 

“However, as cabinet 
member for children’s 
services, I am quite clear 
that I would not agree to 
the closure of either 
Llancarfan or Llanfair 
School. 

“The report contains 
many other proposals 
and the full report will 
be available on the coun¬ 
cil’s website next week. 
Cabinet will then decide 
which, if any, of the rec¬ 
ommendations it thinks 
are right for our school 
system. 

“I am sorry that oppo¬ 
nents of the council’s 
cabinet have sought to 
make political capital 
out of the report. 

“I don’t believe they 
have achieved their aim 
- what they have 
achieved is a great deal 
of anguish and worry to 
parents and their chil¬ 
dren, over matters that 
our opponents know full 
well are very far from 
being agreed” 


SCHOOL CLOSURES: 

"Remember whose 
future is at stake’ 


A S a parent of three 
children who 
attended Llanfair 
Primary School (all of 
whom went on to attend 
university), I was very 
concerned to hear of its 
proposed closure. 

The lengthy letter written 
by Neil Moore in The GEM 
(Feb 14 edition) left me feeling 
angry and frustrated. 

Why? Because, given his 
senior position as Leader of 
the Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, he displayed a sur¬ 
prising lack of anticipation 
and naivety over the leaking of 


the report and the opposition 
to its contents by Alun Cairns 
MP and Andrew RT Davies 
AM - or ‘party political 
games’ as Mr. Moore likes to 
describe it. 

OK, so he's upset that pro¬ 
tocol was not followed and the 
Council code of conduct possi¬ 
bly breached, but should he 
have been so surprised and 
regretful? NO!! 

It’s such a ludicrous idea to 
close a school as wonderful as 
Llanfair Primary, with its 
rural setting, excellent teach¬ 
ing standards and facilities, 
that no right minded person 
would have sat on their hands 
waiting for the council to 


decide when it was appropri¬ 
ate to let US - the public that 
the Council serve - in on the 
proposed plans (whether they 
were likely to be accepted as 
viable or not). 

My gut reaction to Mr. Neil 
Moore is...’Get off your high 
horse’. Look at this from the 
head teacher, teaching staff, 
pupils and parents’ points of 
view. 

It is their future at stake - 
time is of the essence. Sorry, 
but this story was always 
going to be leaked! 

Melanie O’Neill, 

Cowbridge 


‘Be proud of schools’ 

W ITH reference to the schools 

closure controversy and code of 
conduct in the council being 
breached by leaking this proposal, as 
reported in last week’s GEM, the Leader 
of the Vale Council, Coun Neil Moore, we 
are told, is unhappy about the leak! 

Was it his intention for us all to be kept in the 
dark like mushrooms and fed manure until a final 
decision was made? 

When did he think it might be appropriate for 
very worried parents and teachers to be informed of 
this gross suggestion of closing two of the very best 
schools in this area? 

Should we not be proud of the achievements the 
staff have made in educating our children to a very 
high standard? 

W E Henderson, Eglwys Brewis. 

‘The secret's outV 

the Welsh Government; 
a task and finish group; 
scrutiny committee, and 
headteachers. And, given 
the statement that the 
“code of conduct... may 
have been breached,” 
councillors and staff 
could also be under sus¬ 
picion. 

Cabinet are obviously 
in the clear because we 
are told they have “sim¬ 
ply received the report” 
and have yet to consider 
the issue, and they have 
to make the decision 
because the Welsh 
Government would 
“carry out the exercise” 
if they don’t. 

The council Leader 
goes on to observe that 
reducing surplus school 
places equates to a sav¬ 
ing of £960,000: by 
coincidence, that is very 
close to the sum council¬ 
lors were paid during the 
last financial year. 

I know what I’d pre¬ 
fer my taxes spent on! 
Dennis Harkus, 
FocusBARRY supporter. 


‘The community 
has spoken on 
school closures' 


S O the secret’s out 
- school closure 
row is “scare- 
mongering at the 
worse level” (Coun 
Neil Moore, The 
GEM, February 14): 
but some council 
observers have been 
aware of rumours for 
a few years that coun¬ 
cillors have been hold¬ 
ing secret meetings 
about school closures. 

It must have been 
among the Vale’s poorest 
kept secrets. The only 
difference is that schools 
have apparently been 
named, albeit in a secret 
session. 

So much for the trans¬ 
parency we’ve been 
promised. But who are 
the alarmists and who is 
to be blamed? Well, 
there is no shortage of 
suspects within the 
council Leader’s letter. 

They include the local 
Conservative MP; the 
Conservative leader in 
the Assembly; the press; 


L AST week, 
the leader of 
the Vale 

Council criticised 
me for responding 
to a plan being con¬ 
sidered by the Vale 
cabinet to close 
three schools. 

I make no apology for 
responding to calls from 
worried parents, pupils, 
teachers and governors - 
I consider representing 
the community an 
important part of my 
job. 

Most of his complaint 
related to a leaked docu¬ 
ment. I find this diffi¬ 
cult to understand. 
Headteachers and chair¬ 
men of governors had 
been called into the 
council offices during 
week commencing 
January 28 to be told 
that their school was 
being considered for clo¬ 
sure. 

They were instructed 
not to tell anyone for a 
month - until Lebruary 
27, when the cabinet 
papers would be pub¬ 
lished. 

This put headteachers 
and governors in an 
impossible position. 
Rumours developed and 
the council’s silence per¬ 
petuated the confusion. 

Thankfully, The GEM 
and other newspapers 
gained the information 
and reported the facts. 
Naturally, I received 
contact from scores of 
parents and a number of 
individual pupils have 
written the most moving 
accounts of their opposi¬ 


tion to closure. 

Of course, I would 
want to support them 
and became more deter¬ 
mined to champion their 
cause when I gathered 
enough information to 
see how illogical their 
plans were. 

We should never 
underestimate the very 
real impact the mere 
rumour of school clo¬ 
sures have had on the 
children. 

Over the last week, 
however, I have been 
delighted to hear senior 
councillors backtrack on 
the position. I suspect 
that the massive 
response from the com¬ 
munity has forced them 
to think again. 

This is something I 
welcome and pay tribute 
to all those parents, gov¬ 
ernors and teachers 
involved in the various 
action groups campaign¬ 
ing against closure. If 
we are successful, this is 
their victory. 

We have not yet guar¬ 
anteed that the schools 
will remain open. The 
cabinet will make its 
final decision on March 
4, and all our efforts 
need to underline our 
strong arguments. 

This is a situation 
where the community 
have spoken. We have 
received encouraging 
news on Llanfair and 
Llancarfan schools. I 
hope Oakfield Primary 
in Barry is shown the 
same respect and given 
the same priority. 

Alun Cairns, 

MP for the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 


Schools report: 

why the secrecy? 


C ouncil 

Leader Neil 
Moore’s let¬ 
ter last week (in 
The GEM) referred 
to a ‘confidential’ 
council report pre¬ 
sented to a recent 
Lifelong Learning 
Scrutiny 

Committee, which 
he states contains 
“recommendations 
to rationalise (Vale) 
schools.” 

We all know that 
“rationalisation” means 
the potential closure of 
schools. On the same 
day that this letter was 
printed, Coun Chris 
Elmore met with 
Llanfair parents and said 
that he “was not minded 
to support the closure of 
Llanfair school”. 

On Monday night this 
week, he made a similar 
statement to Llancarfan 
parents and confirmed 
this via Twitter. The 
issue of school closure is 
being discussed outside 
every primary school 
gate, it is within the pub¬ 
lic domain and there is 


no real reason why this 
report cannot be released 
now. 

Coun Moore has been 
a firm supporter of trans¬ 
parency in local govern¬ 
ment; indeed his election 
campaign promoted the 
issue of transparency, 
and he promised a com¬ 
mitment to a new type of 
politics at the Vale 
Council. 

We urge Coun Moore 
to fulfil his commitment 
to transparent govern¬ 
ment and release the 
‘confidential’ report in 
advance of Lebruary 27. 

Only then can every 
concerned party have the 
relevant information and 
clearly see any viable 
‘reasons for rationalisa¬ 
tion’ of our outstanding 
Vale schools. 

If you would like to 
learn more, see 
Lacebook 

https://www.facebook.co 
m/LancarfanPrimary 
School, or find out what 
makes our school out¬ 
standing at www.out- 
standingllancarfan.com. 
Dr Paul Jenkins, 
Friends of Llancarfan 
School. 


Feeder schools 
plan deadline 


I WOULD like to 
call to the atten¬ 
tion of all parents 
of primary school- 
children in the Vale 
that they have until 
March 1 to submit 
their objections to the 
council about pro¬ 
posed changes to the 
feeder school system. 

This doesn’t just neg¬ 
atively impact small 
rural schools who rely 
on children outside of 
catchment, but all pupils 
transitioning to second¬ 
ary school in a system 
that already works 
extremely well. 

Research shows that 
we should be encourag¬ 
ing the bonds between 
primaries and secondar¬ 
ies, instead of severing 
them; that our children 
benefit psychologically 
and academically when 
they transition with their 
classmates, and feel con¬ 


fident and secure about 
moving forward. 

The new proposal 
offers only uncertainty 
and confusion and no 
more choice than under 
the current system. 

It also looks set to 
undermine the relation¬ 
ships schools have spent 
years cultivating with 
each other, relationships 
that ensure our children 
are well prepared and 
well placed to make 
such a big change in 
their lives. 

The council has so far 
been vague about its rea¬ 
sons for overhauling the 
feeder school system and 
I urge parents to think 
through the implications 
of this change, and lodge 
their objections accord¬ 
ingly, before it is too 
late. 

Victoria Campbell, 
Llantwit Major. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 28) 

The high tides listed in this week's GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

21 Thur 

02.58 

7.3 

15.34 

7.4 

22 Fri 

04.07 

7.8 

16.33 

8.0 

23 Sat 

04.53 

8.4 

17.17 

8.5 

24 Sun 

05.32 

8.9 

17.54 

9.0 

25 Mon 

06.08 

9.4 

18.28 

9.6 

26 Tues 

06.41 

9.7 

19.04 

9.9 

27 Wed 

07.17 

10.1 

19.38 

9.8 

28 Thur 

07.55 

10.1 

20.14 

9.9 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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The Rev Martyn Perry presents the cheque to Mrs Bridget Stadden. (Picture by GLYN EVANS). 


Holy Cross Christmas 
festival has a gift to pass 
on to popular charity 


A POPULAR Welsh charity has 
been given a helping hand by sup¬ 
porters of Holy Cross Church 

Rev Martyn Perry recently presented a 
cheque to Mrs Bridget Stadden, 
fundraising manager for the Stroke 
Association, Wales, for £750. 

This was a donation from the Holy 
Cross Community Church Christmas 


Tree Festival, and the Stroke Association 
was the chosen charity this year. 

A parish spokeswoman said: “Martyn 
is pictured with some of our many 
helpers, for without their energy and 
support, the festival would not take place 

“We support a charity as we ourselves 
are supported. Organisations, charities, 
shops and individuals put up trees and 
give donations. This year, we had more 


than 60 trees in the church - an amazing 
sight when lit - bringing in many visi¬ 
tors, both local and from some distance. 

“It is quite amazing the ideas that 
come each year. This year, for instance, 
we had a recycled tree made from hun¬ 
dreds of pieces of ‘rag rugging’ - not 
costing a penny and a sight to behold!” 

She added: “Fundraising to refurbish 
our church is continuing. ” MH 


Local schools are safe 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

In his column today, 
(see page 13), Coun 
Moore says: “ I do not 
support the closure of 
either the Llanfair or 
Llancarfan Schools for 
many reasons and I 
hope that cabinet will 
come to this decision.” 

Coun Elmore issued 
a similar statement so, 
it means that the only 
danger now for 
Llancarfan and Llanfair 
is if Coun Moore and 
Coun Elmore are out¬ 
voted by their cabinet 
colleagues. 

Stranger things have 
happened, but probably 
only in a parallel uni¬ 
verse. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt is 
certainly interpreting it 
as a done deal. She 
issued a statement say¬ 
ing: “I am delighted 
that the cabinet member 
for Children’s services, 
Coun Chris Elmore, has 
decided not to accept 
proposals put forward 
by the education and 
lifelong learning scruti¬ 
ny committee, to close 
Llancarfan and Llanfair 
schools. 

“These schools are 
providing good and 
effective education in 
their communities in 


the rural Vale. I would 
like to thank all those 
who have contacted me 
with their views, which 
I have shared with the 
Vale Council”. 

So, after all the 
protest letters in last 
week’s GEM (and this 
week’s), is it time for 
the parents and gover¬ 
nors to take down the 
‘Save our School’ web¬ 
sites? 

Since the furore blew 
up, Coun Chris E lm ore 
has held meetings at 
first Llanfair and then 
Llancarfan. At those 
meetings, he said he 
was “mindful” to reject 
the school closure 
report. 

Parents and gover¬ 
nors at both schools 
went away encouraged, 
but were still gearing 
up for a fight. 

Alan Bourne, the 
vice-chair at Llanfair 
Primary School gover¬ 
nors, said: “Initial anger 
and despair were fun¬ 
nelled into determina¬ 
tion, and the formation 
of the Save Llanfair 
School Action Group.” 

He said teams of par¬ 
ents were researching 
not just educational sta¬ 
tistics (Llanfair is one 
of the top-performing 
primary schools in 


GENERAL 
REPAIRS & 
BUILDING WORK 



Has the snow broken your guttering? 

REPLACEMENT or RECLIPPING 
from as little as £60 


Bathroom Specialists 


Plumbing /Tiling / Carpentry etc 


No job too small! 
i d ro oe rt vde ve I o d rr 


Tel: 


01656 665101 07927 652620 


Wales) but also Vale 
Council building and 
development plans. 

He said: “The School 
family is very aware 
that this will be a 
marathon and not a 
sprint and will need the 
support of the entire 
community if we are to 
keep this superb, fully 
subscribed school open. 

“There will be a full 
and open public meet¬ 
ing at the School at 
6pm on Wednesday, 
February 27, where the 
full impact of the coun¬ 
cil’s plans for the 
school, and how it will 
affect our communities 
will be discussed.” 

Jill Davies, the chair 
of governors at 
Llancarfan Primary 
School, spoke to The 
GEM shortly after the 
school’s meeting with 
Coun Elmore. 

She said: “He told 
the meeting that he 
would recommend that 
the school stays open, 
and that he is firmly 
against closure. 

“When asked why he 
felt that way, he replied 
that standards of per¬ 
formance at Llancarfan 
are high, and that was 
reason enough. Coun 
Elmore said that he 
would personally 
review as many of the 
consultation responses 
as he was able.” 

She continued: 
“Representatives of the 
school are delighted to 
have Coun Elmore’s 
support, and to know 
that the hard work and 
significant achieve¬ 
ments that the school 
has made have been 
recognised. 

“Llancarfan Primary 
School is in the top 
three per cent of 
schools in Wales in 


terms of performance, 
according to both the 
school’s Estyn inspec¬ 
tion report and the 
recent annual report 
from Estyn. 

“The school is also 
out-performing the 
Welsh Government’s 
target of 10 per cent 
surplus places.” 

Vale MP Alun Cairns 
was at both meetings, 
and said: ““It is clear 
that many on the Vale 
Council have changed 
their tune with regard 
to the plans for pro¬ 
posed school closures 
at Llanfair and 
Llancarfan but we are 
still unsure about 
Oakfield. 

“I have no doubt that 
The GEM and the pub¬ 
lic campaign has played 
a significant part in 
adding to the pressure 
to reconsider plans to 
close the schools. 

“At the meetings,I 
was pleased to hear the 
cabinet member respon¬ 
sible for education giv¬ 
ing the schools his sup¬ 
port and backing, in 
recognition of their 
exemplary performanc¬ 
es as top performing 
primaries in Wales. 

“However I am dis¬ 
appointed that he hasn’t 
confirmed his views 
regarding the future of 
Oakfield Primary in 
Gibbonsdown. I hope 
he will give equal pri¬ 
ority to the Barry pri¬ 
mary school. 

“The silence regard¬ 
ing Oakfield is causing 
many parents and chil¬ 
dren a great deal of 
worry”. 

FocusBARRY sup¬ 
porters have called for 
a public protest against 
the plans to close 
Oakfield, and this will 
be at 5.30pm on 


Wednesday, March 6, 
outside the Civic 
Offices in Barry. 

Mr Cairns said that if 
Llancarfan and Llanfair 
were reprieved, he 
wanted total transparen¬ 
cy about the decision. 

He said: “To guaran¬ 
tee the long-term future 
of our schools, we need 
to see a list of the for¬ 
mal reasons why the 
proposals were rejected 
by the council. 

“This will be vital 
evidence should they 
change their mind again 
in a year or two. 

“There is also a need 
for parents to be aware 
about the council’s 
plans to change the 
feeder school policy for 
the Vale, which will 
undermine the status of 
the schools and runs the 
risk of leading to a fall 
in the schools’ intake.” 

Jill Davies said that 
this was a concern for 
Llancarfan governors. 
She told The GEM: 
“Whatever happens, we 
will be focusing our 
attention on the feeder 
schools issue. 

“There is a real con¬ 
flict here, because the 
Vale Council, in its let¬ 
ter to parents, referred 
to the feeder school 
system as out-dated. 

“However, Estyn, in 
our opinion, does not 
share that view, and has 
emphasised that good 
links between a primary 
school and a secondary 
school are very much to 
be desired. 

“We have that in our 
relationship with 
Cowbridge and we feel 
this really is a case of 
‘If it isn’t broken, why 
fix it?”’ 


Mayor’s GEM 
column sparks 
council row 


THERE were angry 
exchanges this week 
in Cowbridge Town 
Council when the 
Mayor, Coun Nicola 
Thomas, was taken 
to task over her col¬ 
umn in The GEM 
on February 7. 

At the end, after dis¬ 
agreements that ranged 
over a variety of issues, 
Coun Thomas remarked 
that the proceedings had 
been a “kangaroo court”. 

Much of the acrimo¬ 
nious debate centred on 
the Mayor’s column in 
The GEM on February 7, 
in which she made com¬ 
ments on the proceedings 
of the town hall commit¬ 
tee, which had been con¬ 
sidering upgrading its 
stage lighting equipment. 

Coun David Morris, 
the chairman of the com¬ 
mittee, told the meeting 
that he took exception to 
Coun Thomas’ article, 
and the criticisms that it 
made of her fellow coun¬ 
cillors. 

He also insisted that 
she had misled the public 
over how the scheme 
came to be dropped, and 
over the action that is 
now being taken. 

He said that the Mayor 
had talked in her column 
about fellow councillors 
abandoning the opportu¬ 
nity of getting equipment 
worth £30,000 for just 
£4,500 - and said they 
had opted instead to 
spend £5,000 on consid¬ 
erably inferior lights. 

Coun Morris said that 
getting the £30,000 pack¬ 
age had depended on the 
council getting two 
grants - and both had 
been turned down. 

He went on: “There 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


Country 
market 
is back 

COWBRIDGE 
Country Market re¬ 
opens on Friday, 
March 1, at 9.30am. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“We look forward to wel¬ 
coming our regular and 
new customers who wish 
to purchase our usual 
baked goods, new season 
marmalade and hand 
made crafts. 

“Refreshments will 
also be available.” 


Music duo 

RENOWNED duo, 
Robin and Bina 
Williamson, return 
to the Minstrel 
Room at the Little 
Shop of Calm on 
Westgate, Cowbridge 
to present Songs, 
Music and Folk tra¬ 
ditions of 

Candlemas/ Imbolg, 
on Saturday, March 
2 at 8pm. More 
details on 01446 
771166. 


were other reservations 
about the system - the 
insurance, running costs, 
and the cost of any 
repairs that might be 
needed. 

“Also, it was compli¬ 
cated to operate and so 
the town hall committee 
took the decision, after 
the grants had been 
turned down, not to pro¬ 
ceed. 

“We then took the 
decision to investigate 
getting a grant for a 
cheaper system, and were 
advised by the grant 
body to keep the bid low. 

“If the council decides 
to go ahead with that 
grant application, it will 
cost the council 30 per 
cent of the £5,000 total.” 

Coun Thomas 

responded and said that 
her intention had been to 
take advantage of a 
chance to improve the 
hall, and that she had 
done the research 
because no one else 
wanted to. 

She said that she had 
taken advice from the 
Sherman in Cardiff and 
the Grand in Swansea, 
and that they had recom¬ 
mended three different 
firms to provide quotes. 

She said that she had 
been looking at a com¬ 
prehensive system that 
would have provided 
stage lights, a stage 
screen and stage curtains, 
a mirror ball for dances 
and improved speakers - 
which would solve prob¬ 
lems experienced on the 
Big Screen evenings. 

She added that the 
company had said that 
they would do free tech¬ 
nical training on the 
equipment. 

She told the meeting 
that things had gone 
wrong with the grant 
applications, but that one 
of the grant bodies, the 
Vale Council, had told 
her that she could apply 
again next year. 

She said: “In The 
GEM, I wrote about my 
sense of disappointment 
and how I felt about it. 

“I try to give readers a 
sense of what it is like to 
be a councillor, and how 
you have to take the 
rough with the smooth. 

“It was a personal 
view and not a condem¬ 
nation of the council.” 

Later on in the meet¬ 
ing, Coun Morris 
returned to the subject. 
He said to the Mayor: 


“After the committee 
decided not to proceed 
with your scheme, you 
said you wanted nothing 
more to do with it. 

“However, in the col¬ 
umn you called on the 
people of Cowbridge to 
e-mail you and start a 
petition in support of 
you. 

“That is totally out of 
order.” 

Coun Thomas 

responded, saying: “I 
was trying to engage 
with the public and see 
what they thought. 

“Had there been a lot 
of support, I would have 
brought that back to the 
council.” 

Coun Sian Vaughan 
said that the problem was 
that the Mayor was giv¬ 
ing the public inaccurate 
information, and then 
asking for support. 

She said: “The cost of 
the lighting system the 
council is investigating 
will not be £5,000.” 

Coun Geoff Cox said 
that no extra powers 
came with the mayoral 
chain. 

He said: “The Mayor 
is the public face of the 
council, and you should 
not be inviting the public 
to petition against your 
fellow councillors. 

“Your exact words 
were: ‘I will happily put 
all the emails together to 
form a petition to that 
effect to take to coun¬ 
cil’”. 

Coun Sue Cox joined 
in, saying: “I was upset 
at the article. It is some¬ 
thing that no other mayor 
has done in all my time 
on the council. 

“You chair the council 
but have no more rights 
than any other councillor, 
and cannot act as an indi¬ 
vidual on behalf of the 
council. 

“Council decisions 
should be accepted by 
members.” 

Coun Thomas 

responded by agreeing 
that no individual could 
act alone, but insisted 
that every councillor’s 
opinion counted. 

There were further 
heated exchanges, but 
the discussion on the 
Mayor’s GEM column 
petered out without any 
formal motions being 
proposed. 

The final word went to 
Coun Thomas, who 
remarked that it had been 
a “kangaroo court”. 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 
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A History of Cowbridge Fairs - Part 2 


by JOHN ANDREW 



THE announce¬ 
ment that Llantwit 
Major and 
Cowbridge Lions 
Club are organis¬ 
ing a May Fair on 
the Bear Field in 
Cowbridge on 
Bank Holiday 
Monday, May 6, 
2013 recalled fond 
memories of simi¬ 
lar events in days 
gone by. 

Part 1, published in 
the February 7 edition 
of the Cowbridge GEM, 
looked at the history of 
Cowbridge fairs and 
carnivals up to 1953. 

It appears that from 
about 1956, the carnival 
sadly lost support and 
stopped altogether. 

However, the June 3, 
1966 edition of the 
Observer, Leader and 
Free Press reports that 
“Saturday marked the 
successful revival of the 
Cowbridge Carnival.” 

The Carnival was 
organised by the Round 
Table and was judged to 
have been a great suc¬ 
cess. 

There were a variety 
of floats and costumes 
paraded through the 


streets. 

The winning float 
was ‘Farming 100 years 
ago’ by Maendy 
Farmers’ Club and the 
winning costume was 
the Loch Ness Monster, 
worn by three children! 

The carnival is 
reported as being the 
grand climax to 
Cowbridge Week. 

This is the first 
recorded mention found 
of Cowbridge Week 
which, according to a 
later programme, was 
“re-introduced in 1965”. 
When it actually first 
started is not clear. 

It is clear that 
Cowbridge Week was 
held every year from 
1965 through to 1981. It 
was generally held in 
the first week of June. 

The format was a 
week of varied events, 
such as a ball, art exhi¬ 
bition, bingo, cycling 
race, music and drama, 
fashion show, car treas¬ 
ure hunt, cocktail 
evening, tug of war 
across the Thaw and a 
pub to pub race, culmi¬ 
nating on the Saturday 
with the carnival pro¬ 


cession through the 
town and various activi¬ 
ties, such as children’s 
sports, archery and fun 
fair, on the Bear Field. 

Cowbridge Week 
overall was organised 
by the Cowbridge & 
District Entertainments 
Society, with the Round 
Table looking after the 
carnival procession and 
Bear Field events on the 
final Saturday. 

Judging by the pro¬ 
grammes from 1969 to 
1981, the event seems 
to have grown and 
grown through the 70s 
and possibly became 
too much for a group of 
volunteers to manage. 

The contents of the 
chairman’s letter in the 
1981 programme cer¬ 
tainly suggest that, 
together with problems 
caused by the high 
inflation at that time 
and possibly public apa¬ 
thy. 

The final words of 
the letter are “The 
future of Cowbridge 
Week is in your hands. 
Please do not let it 
die. ” Unfortunately, it 
did die, as 1981 appears 


to have been the final 
year. The Cowbridge 
Week programmes were 
paid for by advertising 
of local businesses and 
one can see the changes 
in Cowbridge High 
Street reflected in these 
adverts. 

Some of the busi¬ 
nesses, such as 
Sorrento, Arthur John, 
Sylvia Williams and 
The Bay Tree, are still 
trading today, whereas 
others, such as 
L’Epicure, Mervyn 
Hollwar, Bridge Studio, 
Quills and Bridge 
Garage, are sadly no 
longer in business. 

In 1993, a group 
called Cowbridge 
Marketing Enterprise 
launched Cowbridge 
Festival week. This was 
held in August with the 
aim of promoting 


Cowbridge. 

The events were sim¬ 
ilar to those held during 
the original Cowbridge 
Week although there 
was no Carnival proces¬ 
sion or fair on the Bear 
Field. 

Cowbridge Festival 
week appears to have 
continued until 1996 
and in that year there 
was a ‘Grand Parade’ 
and ‘Events and Bands 
in Bear Field’ on the 
final Sunday afternoon. 

The 2013 Cowbridge 
May Fair is not intend¬ 
ed as a relaunch of 
Cowbridge Week, but it 
is hoped that it will be a 
genuine community 
event with many of the 
activities planned being 
similar to those held on 
the Bear Field on 
Carnival Day in 
Cowbridge Week. 


There will be chil¬ 
dren’s fun races, may- 
pole dancing, fair¬ 
ground rides, a bonny 
baby competition, a 
variety of stalls, a live 
stage, food stalls and 
much more. 

Although a good 
number of pitches and 
performance slots are 
already reserved, it is 
not too late to book 
yours by contacting 
Lions either by tele¬ 
phone (0845 833 6763), 
by e-mail (info@lmand- 
clions.org.uk), via the 


Lions website 
(www. lmandclions. org. 
uk) or via Facebook 
(w w w. facebook. com/1 m 
andclions). 

The event is being 
organised by Llantwit 
Major and Cowbridge 
Lions Club both as a 
community service and 
to raise funds for the 
less fortunate. Lions are 
all volunteers. 

If you would like to 
help, please make con¬ 
tact. 

The material in this 
article was sourced 


from the Cowbridge 
Local History Room in 
the Old Hall. 

The room is open 
every Wednesday morn¬ 
ing and is managed by 
Betty Alden, Jaci 
Parsons and Lisa Gilroy 
who are very happy to 
help. 

If you have memories 
or material about 
Cowbridge Fairs, or 
about Cowbridge 
History in general, they 
would be pleased to 
hear from you. 


GATEWAY MONDAY CLUB LOOKS 
BACK ON AN EXCITING YEAR 


U3A learn about the 
history of Flat Holm 


THE Cowbridge 
(Gateway) Monday 
Club has just issued 
its annual report. 

Secretary Ann Roach 
told The GEM: “We con¬ 
tinued to meet on the sec¬ 
ond Monday of the 
month, from 7.30pm to 
9pm, usually in the hall 
of the United Free church 
in Westgate, Cowbridge. 
During the course of the 
year, however, the hall 
underwent a wondrous 
refurbishment, and some 
meetings were held out¬ 
doors or in the Aberthin 
village hall. 

“The club, formed 
well over 30 years ago, 
offers a social evening 
for those with learning 
disabilities over the age 
of 16. Some carers spend 


the evening with us too, 
but this is not essential as 
we tend to have a good 
supply of helpers. 

“The Llantwit and 
Cowbridge Lions, who 
help with transport, can 
always be relied upon for 
an additional two male 
helpers, and for their 
service we are truly 
grateful. Without the 
generous financial con¬ 
tributions too, of the Vale 
Council and various 
other organisations, we 
could not continue and 
we thank everyone 
involved for their interest 
and support. 

“Club members were 
able to take part this last 
summer in two major 
local events. On a really 
hot May day, Michelle 


Roderick ran with the 
Olympic torch in 
Bridgend as part of the 
all-Britain relay. We were 
so proud and thrilled for 
her, and she will surely 
never forget the experi¬ 
ence. 

“She later used the 
torch we bought to raise a 
considerable sum of 
money for Tenovus, 
offering people in 
Cowbridge the chance to 
be photographed with it 
and then auctioning it. 
Well done, Michelle. 

“In August, when the 
weather was cooler but 
still pleasant and dry, 
several club members 
and helpers assisted at 
the Mencap stall at the 
Welsh National 

Eisteddfod, Llandow, 
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and the week there went 
really well. 

“We had our summer 
outing, this time to the 
Welsh Zoo in 
Pembrokeshire - the 
weather was kind and the 
meerkats, especially, 
entrancing. An evening 
trip to Warren Mill farm 
park, with its equally 
entertaining prairie dogs, 
was similarly warm and 
dry, allowing us to eat a 
tasty picnic. 

“Other pleasant 
evenings were spent at 
Tim Vaughan’s racing 
stables in Aberthin, and 
on a ‘walkabout’ in 
Cowbridge town centre 
with refreshments in the 
Duke of Wellington. 
What’s all this about it 
being a wet summer? 

“Half Tidy gave us a 
lively singalong at our 
annual dinner in March 
at the Bear Hotel. Nia 
Brown sang beautifully 
at our Harvest Supper 


and we all clog-danced 
merrily on yet another 
evening and heard stories 
of mystical Welsh 
beings. 

“The Christmas party 
conjuror produced uproar 
when the members tried 
to investigate and disen¬ 
tangle his magic skills. 
We do have a lot of fun, 
and will happily share 
this with anyone who 
feels they would like to 
join us. 

“Please contact Betty 
Alden on 01446 773373 
or Ann Roach on 01446 
781309 for any further 
information. 

“We are now looking 
forward to our 35th 
annual dinner - to be 
held in the Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge on Monday, 
March 11. If any member 
of the public would like 
to join us (£16 per per¬ 
son) please contact our 
treasurer on 01446 
772788.” 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, i( Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Retiring 

AFTER 16 years’ service to the local community, 
the licencees of the Star Inn, Treoes, Trish and 
Clive, will be leaving to enjoy a well-earned retire¬ 
ment on March 17. 

They would like to thank the people of Treoes and 
the surrounding villages for all the support they have 
received during their time at the Star. 

Diary 

GO along to the Treoes village hall on Friday, 
March 1 for an evening of pampering when a 
make-up artist will be on hand to give advice. 

Bric-a-brac stall, raffle prizes to be won. Please 
telephone M Hopkins on 07926 089496for tickets. 

Saron Chapel 

A SERVICE will take place on Sunday, March 3 at 
3pm at Saron Chapel, Treoes, conducted by Rev 
Bill Jones. Everyone welcome. 


ON February 13, 
Cowbridge U3A 
heard a talk at the 
Town Hall by Peter 
Sampson on Flat 
Holm Island 


Coffee 

morning 

A COFFEE morning, 
in aid of Cylch 
Meithrin Y Bontfaen 
has been organised 
by the local women ’v 
group, Merched yr 
Wawr, on March 2, 
10.30am to 12 noon, 
in the Lesser Hall, 
Cowbridge (entry 
£2.50 including tea 
or coffee and a Welsh 
cake). 


It included facts rang¬ 
ing from Neolithic set¬ 
tlements and Vikings 
(they were driven out of 
Somerset, but didn’t 
stay long because of 
lack of food). 

It was part of a ‘ring of 
steel’ to counter the 
threat of invasion dur¬ 
ing the Napoleonic, 
Franco-Prussian, First 
and Second World 
Wars. 


Details of the flora 
and fauna, arrival of 
rabbits with the 
Normans and sea birds 
of various types were all 
discussed. 

All are welcome to 
join The Flat Holm 
Society for a fee of £10. 
On March 13, the talk is 
‘Group Captain from 
Hanoi to Barry Island’, 
by Ron Powell - in the 
Town Hall at 2pm. 


BRIDGE RESULTS 

COWBRIDGE and District (Llanbleddian) 
Bridge Club results for Tuesday, February 12: 

First, Pat and Brian Swain 64.14 per cent; sec¬ 
ond, Rita Williams and Marian East 59.85; third, 
Helen and Mike Ruttley 56.82; fourth, Mearl 
Owen and Debbie Rosevear 55.05; fifth, 
Margaret and Mostyn Bancroft 54.55. 
ME 
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Two jailed 
after man has 
nose bitten 


A MAN had the end 
of his nose bitten 
when he was 
attacked in Barry, 
Cardiff Crown 
Court was told. 

James Smith (19) of 
Hafan Treharne, Barry, 
was sent to a young 
offender institution for 
10 months and Ashley 
Greening (19) of Church 
Avenue, Penarth, was 
sent to a young offender 
institution for eight 
months. 

Smith had admitted a 
charge of assault, of pos¬ 
sessing an offensive 
weapon and Greening 
admitted a charge of 
causing actual bodily 
harm. 

Judge Eleri Rees said: 
“This was a disgraceful 
incident involving 
attacks on two strangers. 
Smith started the trou¬ 
ble, and Greening 
became involved.” 

Prosecutor David 
Pinnell said that on 
September 28 last year, 
Mr Anthony Tsoflias left 
his home in Barry to 
visit a friend, Michael 
Heysham. 

He was approached 
by Smith, who he 
believed was on drugs. 
Smith asked him if he 
wanted drugs and he 
declined the offer. 


Report by AJ 
SICLUNA 


Mr Pinnell said: 
“Outside Mr Heysham’s 
flat, he became aware of 
Smith and Greening 
behind him: They 
appeared to be very 
threatening and intended 
to attack him. 

“He was a black belt 
in Tae Kwon Do and 
kicked out at the pair.” 

Smith attacked him, 
said Mr Pinnell, and he 
was repeatedly punched 
to the head. The two 
defendants both began to 
attack him. 

Shortly after, Mr 
Heysham was attacked 
and was bitten on the 
end of his nose. The 
injury bled profusely 
and he was in great pain. 

Smith left the scene 
and returned armed with 
a kitchen knife. But, said 
Mr Pinnell, Greening 
came to his senses and 
prevented Smith getting 
to the victim and bun¬ 
dled him away. 

Mr Pinnell said a wit¬ 
ness saw Greening bite 
Mr Heysham’s nose 
after pushing his head 
against a car. 

Smith was said to 
have convictions for 
public order offences, 


burglary, theft, causing 
damage, attempted rob¬ 
bery and battery. 

Greening had convic¬ 
tions for assaulting a 
schoolboy, breaking his 
nose, causing damage 
and burglary. 

Their counsel Lucy 
Crowther, said: “There’s 
not a lot that can be said 
for what was a disgrace¬ 
ful incident. They had 
both drunk far too much. 

“Fortunately, the 
injuries were not of the 
worst kind and the knife 
was not used. They 
acknowledge what hap¬ 
pened and that is signifi¬ 
cant.” 



EVIE BROAD. 

A three-year-old 
girl from Sully, 
who dreams of 
being able to walk 
like her friends, is 
hoping to have a spe¬ 
cial operation in 
America. 

Evie Broad was diag¬ 
nosed a year ago with a 
form of cerebral palsy - 
‘spastic diplegia’. 

Mum Zara explained: 
“The form of cerebral 
palsy Evie has affects 
her lower limbs, hips, 
knees, feet and ankles. 

“Evie is able to walk 
independently, but has 
required piedro boots in 


EVIE (3) DREAMS 
OF WALKING LIKE 
HER FRIENDS... 


the past. At present, she 
has shoe inserts and is 
shortly going to be fitted 
with a knee support, as 
her knee is causing her 
problems.” 

Zara (30) and hus¬ 
band Jason (38) are 
hoping that with the help 
of family, friends and 
supporters, they can 
raise the £60,000 neces¬ 
sary to send Evie to St 
Louis Children’s 
Hospital in Missouri 
which has a special cen¬ 
tre dealing with cerebral 
palsy spasticity. 

The first £40,000 will 
pay for the initial opera¬ 
tion, the remaining 


Council sounds out the 
public on ‘future of play’ 


THE Vale Council is conduct¬ 
ing a survey to help shape the 
future of play opportunities for 
children and young people in 
the county borough. 

The ‘Play - Have Your Say’survey 
is being conducted so that “a clear 
understanding can be gathered about 
the local play opportunities ”. 

Vale Council cabinet member for 
leisure Coun Gwyn John explained: 
“We believe that children and young 
people get the most out of their play 
experiences when they can choose 
how to play, where to play, and for 


their 


own reasons. 


“As well as finding out what they 
enjoy, we also want to hear what it is 
that gets in the way of them playing 
the way that they want to. ” 

The survey is being run by the Vale 
Council’s play development officer 
and a play consultant from Green Star 
Seren Gwyrdd, at a time when the 
Welsh Government is measuring play 
across Wales to see what needs to be 
done to improve play opportunities. 

The council is asking the public to 
complete the online survey at 
www. valeofglamorgan. gov. uk/sport- 
sandplay before the deadline of March 
31, or call Joanne Jones on 01446 
704809. 
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£20,000 will cover the 
costs of a potential fur¬ 
ther operation, vital 
after-care and private 
physiotherapy. 

Life is a struggle for 
little Evie because she 
can lose her balance, 
fall and trip over easily. 
Sometimes she suffers 
pain, discomfort and 
tiredness. 

But for Zara, it is par¬ 
ticularly upsetting that 
she has to witness Evie’s 
frustration. 

“Even now at the age 
of three, Evie recognises 
she can’t keep up with 
her friends. 

“After many months 
of researching, we 
became aware of the 
operation in America 
called Selective Dorsal 
Rhizotomy (SDR). 

“SDR involves cutting 
some of the sensory 
nerve fibres that come 
from the muscles and 
enter the spinal cord. 

“By Evie having the 
operation, it will reduce 
messages from the mus¬ 
cles, resulting in a better 
balance of the activities 
of nerve cells in the 
spinal cord, and will 
reduce spasticity. 

“She should have a 
better future - better bal¬ 
ance with the pain 


going. She is regarded as 
a perfect candidate for 
the operation.” 

So far, Zara and 
Jason’s charity campaign 
has raised £20,000 - and 
that’s only since last 
October. 

EXHAUSTED 

Zara said: “I worked 
so hard at raising funds, 
that I was exhausted and 
had to have a rest at 
Christmas.” 

However, she is quick 
to point out that it is 
thanks to numerous sup¬ 
porters that they are 
already at £20,000. 

Among the many suc¬ 
cessful events, were a 
Zumbathon which raised 
£953; a 55-mile Taff 
Trail bike ride undertak¬ 
en by Jason and his 
friends which netted 
£2,000, and a ‘psychic 
night’ at the Watermill in 
Ogmore-by-Sea, organ¬ 
ised by Hands of an 
Angel which pulled in 
another £648. 

Some of the money 
raised so far has enabled 
Evie to have a specialist 
splint, which has 
enabled her to walk bet¬ 
ter prior to having the 
operation scheduled for 
tins May. 

Zara and Jason, also 
parents to Elbe (11) and 
Sophie (8) who go to 
Sully Primary School, 
are inviting members of 


the community to join 
them at forthcoming 
fund-raising evenings. 

On Friday, March 15, 
there will be a ‘Band 
and Buffet Night’ with 
live entertainment at The 
Seashore Grill in Sully 
starting at 7.30pm. 

There’s no dress code 
and people must be 18 
and over (tickets are 
£ 10 ) 

A charity spring ball 
is being held on 
Saturday, March 23, at 
the Masonic Hall in 
Penarth. 

The night is being 
hosted by the Capitol 
Radio Station; there will 
be a two-course meal, 
entertainment,and an 
auction (tickets £20, 
tables up to 10 people). 

On March 26, The 
Seashore Grill will host 
a quiz night from 
8.30pm. 

The Broad family are 
highly motivated, but 
grateful for all the help 
that has been provided to 
help achieve Evie’s 
dream. 

If you want to attend 
any of the events, or 
would like to help, con¬ 
tact Zara on 07866 
417066, or mail hope- 
forevie3 @ hotmail. co. uk 
Further information is 
available at www.hope- 
forevie.co.uk/; and on 
Facebook and Twitter. 


Escape the Rain 
Fly Vueling to Spain. 



Fly direct from Cardiff to 
Malaga, Alicante, Majorca & Barcelona 

Book your 2013 flights at 

www.vueling.com 

Cardiff airportB 
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COWBRIDGE MAYOR’S COLUMN 


©BITOAEY 


Elwyn Gibbs: 

A TRIBUTE 


Into the last quarter, but my 
mayoral diary as full as ever! 


A LULL in func¬ 
tions for Andrea 
and I to attend, as 
Mayor and con¬ 
sort, over the last 
two weeks, made 
way for a deluge of 
funerals, with four 
in one week from 
my point alone, 
although I have to 
admit to not mak¬ 
ing every one. 

The old saying “A 
wet December brings a 
full churchyard”, is 
seeming to ring true this 
year, for sure. My 
thoughts and sympa¬ 
thies, this week, must 
go out to all families of 
loved ones lost and I 
wish you all many 
treasured memories and 
better and happier times 
to come. 

The end of last week 
was a special time for 
our family when we 
travelled to Surrey to 
attend the passing out 
parade of our grandson 
at Alexander Barracks 
in Pirbright. 

Private Daniel 
Thomas of Mount 
Pleasant Farm, 
Cowbridge, a local 
Cowbridge boy and past 
pupil of Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School, 
changed from our 
mountain bike riding 
grandson into a Queen’s 
soldier, such a proud 
moment for us all. 

We all wish him well 
as he continues the next 


stage of his training, 
spending 16 weeks at 
Liconfield in Yorkshire, 
before being given his 
first posting. 

Life continues to be 
wet and windy on the 
farm and the birth of yet 
another new calf was a 
welcome relief from the 
drudge of continually 
scraping slurry from the 
yards. 

On February 7, my 
consort and I received 
an invitation to attend 
the 1st Cowbridge, Girl 
Guides’ awards ceremo¬ 
ny to witness the 
achievements of two 
Guides in gaining the 
highest award available 
to a girl guide. 

After joining in some 
guiding games under 
the leadership of a very 
enthusiastic guide 
leader Anna, (who I 
hope will forgive me for 
not knowing her sur¬ 
name), we were treated 
to a wonderful and very 
accomplished presenta¬ 
tion by the two Guides, 
which outlined their 
journey along the way 
to achieving these 
awards. 

The evening was 
rounded off nicely with 
the presentation of their 
badges by the County 
Commissioner Mrs 
Judith Latham and the 
cutting of a spectacular 
celebration cake, made 
especially for the occa¬ 
sion by one of the 
Guide’s mothers. 

One has to pay trib¬ 


ute to the Girl Guide 
movement for not only 
the discipline it teaches 
the youngsters, but also 
for the many and varied 
skills that are intro¬ 
duced to the girls during 
their time in the guiding 
movement, ‘Be 
Prepared’ is the Girl 
Guide motto. 

This is just what the 
guiding movement 
does, it prepares its girls 
for life in the real world 
around them, and helps 
turn them into responsi¬ 
ble adults, with the 
best of manners and a 
huge degree of common 
sense. 

It’s such a worth¬ 
while organisation, and 
as a past Girl Guide 
myself, it is so nice to 
see it flourishing in 
Cowbridge. 

The guiding move¬ 
ment is always on the 
lookout for willing vol¬ 
unteers to help run the 
various groups and 
activities, so if anyone 
has a spare evening a 
week, and feels like get¬ 
ting involved, why not 
get in touch? With the 
addition of their newly- 
opened Caeglas, activity 
centre, on the outskirts 
of Cardiff at St 
Nicholas, there is 
always the need of extra 
help. 

Towards the end of 
the week, Andrea and I 
found ourselves off to 
Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
to attend the annual 



by Coun Nicola 
Thomas , Mayor 
of Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian. 


drama performance of 
The Sound of Music, 
performed, for our 
delight, by children 
from primary school 
age through to year-13 
- and what a perform¬ 
ance it was! 

I am sure the Vale of 
Glamorgan Mayor, 

Coun Eric Hacker, will 
forgive me, when I say 
that even he was 
reduced to tears of sheer 
joy by the quality and 
beauty of the whole 
evening ’ s entertainment. 

It was truly amazing. 
The life, joy and vibran¬ 
cy put into the whole 
production was on a 
scale of excellence and 
captured the imagina¬ 
tion of the whole audi¬ 
ence, so one could not 
help feeling full of joy 
or touched with emotion 


and truly a part of the 
whole scene one was 
watching. 

A huge round of 
applause to all the cast 
and to the very capable 
and talented teachers, 
who produced a per¬ 
formance of such excel¬ 
lence, fit for the West 
End. I am sure that 
there are stars from this 
cast, whose names, we 
will soon be seeing up 
in lights, as they contin¬ 
ue in their real ambi¬ 
tions to enter the world 
of the performing arts. 

Not forgetting the 
influence that seems to 
be spreading throughout 
the school from the 
introduction of the 
recently-appointed new 
headteacher Debra 
Thomas, who is clearly 
doing wonders for the 
school and taking the 
school out into the com¬ 
munity at large. 

Well done, 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive, I for 
one can’t wait for your 
next production! 

With the months now 
flying by and less than 
three months left of my 
year in office, with 
preparations already in 
hand for the election of 
a new Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor for 
2013/14, the weeks 
ahead hold in store an 
abundance of both 
council and school gov¬ 
ernor meetings, and a 
diary that is fast filling 
with a fresh round of 


new appointments, 
waiting in line on the 
office desk. 

There is a whole win¬ 
ter’s backlog of muck 
and slurry to spread on 
the land, the spring har¬ 
rowing, rolling and pas¬ 
ture rejuvenation await¬ 
ing my attention, which 
affords no allowances 
or respect for the duties 
of a public dignitary of 
any degree. 

I gather my thoughts 
and begin to wonder if I 
will ever get time to fit 
in any more fundraising 
for my Mayor’s charity. 

I must find some time 
to give this more seri¬ 
ous consideration before 
this new week is out. 

Judging from the 
reaction in last week’s 
GEM, I am honoured to 
note that my fellow 
councillors do indeed 
read my column and 
feel rewarded that they 
find it interesting 
enough to comment on. 

Finally, watch out for 
the Town Council 
newsletter originally 
initiated by past coun¬ 
cillor Jon Wilks and lat¬ 
terly taken over and 
published for us by 
Coun Francis Bromley 
and available from the 
Town Library or posted 
in the Clerk’s notice 
board outside the town 
hall. 

If copies have run out 
at the library, I am sure 
there will be more 
available from the Town 
Clerk’s office. 


MEMBERS of the 
Llantwit Major 
Local History 
Society paid tribute 
this month to Elwyn 
Gibbs, a former life 
member, who died 
on January 20, 
aged 87. 

A committee member 
since the society’s for¬ 
mation in 1967: presi¬ 
dent for 10 years: 
chairman: archivist: 
sound engineer and 
wine waiter, Elwyn was 
the first point of contact 
for anyone wishing to 
know something about 
the history of the 
ancient town, not least 
the media when chasing 
up stories. 

His talks to the soci¬ 
ety and the walks that 
he led soon became 
some of the highlights 
of the society’s year, for 
he had a keen wit and 
was a fine raconteur. 

He was much in 
demand with other 
groups, not just in 
Llantwit Major, but 
across the Vale. 

Before he moved to 
Llantwit, on taking up 
the post of senior lec¬ 
turer in history at 
Glamorgan College of 
Education, Barry, he 
had demonstrated his 
knowledge of the 
medieval period in 
Wales in his work on 
Neath Abbey. 

In Llantwit, this 
interest almost became 
a passion and led to a 


f \ 
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number of articles for 
the society’s volumes 
‘Llantwit Major, 

Aspects of its History’, 
culminating in one 
charting the Raglan 
family and their regen¬ 
eration of the town in 
the late 15th and early 
16th centuries, pub¬ 
lished just last year. 

Elwyn, as the soci¬ 
ety’s first archivist, 
began collecting mate¬ 
rial which eventually 
led to the creation of an 
archive room, which is 
open to the public in 
the Old School every 
Lriday afternoon. 

He also contributed 
to the texts of the series 
of blue plaques marking 
the buildings of impor¬ 
tance around the town. 
So his legacy will live 
on. 

Canon David 
Brunning, 
Nigel Williams 
(Chairman, Llantwit 
Major Local 
History Society) 


COWBRIDGE FIRE STATION - Recruitment Campaign 




Vacancies for local people at Cowbridge Fire Station 

“IF YOU LIVE WITHIN 5 MINUTES OF COWBRIDGE FIRE 
STATION, THEN WE HAVE AN OPENING FOR YOU” 


COWBRIDGE FIRE STATION is actively seeking men and women aged 18 or over 
from the Cowbridge locality to join their team of retained firefighters to be 
on call evenings and weekends only. Their work as a retained/part time fire¬ 
fighter is the same as a full time firefighter, except that they do not respond 
to emergencies from the fire stations, but respond from their own home, or 
in some cases their place of work, when their bleeper/alerter sounds. 

around my athletic training schedule. Being a 
' i fir " ' 1 1 -. 


Carl Evans, the Station Manager at 
Cowbridge said “As a retained Firefighter 
you are providing a first class service to your 
neighbours, family, friends and the general 
community of Cowbridge. By joining the 
team here at Cowbridge, you can expect to: 

• Earn up to £9660 a year responding to 
emergencies from your own home or 
workplace. 

• Learn new skills and gain a Full Modern 
Apprenticeship in Operations in the 
Community. 

• Provide a service to your community 
where your friends and family live.” 

Some questions asked by new people 
before they apply are: 

“If i say I am available to work every 
night and all weekend, will I have to work 
it alir 

The answer to this is NO. Depending 
upon what contract you want, you can either 
be on call for: 42 hours a week for a 50% 
salary contract; 63 hours a week for a 75% 
salary contract, or 84 hours a week for a 
100% salary contract. 

“When I am on call, do I have to be at 
the station?” 

No, we do not want you to be at the sta¬ 
tion, you can in in your own home, place or 
work, basically anywhere within 5 minutes of 
getting to the station.The only time you need 


to come to the station is every Wednesday 
night between 6pm and 9pm for training, ana 
of course when your alerter goes off and you 
have a fire call. 

“Will I be paid to go on courses!” 

Yes, you will then be paid the full rate of a 
wholetime firefighter for the duration of the 
course. 

Currently at Cowbridge, working along¬ 
side the Wholetime firefighters, are 14 
Retained firefighters. Among them is David 
Thomas, a self employed carpenter who 
joined as a retained firefighter in 2009. “I 
joined the retained fire service at Cowbridge 
in order to serve the community in which I 
live. Apart from the excitement and the chal¬ 
lenge of attending emergencies, I get satisfac¬ 
tion from a job well done, helping the visitors 
and residents of Cowbridge. Whether I’m 
tackling a big fire or dealing with the after- 
math of a road accident, working with a team 
of firefighters is everything. Since joining, the 
fire service has paid to put me through my 
LGV driving course, and emergency driving 
course, and I am now one of the drivers of 
the fire engine.” 

Another firefighter, Lianne Clarke, who 
also joined in 2009 works along side her 
father who is a Retained Crew Manager at 
the station said “I joined the Retained Fire 
Service at Cowbridge as I am able to work 


retained firefighter, I work flexible hours but 
I am still able to have a social life, and carry 
out my athletics training when I am on call. 
When my alerter sounds, I just respond 
immediately from where I am in Cowbridge.” 

The two newest recruits at Cowbridge, 
are 21 year old Hans Kennedy and 28 year 
old Robert Funffinger. Hans said: “Since join¬ 
ing the station, I have been to a number of 
fires and road traffic collisions in the Vale, 
Bridgend and Cardiff areas.The sense of job 
satisfaction you get when working as a team 
member with a fire crew is second to none. 

I have learnt many new skills since joining, 
and I am on my Water Safety and Road Traffic 
Rescue course in March”. 

So come along to Cowbridge Fire Station, 
Druids Green, to see what we have to offer 
you, watch some fire fighting demonstra¬ 
tions, talk to the team and try some of the 
tests on either Wednesday 27th 
February or Wednesday 6th March, 
anytime between 6.00 pm and 7.30 pm. If 
you are unable to make any of these, you can 
ring the Station Manager at Cowbridge to 
arrange an alternative date. Contact: 

Station Manager Carl Evans 
Telephone 07919 227723 
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COWBRIDGE STUDENTS BRING RODGERS 
AND HAMMERSTEIN’S CLASSIC TO LIFE 





ABOVE: Asha Fletcher Peters (left) 
played the Mother Abbess. 


STUDENTS at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School recent¬ 
ly staged their school musical, 
bringing the Rodgers and 
Hammerstein favourite, The 
Sound of Music, to the stage in 
the new theatre in the school. 

The head of drama at the school, 
Amanda Campbell, told The GEM that 
the show had gone very well, and had 
been a great send-off for Saskia Pay, a 
regular in school musical productions, 
who played the role of Maria in her last 
year in the school. 

She added: “We had one lovely 
moment, because our Captain von 
Trapp had to drop out and Tom 
Cunnington stepped in at the last 
minute. Tom didn’t breath a word to 
his mother, who was coming to see the 
show anyway - so everyone was look¬ 
ing to see her face when she realised he 
was playing the lead!” 

The cast were all students at the 
school except for the youngest Von 
Trapp family members, of course, who 
were recruited from local primary 
schools. 

CAST: 

Maria: Saskia Pay; Captain von Trapp: 
Tom Cunnington; the Baroness Elsa 
Schraeder: Verity Belle Atkinson; Max 
Detweiler: Tom Harmer; Mother 
Abbess: Asha Fletcher Peters; Leisl: 
Olivia Hopper; Louisa: Elinor Parsons; 
Friedrich: Luka Wallis/Finnbar 

Murphy; Kurt: Patrick Sheppard; 
Brigitta: Anna Hooper/Ffion Smith; 
Marta: Tess Knight/Zoe Champion; 
Gretl: Gemma Chester/Mia Jenkins; 
Sister Margaretta: Abbie Brooks; 


Sister Berthe: Bella Davis; Herr 
Zeller: Connor Brown; Rolf: William 
John; Frau Scmidt: Rachel Leyshon; 
Franz: Gareth Otley; 

Heidi/Saengerbund: Lydia Blackwell; 
Helga/Saengerbund: Erin Harrington; 
Saengerbund: Selena Radcliffe; Sister 
Sophia: Megan Jones; Sister 

Angus/Ursula: Fran Blyth; Sister 
Bernice: Kate Champion; Sister 
Agnetha: Megan Warburton; Herr 
Goetha: Gareth Jones; Admiral Von 
Shreiber: Dexter Budd; Bron 

Elberfeld: Buzz Schofield; Baroness 
Elberfield/Sister Clara: Olivia 

Chester; Postulants: Ceri 

Richmond/Rachel Leyshon; Director: 
Mrs A Campbell; Musical director: Mr 
A Colbome/Miss R Owen. 

Orchestra: Flute: Sara Friel, Alice 
Sturgess-Webb, Anna Wynne, Oboe: 
Sophie Gallagher; Clarinet: Katie 
Wynne, Joe Stephenson, Cartin 
Howells; French Horn: Cameron 
Hughes; Trumpet: Michael Hain, 
Thomas Graham-Jose, Oliver 
Reynolds; Trombone: Mr D Mace; 
Piano: Mr A Colborne; Percussion: 
Jasper Watkins; Harp: loan 

Wardhaugh; Violin: Mrs J Williams, 
Naimh Gallagher, Kim Dreyer; Cello: 
Hannah Clist. 

Make-up: By students from L2 
Theatrical make-up course, Coleg 
Gwent, Crosskeys Campus - Emily- 
Rose Bevan, Anna Coleman, Claudia 
Gilman, Laura Pemberton, Leia 
Bishop, Sarah Davies, Rachel Godfrey, 
Rea Powell, Sorell Bown, Olivia 
Davies, Sadie Jones, Paula Robins, 
Nicola Burley, Lauren Fisher, Caitlin 
Lamb, Victoria Rowe. 


ABOVE: ‘How do we solve a problem like Maria?’ 


Vale of 
Glamorgan 
bridge 

MONDAY, 
February 11 (21 

pairs); 

First, Vida Halford 
and Glyn Williams, 
66.18 per cent; second, 
John Henson and Geoff 
Tinkler, 62.78; third, 
Ray Smith and Marjorie 
Morris, 59.82; fourth, 
Debbie Richards and 
Simon Richards, 58.75; 
fifth, Dennis Smith 
and Colin Easterbrook, 
56.24; sixth, Anne 
Hughes and Graham 
Norris, 55.65. 

We regret the error 
that occurred on the club 
computer and the above 
is a ‘recovery’ result. BS 


The production team (left to right): Miss Rhian Owen and 
Mr Adrian Colborne (musical directors); David Mace (student 
teacher) and Mrs Amanda Campbell (director). 


William John as 
Rolf and Oilivia 
Hopper as Liesl. 


VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

GRANTS TO COMMUNITY/VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS 

Applications are invited from COMMUNITY/VOLUNTARY ORGANISA¬ 
TIONS (not individuals) seeking assistance for the 
financial year 2013/2014. 

Applicants are required to complete an application form which is available 
from: Accountancy Section, Finance Dept., Civic Offices, Holton Rd., Barry. 
CF63 4RU. Tel: 01446 709250/186. Fax: 01446 701729. 
Applications from or on behalf of national organisations, 
or other organisations, which are not based within the Council’s area 
will not normally be considered. 

Applications will be considered on their merit and according to this Council’s 
criteria, a copy of which accompanies the application form. Submission of 
an application does not automatically ensure that a grant will be made. 

Organisations in receipt of this funding last year will have already 
been sent the appropriate form for completion and need not respond 
to this advertisement. vale oiG lamorgan 

Application forms are to be returned 
by Tuesday, 30 April 2013. 

Civic Offices 

Holton Road Sian Davies, 

Barry CF63 4RU Managing Director 
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‘BEWARE 

ROGUE 

TRADERS’ 

WARNING 


POLICE in the Vale are warning house¬ 
holders not to fall victim to unscrupulous 
rogue traders who are calling at their 
homes offering to carry out work. 

Recently, an elderly resident in Ogmore-by-Sea 
was targeted by two men offering to carry out some 
gardening work and maintenance. 

Acting Inspector Darren Grady of South Wales 
Police said: ’’Rogue traders use unscrupulous tactics 
and target residents, particularly the elderly or vul¬ 
nerable, and deliberately overcharge for unsatisfac¬ 
tory services. They are often linked to distraction 
burglaries. 

“Distraction burglars use a variety of tactics to 
deceive the victim to get into their home to steal 
valuables. 

“They often claim to be from the water board, the 
electricity company, local council or other organisa¬ 
tions, and they will try to pressurise or confuse the 
person who answers the door.” 


TO LET ON LICENCE 

THE FOLLOWING GRAZING LAND IS 
AVAILABLE BY INFORMAL TENDER 
FROM APRIL 2013 UNTIL JANUARY 2014: 

2.58 acres - opp. Manor House, 
Sully Road, Penarth 
2.83 acres - Old Port Road, Wenvoe 

Closing date for receipt of completed Tenders is 

12 noon FRIDAY 15th MARCH 2013 

Contact: Sian Cornwell-Shaw 
Estates Section, 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Civic Offices, 

Holton Road, 

Barry CF63 4RU 
Tel: 01446 709756 

Email: scornwell-shaw@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 


Samaritans are hit 
by callous thieves 


A LOCAL charity, 
Bridgend 

Samaritans was left 
“deeply shocked” 
after thieves target¬ 
ed its van and in the 
course of stealing its 
exhaust and catalyt¬ 
ic converter, caused 
damage totalling 
£2,500. 

The distinctive green 
van, often seen at local 
events, and in town cen¬ 
tres when Samaritans 
are doing outreach work 
in the community, has 
always been left on the 
forecourt outside the 
charity’s base in Green 
Street, Bridgend. 

A Samaritans’ 
spokesman said: “The 
theft took place some¬ 
time during the week of 
4th February 4-9, when 
it was parked in its 
usual place, outside the 


REPIORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


branch.” 

The van was bought 
from fundraising in the 
wake of the ‘Bridgend 
Suicides’ in 2008, and is 
regularly used by the 
branch to attend events 
throughout the region. 

Its most high-profile 
use is for the weekly 
‘Feet on the Street’ 
service on Saturday 
evenings in Bridgend 
town centre, which pro¬ 
vides a valuable listen¬ 
ing service to those who 
are feeling distressed or 
worried, and wish to 
talk to someone in con¬ 
fidence. 

John Osborne, the 
chairman of Bridgend 
Samaritans, said: “We 
are all deeply saddened 
by what has happened 
and would request that 
if anyone has any infor- 


Welfare reform 
roadshows 

THE Vale Council is hosting welfare 
reform roadshows across the Vale next 
month to help those who are worried 
about how they will cope with changes to 
their benefits. 

Advisors from the council’s benefits and housing 
teams will be on hand to answer questions such as 
the so-called ‘bedroom tax’ (under-occupancy), with 
partner agencies, including the Citizens Advice 
Bureau, Jobcentre Plus and the Pension Service. 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon • 



■' i APPLIANCE t 
COOKWARE CENTRE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 
MACHINES 
From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories . 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock . 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
EVERY SATURDAY 
DURING FEBRUARY 

Only with this voucher 


DISCOUNTS FOR THE 
OVER 60s on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 

(Please ask in-store for details) 

ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER 


f 


3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 



OPEN: 

Monday - Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


mation, please report it 
to the Bridgend police. 

“The van is an 
important asset of the 
branch which is con¬ 
stantly used in a number 
of outreach projects, to 
raise awareness and 
promote the vital servic¬ 
es that Bridgend 
Samaritans provide to 
the population of 
Bridgend and its sur¬ 
rounding area. ” 

He added: “Despite 
the theft, the dedicated 
FOTS team of volun¬ 
teers still took to the 
streets of Bridgend on 
the Saturday. The 
branch has been assured 


that repairs to the van 
will be carried out as 
soon as possible.” 

Bridgend Samaritans 
is currently celebrating 
its 40th year of service 
in the borough, and reg¬ 
ularly takes more than 
10,000 calls from peo¬ 
ple both within the bor¬ 
ough of Bridgend and 
from around the UK. 

Samaritans is still the 
only helpline available 
24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, that offers 
support to anyone strug¬ 
gling to cope. 

Mr Osborne said: 
“Every penny raised 
helps Bridgend 
Samaritans to keep this 
vital service available. 
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Open letter to 
ex-pupils of 
Ysgol Gymraeg 
Sant Baruc... 


Fel y gwyddoch, 
mae addysg 
Gymraeg yn Y Barri 
wedi bod yn llwyddi- 
ant mawr ac mae 
eich cyfraniad chi 
i’r llwyddiant yma 
wedi bod yn bwysig 
iawn. 

Ond ar 61 gadael yr 
ysgol (Glantafac Ysgol 
Bro Morgannwg) prin 
yw’r cyfleoedd ichi 
siarad Cymraeg mewn 
sefyllfaoedd cymdeitha- 
sol ac rydym yn gwybod 
fod hyn yn creu rhwys- 
tredigaeth i lower 
ohonoch. 

Er mwyn creu 
cyfleoedd - a chael 
dipyn o hwyl - rydym 
am sefydlu AFIAITH 
grwp o gynddisgyblion 
fydd yn cyfarfod yn 
achlysurol er mwyn 
siarad Cymraeg mewn 
sefyllfa anjfurfwl. 

Bydd yn gyfle gwych i 
ail gyfarfod a hen 
ffrindiau ac i gymdeitha- 
su yn Gymraeg. 

Peidiwch a phoeni os 
ydy eich Cymraeg ychy- 
dig yn rydlyd - buan 
iawn y daw’r cwbl yn 61! 

Ac os oes gennych 
blant eich hunain erbyn 
hyn — a hwythau yn 
mynd i un o ysgolion 
Cymraeg y dref- byd- 
dwch yn medru eu helpu 
nhw lawer yn well os 
fyddwch chi wedi ail 
ddarganfod eich hyder 
eich hunan i siarad 
Cymraeg. 

Byddwn yn cyfarfod 
am y tro cyntafyn y 
Mount Sorrel ar nos 
Wener Mawrth lafam 
8.00pm -noson Gwyl 
Ddewi — noson dda i ail 
afaelyn AFIAITH y 
Gymraeg! 

YOU will all be 


aware that Welsh 
medium education 
in Barry has been 
an outstanding suc¬ 
cess story and as 
ex-pupils, you have 
all contributed to 
the success of this 
story. 

However, we know 
that many of you feel 
quite frustrated that after 
leaving secondary school 
(Glantaf and Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg) you have 
had great difficulty in 
finding opportunities to 
speak Welsh in an infor¬ 
mal setting. 

We would like to put 
this right! We aim to set 
up AFIAITH - a group 
of ex-pupils who will 
meet to socialise in 
Welsh and have a bit of 
fun. 

It will also be a great 
opportunity to catch up 
with old friends. 

Don’t worry if your 
Welsh is a bit rusty - it 
will all come back! 

And if you now have 
children yourselves -and 
they are pupils in any of 
the Welsh medium 
schools in Barry - imag¬ 
ine how much more con¬ 
fident you will be to 
help them with their 
education! 

We will be meeting 
for the first time in the 
Mount Sorrel Hotel in 
Barry on Friday, March 
1 at 8pm - what better 
way to celebrate St 
David’s Day than by 
rediscovering the lan¬ 
guage of heaven and 
joining AFIAITH! 
Dulyn Griffith and 
Gwenno Huws 


PACT meetings 

CADOC PACT, Palmerston Community Learning 
Centre on March 6 at 6pm. 

CORNERSWELL PACT, Fairfield Primary School, 
Dryden Road on March 4 at 6pm. 

PLYMOUTH PACT, Lower Penarth Community 
Centre, Brockhill Way, March at 7pm. 


Thursday, February 21st, 2013 



The van belonging to Bridgend Samaritans 
which fell victim to callous thieves. 

Local ‘Poppy’ 
appeal raised 
£28,000 in Vale 

Mr John Howells, the organiser at the 
Barry branch of the Royal British Legion, 
would like to thank the people of Barry and 
the rest of the Vale for their generous 
donations to the annual Poppy Appeal 
which was held before Christmas. 

The grand total of donations collected was more 
than £28.000for the year 2012 to 2013. 

Mr Howells said: “From the Barry branch of the 
Royal British legion, a big thank you to one and all. ” 
The branch members meet on every second 
Monday of each month at the Mayor’s Parlour in 
Barry Memorial Hall, starting at 2.30pm 

Anyone who wishes to come along to the meetings 
would be most welcome. DBS 

Difficulty 

Hearing? 

•# tt •# /I’* * 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


• The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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FRESH 

HOME 



p""»———— 

Kitchen Plastics 
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COURAGE AND SACRIFICE OF MEN 
IN THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC 

‘Britain’s Merchant 
seamen never faltered’ 


BARRY DOCK, CIRCA 1940. 


OUR ships and 
men have borne the 
brunt of every suc¬ 
cessful defence of 
our islands. 

The safety and 
defence of the British 
Isles throughout history 
has been founded on 
successful deployment 
of both our Royal and 
Merchant Navies 
around, not only our 
shores, but all over the 
world, right up to the 
end of the Second World 
War and in or out of 
conflict to date. 

Karl Donitz was a 
German naval com¬ 
mander during World 
War II. He advocated a 
strategy of attacking 
only merchant ships, tar¬ 
gets that were relatively 
safe to attack. 

He pointed out that 
destroying Britain's fleet 
of oil tankers would 
starve the Royal Navy of 
supplies needed to run 
its ships, which would 
be just as effective as 
sinking them. This 
would also have starved 
Britain. 

During the First 
World War, the 
Merchant Service suf¬ 
fered heavy losses from 
German U-boat attacks. 
A policy of unrestricted 
warfare meant that mer¬ 
chant seafarers were also 
at risk of attack from 
enemy ships. 

In honour of the sacri¬ 
fice made by merchant 
seafarers during the First 
World War, King George 
V granted the title 
‘Merchant Navy’ to the 
service. 

The Prince of Wales 
was made the Master of 
the Merchant Navy, a 
role handed down to the 
present Sovereign. 

In the two wars, Barry 
was an important seaport 
for our war effort and 
our allies, the 
Americans. During the 
Second World War, 

Barry was one of the 
few ports allowed to 
load explosives from the 
dockside, and was also 
used extensively by the 
American Army. British 
and American troops 
increased and eventually 
vehicles, equipment and 
troops left Barry Docks 
en route to Normandy. 

This year will be 
especially important, as 
it was in 1943 that the 
eventual outcome of the 
Battle of the Atlantic 
was largely determined. 
This May, the Merchant 
Navy and the Royal 
Navy are to join in 
marking the 70th 
anniversary of the Battle 
of the Atlantic. 

The date has been 
chosen because it was in 
that month, in 1943, that 
better deployment of 
technology and intelli¬ 
gence finally turned the 
tide against the wolf 
packs. It was a pivotal 
moment, which allowed 
the logistical build-up 
that would ultimately 
lead to the success of D- 
Day. 

During the ‘Year of 
the Convoy’ it is intend¬ 
ed to look further behind 
the names of those 
recorded on our local 


monuments and in our 
Roll of Honour. 

The month of 
February in years 1940- 
45: 

The SS Loch Maddy 
was en route from 
Vancouver and Victoria 
BC for Leith, when she 
was torpedoed to the 
east of Orkney by the 
German submarine U-57 
on February 21, 1940, 
but didn’t sink. 

She was taken in tow 
but at 1.09 am on the 
22nd, she received 
another torpedo, this 
time from the German 
submarine U-23, com¬ 
manded by the famous 
U-Boat commander Otto 
Kretschmer. 

The torpedo broke her 
in two. The bow sank 
but the stem was towed 
away and beached in 
Inganess Bay in the 
Orkneys, and the cargo 
salvaged. 

She was carrying 
2,000 tons of wheat, 
6,000 tons lumber and 
aircraft. Four crew were 
lost, from a total crew of 
39. Local man Herbert 
Henry Phipps, son of E 
Phipps, and of Ada 
Phipps, of Barry, was a 
casualty; 35 survivors 
were picked up by the 
destroyer HMS Diana 
and landed at Scapa 
Flow. 

A local resident, 
Abdullah Ali, perished 
on February 23, 1941. 
His ship, the SS Cape 
Nelson , was hit by a tor¬ 
pedo from U-95 and 
sank by the bow within 
seven minutes. 

On the same day, 
more local men were 
lost: David W Jones, 
Mohamed Sali and 
Frederick W Tagoe, crew 
members of the SS 
Marslew, sank by U-69 
about 300 miles north- 
northwest of Rockall. 

On February 26, 
Joseph George was lost 
from the Llanwem, 
attacked in an air raid 27 


of the crew were killed. 
A day later, February 27, 
1941 saw the loss of 
local men Edgar 
Pritchard and Leslie 
Wharrard of the British 
steamship Baltistan, tor¬ 
pedoed and sunk by 
Italian submarine 
Michele Bianchi about 
400 miles west of 
Valentia Island, Ireland. 

Fifty-one of her com¬ 
plement of 69 were 
killed. On the same day, 
Frederick Izzard was 
lost; his ship was the 
Empire Tiger which 
foundered about 30 
miles south of Iceland. 

February 1, 1942 
would see the loss of 
John Henry Moore of 
the Tacoma Star which 
was torpedoed and sunk 
by German submarine 
U-109 - and a few days 
later, on February 6, 
Albert E Smith from the 
torpedoed SS Opawa. 
February 10, 1942 saw 
the losses of Thomas W 
Phillips and James 
Yeoman, crew of the LT 
Robert Mory. 

The steamer was dam¬ 
aged by German bomb¬ 
ing five miles west of 
Trevose Head. 

Trevor Davies was 
lost from the SS Adellen 
on February 22, 1942. 
The enemy U-155 fired 
three torpedoes at the 
convoy ONS-67 south of 
Cape Farewell. Adellen 
and another ship, the 
Norwegian MV Sama, 
were hit and sunk. 

February 1943 saw 
the sinking of the SS 
Harmala. 

On the seventh day of 
the month she was torpe¬ 
doed by German subma¬ 
rine U-614 when south 
east of Cape Farewell 
and about 750 miles 
west of Ireland. Local 
men Arthur Farley and 
Stefan Lonnberg were 
lost. 

The cargo ship Pacific 
left Sunderland on 
February 7, 1943, in 


convoy for London, car¬ 
rying a cargo of coal. 

The convoy became 
scattered in bad weather 
during the night of the 
8th, and at daybreak on 
the 9th, the Pacific and 
two other ships had dis¬ 
appeared. 

She carried a crew of 
38, including local men 
John L Benson, William 
L Betts and Geoffrey 
Norman Lake. 

On February 27, 

1945, the SS Sampa was 
en route from Antwerp 
to England, when she 
struck a mine at 17hl2, 
off Ostend. Part of the 
portside of the ship was 
torn away; 15 minutes 
after the explosion, SS 
Sampa disappeared 
below the waves, taking 
with her 12 crew, includ¬ 
ing local man Walter D 
Macleod. The rest of the 
crew was saved by HMS 
Middleton .’ 

“Let those who come 
after, see to it that his 
name be not forgotten” 

On October 30, 1945 
the Houses of Parliament 
unanimously carried the 
following resolution 
expressing gratitude to 
the Merchant Navy on 
the victorious end of the 
war: 

“That the thanks of 
this House be accorded 
to the officers and men 
of the Merchant Navy for 
the steadfastness with 
which they maintained 
our stocks of food and 
materials; for their serv¬ 
ices in transporting men 
and munitions to all bat¬ 
tles over all the seas, 
and for the gallantry 
with which, through a 
civilian service, they met 
and fought the constant 
attacks of the enemy. ” 

The Right 
Honourable Alfred 
Barnes, Minister of War 
Transport said:”The 
Merchant Seaman never 
faltered”. 

KEITH 

GREENWAY 




Under the RED DUSTER^ 

they sustain our Island Fortress 


THE RED DUSTER. 
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‘NO HORSE DNA WAS 
FOUND IN OUR FOOD’ 

- say local county councils 


THE two councils 
that cover The 
GEM’s circulation 
area - the Vale 
Council and 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) - have 
both issued state¬ 
ments as a result of 
the horse meat in 
processed food 
scandal. 

In a statement, the 
Vale Council declared 
it had a clean bill of 
health. 

It said that no 
traces of horse DNA 
had been found in 
food supplied by the 
council’s catering serv¬ 
ice. 


The statement said 
that tests had been 
carried out on prod¬ 
ucts available at 
schools, day centres, 
lunch clubs and care 
homes, and those tests 
confirmed that no 
equine DNA was pres¬ 
ent in the beef prod¬ 
ucts supplied to the 
council. 

Coun Neil Moore, 
the Leader of Vale 
Council, said: “We 
understand that resi¬ 
dents may have con¬ 
cerns in light of the 
recent revelations that 
horse meat has been 
discovered in beef 
products in some out¬ 
lets across the UK. 

“Tests have been 
carried out to verify 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


that meat products 
supplied by the council 
do not contain horse 
DNA. We can assure 
residents that our 
catering service is 
unaffected. 

“We will continue to 
monitor this situation 
closely.” 

The BCBC state¬ 
ment said: “The coun¬ 
cil purchases food sup¬ 
plies alongside other 
local authorities as 
part of the Wales 
Purchasing 
Consortium and also 
uses an external com¬ 
pany to carry out reg¬ 
ular food audits on 


suppliers. 

“Following recent 
media coverage of 
horse meat being 
found in certain super¬ 
market products, our 
meat suppliers have 
been required to carry 
out ‘traceability’ exer¬ 
cises and provide 
detailed confirmation 
on all meat served at 
facilities including 
schools and residential 
care homes. 

“The majority of 
our suppliers have 
already completed this 


A WELSH language 
and chat group 
meets on the last 
Thursday of every 
month from 8.30pm 
at the West End 
Social Club, St 
Nicolas Road, 
Barry. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“It is a welcoming and 
easy going group. 
Whether you are fluent, 
learning or just want to 
brush up, all are wel¬ 
come - for more infor¬ 
mation contact Anna on 
07931849258. ” 

S g w r s 


process, and to date no 
health issues have 
been identified, but 
any supplier who is 
unable to provide this 
information by the 
deadline of February 
22 will be automatical¬ 
ly suspended. 

“At the same time, 
random sampling of 
meat products provid¬ 
ed via the consortium 
arrangement is being 
carried out and we are 
liaising closely with 
the Food Standards 
Agency.” 


Cymraeg 

MAE grwp sgwrsio 
Cymraeg yn cwrdd 
ddydd Iau olaf pob 
mis o 8.30yn yn 
Glwb Cymdeithasol 
y West End, St 
Nicolas Road, Y 
Barri. 

Grwp croesawgar a 
llac. P’un a ydych yn 
rhugl, dysgu neu ddim 
ond eisiau i ymarfer mae 
croeso i bawb - Am fwy 
o wybodaeth cysylltwch 
ag Anna ar 

07931849258. 


j*** Tel: 01446 771660 Mob: 07854 125404 

[Of FEBRUARY TIP: 

Richard Couzens If weather is mild, occasionally 
cut the grass, maintaining about 
25mm of growth 
Keep off the 
grass if frozen 
or waterlogged 


UP TO £100 
CASHBACK 

SALES * SERVICE * SPARES 

Unit 10a, Vale Business Park, Llandow 

www.richardcouzens.co.uk 




WELSH CHAT 
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The drinks just 
keep on flowing 

Free bottomless soft books 
with every buffet or main meal. 
Prom just £5.99* 
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hek fum our hifkt n hbOrnw^ rw<u n*cl 
*«*f treat pou too free bottofflfcst fork 
Mth ym« food 

BiilTvt Ljtlvi ait noktiv tvtMHfi 1 J ructi 

end Spot To just £5 99 The f\»b Cloves men. 

ft ovsitabk al dvy vsvry day, a*vi lhMw\ 

• iftr/ff ot you can rat TiTtr* eve*} n«jhr 


Birthday surprise! 



Mrs Janne Hill with Rev Adelaide 
Sunday 

MRS JANNE HILL, a popular 
member of Bethania Presbyterian 
Church, Pendoylan, had a big sur¬ 
prise when visiting Pendoylan 
Memorial Hall following last 
Sunday morning service, to dis¬ 
cover her husband Anthony, 
assisted by family members 


Wheeler-Cocks and children from 
school. 

Rachel and Andrew, had organ¬ 
ised a luncheon party to celebrate 
her 70th birthday. 

Having only just returned from their 
winter break in Portugal, Janne was 
taken by complete surprise to see a 
packed hall greet her arrival, including 
members of the Sunday school. 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don't replace tha» Framnt... ju%t th«* Pahhk! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Wjint the latest energy saving gtavt? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing. 

I 


. .we make saving money perfectly clear 


Gall Freephone 0800 61 21 118 
www.cloiJdy2clear.com 


Sfnpfe* *| c* ^our detail bdo* and bring rh 
voucher writh you to rt>«r ttwt ©Iff r 



Su»n§mt 
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VALE YOUNGSTERS 
FLOCK IN TO BUILD 
NESTING BOXES... 


New ambulance chief 
hears of Vale concerns 



William and Myles, with Dai the Owl. 


cleaning 

tocT Treat yourself 

Sparkling clean oven 

■ 



THERE are an 
estimated five to six 
million nest boxes 
in gardens across 
the UK, but now 
Rangers at 
Cosmeston Lakes 
Country Park are 
hoping to have 
added a few more, 
after the park host¬ 
ed a special event 
last weekend to cel¬ 
ebrate National 
Nest Box Week. 

The Rangers held a 
nest box making session 
on Saturday (February 
16) to coincide with 
National Nest Box Week 
(NNBW) from February 
14-21. 

The event proved a 
real crowd-pleaser as 
the park’s rangers, 

Steve, Aaron and 
Sharon were greeted by 
more than 40 children, 
all eager to try out their 
DIY skills by making 
their very own nest box. 


Owls4U also came 
along to the event, 
impressing the nest-box- 
makers with a display 
and fascinating talk 
about their rescued 
owls, Merlin, Dai and 
Honey. 

Ranger, Aaron Jones, 
said: “We hold this 
event every year at 
Cosmeston and it’s 
always popular with 
queues of children wait¬ 
ing to build a nest box. 
It’s great to see the chil¬ 
dren taking an interest 
in the wildlife.” 

The aim of National 
Nest Box Week, which is 
now in its 16th year, is 
to encourage people to 
put up nest boxes in 
their local area or gar¬ 
dens in order to create 
safe homes in which the 
birds can breed. 

It is hoped that the 
creation of extra nests 
will promote biodiversi¬ 
ty and conservation of 
breeding birds and 
wildlife. 



CARE AND REPAIR 

AGE CONCERN Cardiff and Vale’s Senior 
Health Shop, Holton Road, Barry, is holding a 
series of topics: health, home and monetary 
needs, and Care and Repair will be at the Senior 
Health Shop on February 28 (10am-12 noon) to 
give advice. 

Further information from the Shop (telephone 
01446 732385). 


THE new ambu¬ 
lance chief for the 
Vale, Bob Tooby, 
recently met the 
Vale AM Jane Hutt 
and Coun Gwyn 
John of Llantwit 
Major, to hear 
their concerns 
about access to 
ambulance services 
in the western Vale. 

Accompanied by the 
Chair of the Welsh 
Ambulance Trust, Stuart 
Fletcher, they were told 
that this was a new 
appointment for a senior 
officer to manage 
Cardiff and the Vale 
ambulance services. 

Ms Hutt reported: 
“With some welcome 


new developments, 
including the deploy¬ 
ment of senior para¬ 
medics in the Vale, the 
meeting provided a use¬ 
ful update on response 
time in the Vale, a dis¬ 


cussion about increased 
pressure on the ambu¬ 
lance services, and the 
importance of serving 
the growing needs of 
the western Vale. 


Pictured at the meet¬ 
ing - Jane Hutt AM, 
Coun Gwyn John, 
Stuart Fletcher and Bob 
Tooby. 


New choir’s first concert 


THE inaugural concert of 
‘Caritas’, the new Vale 
Chamber Choir led by founder 
and director, Lindsay Gray, will 
be held in the magnificent 
medieval setting of Ewenny 
Priory Church on March 7 at 
7.30pm. 

The concert includes Allegri’s 
famous and exceptionally beautiful 
Miserere, for many years heard only in 
the Sistine Chapel in Rome, and 
recently featured on the BBC TV 
Westminster Abbey documentary. 


It will be accompanied by a range 
of superb short pieces of choral music 
focussing especially on the 16th to 
early 18th centuries. 

This first concert of Caritas in an 
exciting and imaginative presentation 
in which the choir of 22 singers will be 
making full use of all three sections of 
one of the finest churches in south 
Wales. 

Conductor, Lindsay Gray, was for¬ 
merly head of Llandaff Cathedral 
School, and Director of the Royal 
School of Church Music. 

For tickets, call 01656 653020. 
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'No plans to close two 
schools In the Vale’ 


A T the council 
meeting of 
January 23, it 
was agreed that the 
Deposit Local 
Development Plan 
(LDP), agreed by the 
previous administra¬ 
tion in January 2012 
and then published 
for public consulta¬ 
tion, should not be 
progressed any fur¬ 
ther and that work 
should commence on 
a replacement 
Deposit LDP. 

We will be reporting 
and consulting on the 
progress made on our 
replacement Deposit 
LDP in the near future. 

The council’s budget 
will be reported to the 
council meeting on 
March 6. As previously 
stated, we are commit¬ 
ted to protecting both 
the social services and 
education budgets. 

Although setting the 
budget will not be easy, 
I intend to ensure we 
have a balanced budget. 
To do this, we will have 
to increase the council 
tax, as well as take 
money from our 
reserves. 

It will be a difficult 
budget for many rea¬ 
sons, such as the 
Welfare Reform cuts 
that will inevitably hit 
residents and the coun¬ 
cil, along with the cuts 
to our Government 
^funding, on top of the 


VIEW FROM THE VALE 

by Coun 

NEIL 
MOORE 

Leader of 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Council 



£25 million we need to 
save from our budgets 
in the next four years. 

Historically, the Vale 
Council has a council 
tax rate well below the 
Welsh average and 
massively so against 
English councils. 

This has meant that 
we are one of the low¬ 
est funded councils in 
Wales, if not the UK. 
We have inherited (yet 
again) a massive over¬ 
spend in social services 
which has meant that an 
extra £2m needs to be 
found this year, with 
another £1.4m for next 
year. 

This coupled with 
the growing demand for 
social services and the 
introduction of welfare 
reform by the UK 
Government, leaves us 
with no other option 
than to propose this 
increase in council tax 
for this year. 

The exact figure has 
not yet been agreed, but 
there is no alternative 


under the circum¬ 
stances, despite the 
considerable use of 
reserves for the coming 
years. 

However, I can con¬ 
firm that it is intended 
that the council’s budg¬ 
et for schools will be 
increased and for the 
first time, that I can 
remember, the spending 
will meet the suggested 
budget allocation rec¬ 
ommended by the 
Welsh Government. 

‘ Speculation’ 

ON the subject of edu¬ 
cation, much is being 
said at the moment 
about addressing the 
surplus school places 
and its implication on 
schools within the 
Vale. 

Much of this specu¬ 
lation has regrettably 
been fuelled by the 
local Conservative MP 
and the local Leader of 
the Conservatives in the 
Welsh Assembly. 

Actually, the 
Scrutiny report has not 


yet been considered by 
cabinet, but I can con¬ 
firm that the recom¬ 
mendations will not be 
implemented in full. 

In fact, I do not sup¬ 
port the closure of 
either the Llanfair or 
Llancarfan Schools for 
many reasons and I 
hope that cabinet will 
come to this decision. 

My cabinet col¬ 
leagues and I have 
grave reservations 
about many of the rec¬ 
ommendations. There 
may, however, need to 
be changes to the 
schooling arrangements 
within the Vale, but any 
decisions will be based 
on solid evidence and 
will make the best use 
of the resources avail¬ 
able and give the chil¬ 
dren the best possible 
chance in life. 

The report to cabinet 
on this subject will be 
presented very soon and 
that report will give fur¬ 
ther information, which 
should explain the situ¬ 
ation in greater depth, 
and stop all the unnec¬ 
essary speculation. 

I sincerely hope that 
those people who have 
created the fears and 
created the anxiety 
about the school issues, 
will apologise for creat¬ 
ing such chaos and 
anguish -for no other 
than possibly political 
reasons. 

They should be 
ashamed for being 
unforgivable scaremon¬ 
gers. 
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Local hedge trimmers to 
the fore in competition 


THE Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Ploughing & 

Hedging Society held 
its annual mechani¬ 
cal hedge trimming 
event at St Athan on 
February 17. 

The society was very 
grateful to David Lowe 
for allowing the use of 
his field. 

The competition was 
sponsored by Jonathan 
Edwards & Son and was 
judged by Philip Locke. 
Nigel Sullivan donated 
The Perpetual Shield for 
first place. 

The sun shone on the 
competitors, who had to 
cut around 80 yards of 
hedge within an hour. 

The head steward, 
John Morgan, called off 
the use of the inside of 
the field as the ground 
was far too wet, so the 
competitors were given 
points for cutting the 
roadside and the top of 
the hedge. 

In each section, an 
obstacle post was placed 
in the centre of the 
hedge which then had to 
be cut around. 

This made the job 
more difficult for the 
competitors. 

The standard of 
workmanship in the 
competition was very 
high. The winner of the 
event was Adam 
Llewellyn, of Kenfig 
Hill; runner-up was 



Mike Thomas; third 
place went to Tom 
Lougher; and fourth was 
R Morgan. 

The chairman of the 
society, Andrew Studley, 
thanked the sponsors, 
the judge and the com¬ 
petitors for giving their 
time to attend and mak¬ 
ing it such a successful 
event. 

The overall winner, 
Adam, was then asked 
to cut all the remaining 
bits from the hedge, so 
that it was left in a tidy 
state for the season 
ahead - that is the cost 
of being the winner! 

Basil George of 
Ogmore Village was 
presented by Andrew 
Studley with the soci¬ 
ety’s trophy for services 
to Welsh Ploughing and 
for his support, in par¬ 
ticular, to the Vale of 
Glamorgan Ploughing & 
Hedging Society. 


ABOVE: Adam Llewellyn receiving 
the winner’s shield. 



Basil George receiving his trophy. 


Cardiff & The Vale 
WINDOW CLEANING 


Traditional and Reach 
and Wash Methods 
Regular & Reliable Service 
Reasonable Rates 
Free Quotes 

07764 323245 ’ 
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Out and About with Hie G 



Apatow’s latest a rambling, 
but enjoyable effort... 


H aving seen 
his band of 
young 

comedians blossom 
into big names, 
Judd Apatow has 
entered something 
of a reflective time. 

Having helmed the 
likes of The 40 Year Old 
Virgin and Knocked Up, 
his last film, Funny 
People, was a medita¬ 
tive comedy that had a 
far more mature out¬ 
look. 

Keeping this theme, 
his latest film, This Is 
40, reunites us with Pete 
and Debbie (Paul Rudd 
and Leslie Mann) from 
Knocked Up, as we see 
how their lives are 
shaping up as the big 
birthday shows up on 
their horizon - but all 
isn’t plain sailing for 
the couple... 

While Judd Apatow’s 
films have never been 
lacking in heart and 
emotion to go along 


with the high joke rate, 
2009’s Funny People 
saw the writer/director 
temper the humour with 
concerns about life and 
making the most of the 
opportunities that come 
our way. 

This Is 40 doesn’t 
deviate too far from that 
template, again making 
observations on the 
fleeting nature of life, 
how society and your 
peers influence your 
decisions and how 
growing older doesn’t 
always mean growing 
wiser. 

While it does this 
with a keen eye for 
humour rather than 
melodrama, making it 
an easy watch, its mean¬ 
dering, slightly un¬ 
focused feel, means that 
while still hugely 
watchable, it isn’t the 
smash you would hope 
for. 

Apatow’s move into 
‘grown-up’ filmmaking 
is no bad one, but you 
can’t help but feel his 


previous successes have 
made him slightly bul¬ 
let-proof, particularly in 
regards in his approach. 

Had this been made 
by a less-renowned 
writer/director, you can 
imagine the studio 
would have asked for a 
tighter cut (the film lag¬ 
ging somewhat with a 
runtime of 132 minutes) 
but as it is a Judd 
Apatow film then such 
requests have gone by 
the wayside, leaving a 
work that entertains but 
goes the long way about 
it, subplots coming and 
going. 

It feels like an excuse 
to see some top comedy 
actors improvise and 
have fun, and while it 
comes across like that 
onscreen, you can’t help 
but feel a more judi¬ 
cious cut would have 
strengthened it greatly. 

There is little fault¬ 
finding with the per¬ 
formances, led more 
than ably by Paul Rudd 
and Apatow’s real-life 




The New 

Green 

Dragon 

Inn Llancadle 
01446 750881 
AND 

the 

WENVOE 
ARMS Wenvoe 
02920 591129 


Bookings now being taken for 
MOTHER’S DAY - Sunday March 10th 



Every Wednesday 
2 Curries and 2 Cobra Beers £12.59 

Available every day - 2 Meals for £10.45 
2 Meals and a Bottle of Wine for £19.95 


New Wine List - Real Ales - Private Parties catered for 


at the WENVOE ARMS 

Saturday, 2nd March - from 7pm 

CHARITY CASINO 
& RACE NIGHT 

Prizes - Entertainment - Magician 
Dress Code: James Bond 



SIX NATIONS RUGBY MEAL DEAL 

All matches shown live in the bar, function room 
and lounge - Meal and a drink for only £10.95 


Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th May 

SPRING CRAFT MARKET 

plus live music in the beer garden 
Sunday 5th May 

Live Music with 6 Off the Cuff’ & Matt Cook 


www.greendragon-llancadle. co. uk 
www. wenvoearms. co. uk 


wife Leslie Mann. 

Rudd is always a like¬ 
able performer and here 
is no exception, the 
actor giving his usual 
comedic turn and shar¬ 
ing a wonderful chem¬ 
istry with Mann, who 
takes her moment in the 
spotlight and runs with 
it. 

She steps up to the 
plate and delivers a 
really superb turn that 
shines brightest. 

Surrounding them are 
lovely supporting per¬ 
formances, from 
Apatow and Mann’s 
real-life daughters to 
Albert Brooks and John 
Lithgow as parents 
struggling to connect 
with their children. 

When a film can make 
Megan Fox look like a 
decent actress then you 
know you’re onto a 
winner! 

With warmth and 
likeability in large serv¬ 
ings, This Is 40 is no 
bad film, and even with 
the slightly scattergun 
plot makes for an enter¬ 
taining watch; but if 
only Apatow had been 
slightly more lethal in 
terms of his self-editing, 
then it would be a truly 
superb film. 

As it is, it’s a divert¬ 
ing, but undoubtedly 
funny, work. 

VERDICT: Another 

Yarn bombers set 
to invade library 

AS part of the Barry Arts Festival, Yarn 
Bombing sessions take place in Barry Library 
every Wednesday from 10am-12pm. 

This year, Barry Arts Festival is holding an exhi¬ 
bition of examples of yam bombing in Art Central 
gallery, before and after the festival and an invita¬ 
tion is extended to all crocheters - new and experi¬ 
enced - to support the project. A series of sessions 
will be held in Barry Library to teach newcomers 
and share with experts, and create as much yardage 
of yarn as possible. 

The original aim of the yam bombing art move¬ 
ment, which is less than a decade old, was to create 
knitwear and crochet to wrap around objects and 
reclaim public spaces that were perceived to be cold 
and impersonal. 

Trees, statues and even buildings have all sprout¬ 
ed wool overnight as a result of fuzzy graffiti activi¬ 
ties. It is used by many groups and individuals to cel¬ 
ebrate milestones or promote causes. 





by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


step towards more seri¬ 
ous fare for Judd 
Apatow, This Is 40 isn’t 
a drama by any means, 
but its balance of come¬ 
dy and pathos makes it 
a worthwhile watch. 
Winning performances 
by top comedy actors 
add to the quality in 
what is an entertaining, 
if slightly rambling, 
piece of work. 
Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Funny People 
(2009), Manhattan 
(1979). 


WimTO 

ON February 21 at 10am, ‘Three 
Saints and a battle’, (two hours), 
start at St Fagans Museum car 
park (fee payable, £3.50). 

On February 21 at 10-am, the cof¬ 
fee shop strollers at Cold Knap, 

Barry, outside the Bridge Cafe. 

February 24 at 2pm, ‘Start of 
Spring Walk, St Peter’s Church, Mill 
Road, Dinas Powys. 

February 28 at 10.30am, ‘Over the 
Downs’, starting at the Fox and 
Hounds car park, St Bride’s Major. 

Book club 

BARRY Book Club meets once a 
month for a lively discussion (over 
a couple of glasses of wine!) about a 
chosen book. This month, it’s Alan 
Bennett’s Talking Heads today 
(Thursday, February 21). 

The club meets ever third Thursday 
of the month at Scarlet’s wine Bar, 
Broad Street, Barry at 7.30pm. 

For more information or for a full 
list of meeting dates and chosen 
books, contact carolinesharpewil- 
liams @ hotmail. co. uk. 

Vale AM’s surgery 

THE Vale of Glamorgan AM, Jane 
Hutt, will be holding an advice sur¬ 
gery tomorrow (Friday, February 
22) from 4pm to 5pm at Celtic Way 
Community Centre, Rhoose. No 
appointment is necessary. 

MP’s surgeries 

OGMORE MP Huw Irranca- 
Davies will be holding street surger¬ 
ies in Brynna on Friday (February 
22) between lpm-3pm, followed by 
a drop-in surgery at brynna OAP 
Hall, Southall Street, CF72 9QH. 

Rhoose bingo 

THE management committee at 
Rhoose Community Hall, Stewart 
Road, Rhoose, are holding another 
of their Saturday Afternoon bingo 
sessions. 

This will take place at the hall next 
Saturday, February 23. Doors open at 


2pm for a 2.30pm start. All proceeds 
go towards the running of the hall, 
Come and join us for a fun afternoon. 

Coastwatch coffee 

ON Tuesday, February 26, Nell’s 
Point National Coastwatch Station 
will be holding a charity coffee 
morning in the Corporate Suite 
Civic Office, Barry, 10.30am-12 
noon. Various stalls and raffle. 
Admission £1.50. 

Nell’s Point is manned by a team 
of fully trained volunteers providing a 
daylight watch 365 days of the year, 
and is totally dependent upon support 
from the community. 

History lecture 

COWBRIDGE and District Local 
History Society’s next lecture will 
be on Friday, March 1 at 7.30pm in 
the Lesser Hall of the Town Hall, 
Cowbridge. 

It will be the Maud Gunter 
Memorial Lecture and is about Owain 
Glyn Dwr’s invasions of southern 
Wales. 

The speaker will be Dr Ralph 
Griffiths, Professor Emeritus of 
Medieval History, Swansea 
University. All welcome. 

Writers’ talk 

THE Bridgend Writers’ Circle 
meets on Friday, March 8 in the 
Bryntirion and Laleston 
Community Hall at 7.15pm-9.15pm, 
when Peter Read, poet, playwright 
and writer, will talk on ‘55 years of 
Creativity’. All welcome. 

Lent lunches 

ALL SAINTS’ Barry Lent lunches 
start today (February 21) for four 
Thursdays ending on March 14 in 
All Saints’ Barry Church Hall on 
Park Road from 1, including raffle 
and soup, bread and cheese, and tea 
and coffee. 

Proceeds will go to the Kiyombe Cow 
scheme. Everyone is welcome. 


Local Pick-Up Points... 

CML Ltd 

Coach Tours 


DAY TRIPS... 
SHORT BREAKS... 

WOW PRICES! 


BOURTON ON THE WATER & MORETON IN MARSH - £18 


TUESDAY 12th March/TUESDAY 16th April. Featuring an architectural style 
all of its own and the steeply pitched roofs, stone mullions and dormer windows 
are typical. Built almost exclusively in warm yellow Cotswalds stone, enhancing 
this delightful village and Bond film location “Die Another Day” (2002). 


STRATFORD - UPON - AVON - £17 


SATURDAY 30th March. Stratford-upon-Avon is located in south 
Warwickshire. It lies on the river Avon and is 22 miles away from Birmingham. 
A very popular tourist destination with 3 million visitors per year. 


5 DAYS - ISLE OF WIGHT - GREAT VALUE! 


MONDAY 26th to 30th AUGUST - £239.00pp Single Rooms Limited. 
Staying at CARLTON HOTEL. Seafront position, Sandown • Coach 
excursions • Entertainment. Four nights bed and breakfast • 3 courses, 3 
choices evening dinner. All rooms ‘en suite’ with tea/coffee making. 


5 DAYS - IRELAND - GREAT PRICE! 


1st to 5th SEPTEMBER - £269.00pp Includes: Free Excursions - 
KILKENNY, WATERFORD CRYSTAL, MIDDLETON DISTILLERY for the 
“JAMESON EXPERIENCE” 4 nights Bed & Breakfast 3 courses - 3 choices 
evening dinner, full cooked Irish breakfast. All rooms en-suite with TV, tea/ 
coffee staying at The Grand Hotel, Tramore, nestling in the south east 
corner of Ireland overlooking the bay. With a wide range of sporting and 
leisure activities. 


MONTHLY SHOPPER - £44 


Calais & Belgium 

Fantastic savings with Duty Free Wines, Spirits, Beers and all Tobacco 
products. Plus fabulous savings on perfumes, make-up, cosmetics and lots 
more for this special low price. Book your seat early. (Make sure you have a 
current passport). 


PLUS 


Transport for Nights out, Football & Rugby Trips, 

Stag & Hen, Golf Trips, Airports, Racecourse’s 
- S ports Clubs. Group Discount Available. _ 

•m - Discounted Designer Outlets... City Tours... 
CML Continental Shopping Trips... 

A, Ltd rfV 


DON’T DELAY, CALL TODAY 

Coaches, Minibus, Limo Hire... 

Tel 01446 773541 / 02920 531033 
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New Vale choir to 
make its debut 
at Ewenny Priory 


A NEW Vale choir 
has been formed 
with two purposes 
- singing great 
music to a high 
standard and rais¬ 
ing money for good 
causes. 

The choir, called 
‘Caritas’ (Latin for char¬ 
ity) meets twice each 
month in St Nicholas, 
and its first concert is 
due to take place in the 
magnificent medieval 
setting of Ewenny 
Priory on Thursday, 
March 7, at 7.30 p.m. 

This first concert will 
be raising money for the 
Peterston and St Fagans 
branch of the NSPCC. 

The choir’s founder 
and conductor is 
Lindsay Gray,who lives 
in the village of St 
Nicholas. He was for¬ 
merly the head of the 
Cathedral School in 
Llandaff, and until last 
year was the director of 
the Royal School of 
Church Music, an inter¬ 
national charity. 

While at the 
Cathedral School, one 
promising young voice 
that he worked with was 
Charlotte Church, who 
sang duets with his 
daughter, who is a 
member of the new 


choir! 

Mr Gray told The 
GEM: “There are 22 
very able and experi¬ 
enced singers in the 
choir. Nobody involved 
takes any expenses or 
fees, so that as much as 
possible goes to chari¬ 
ty-” 

In the first concert at 
Ewenny, in addition to 
many other pieces of 
music, the choir will 
sing the famous 
‘Miserere’ by Allegri, 
which for many years 
was only ever heard in 
the Sistine Chapel in 
Rome, and which is 
now often heard on 
Classic FM. 

As a special feature, 
the choir will be using 
both sections of the 
building for the Allegri 
and during the interval, 
the audience will be 
invited for refreshments 
in the section of the 
Priory which was paint¬ 
ed by the artist Turner. 

The audience will 
then be invited to step 
back in time and listen 
to the choir singing an 
early Renaissance piece 
in the upper area of the 
priory before returning 
to the main part of the 
building for the rest of 
the concert. 

The choir consists of 



ABOVE: Lindsay 
Gray, who has 
formed a new choir 
in the Vale. 

10 sopranos, four altos 
(two female and two 
counter-tenors), four 
tenors and four basses 
(two baritones, two 
deep basses). 

Mr Gray said: “There 
are singers from ‘Only 
Men Aloud’, the various 
choirs of Llandaff 
Cathedral, Cantemus, 
church and chapel 
choirs (including some 
former Oxford and 
Cambridge choral 
scholars). 

“Many of the singers 
are also experienced 
soloists which means 
that all the solos are 


sung from within the 
choir. 

“In addition, we only 
use organ (or piano) 
accompaniment, and 
much of our singing is a 
cappella.” 

He continued: “Our 
repertoire focuses espe¬ 
cially on great works, 
from late medieval 
times to the 18th centu¬ 
ry, but we also perform 
more recent pieces. 

“We are delighted 
that one of the most 
exciting up and coming 
composers in Great 
Britain, Tommy Hewitt 
Jones, who has worked 
on film scores in 
Hollywood, as well as 
writing the music for 
the Olympic Mascot 
theme in 2012, will be 
attending the inaugural 
concert on March 7, and 
we look forward to 
singing a piece by him 
on that occasion. 

All proceeds go to the 
NSPCC; tickets are 
available from Caroline 
Gray (01446 760886) 
or Camellia Moody 
Jones (01446 760757) 
at £10 (concessions 
£7.50) but they are lim¬ 
ited in number. 


Lucas gets a real truck 
as a Christmas ‘present’ 



Lucas Hanman with director of visible 
services and housing, Miles Punter and 
recycling truck driver, Brian Baker. 


WHEN Lucas 
Hanman asked 
Father Christmas 
for a recycling 
truck, the Vale 
Council decided to 
help Santa make 
the seven-year- 
old’s wish come 
true. 

The council’s director 
of visible services and 
housing, Miles Punter, 
invited Barry resident 
Lucas on a behind-the- 
scenes tour of the Alps 
depot in Wenvoe - 
where most of the waste 
management, cleansing 
and highways vehicles 
are based. 

Lucas was allowed to 
sit on-board a recycling 
vehicle, was a VIP guest 
around the yard and pre¬ 
sented with a t-shirt and 
photograph of his tour. 

Lucas’s mum Hay ley 
said: “Lucas enthusiasti¬ 
cally recycles, and loves 
absolutely anything to 
do with vehicles, so we 
were thrilled to be invit¬ 
ed on site to see what 
happens at first-hand 
with the Vale Council’s 
fleet. 

“Since his visit, 

Lucas has been chatting 


about his experience all 
weekend to everyone he 
knows. Aside from the 
magic of Father 
Christmas, we would 
like to thanks Miles and 
his team at the Alps for 
making this happen.” 

The short tour also 
allowed Lucas to help 
carry out end-of-round 
vehicle checks, review 
CCTV footage at the 
Alps, operate the barrier 
at the security lodge 
with the guard on duty, 
see the heated gritting 
vehicle depot, salt store 
and the garage where 


the fleet vehicles are 
maintained. 

Miles Punter said: 
“We were delighted to 
grant this Christmas 
wish for a local boy. 

“We sometimes take a 
vehicle to schools to 
help improve young¬ 
sters’ understanding of 
the recycling process. 

“This year at the Vale 
Show, we are looking 
into the option of taking 
a recycling vehicle to 
our stand, so hopefully 
even more youngsters 
can experience first¬ 
hand what it’s like to sit 
on-board a vehicle and 
may be inspired to get 
involved and recycle at 
home.” 


Wine 

Circle’s 

monthly 

meeting 

THE Vale of 
Glamorgan Wine 
Circle meets on the 
first Tuesday of every 
month at 8pm in 
Llantwit Major Leisure 
Centre. 

For further details, 
contact Joanna Ping 
on 01446 792440, or 
Geoff Harding on 
01446 792041. 


MAYOR’S COFFEE 

THE National Coastwatch Institution at Nell’s 
Point will benefit from the Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan’s charity coffee morning in the cor¬ 
porate suite, Civic Office, Holton Road, Barry, 
on Tuesday, February 26 at 10.30am-12 noon. 
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Support your Butchers 
& Local Produce Provider j 



LOCAL PRODUCERS AND 
BUTCHERS REAP BENEFIT OF 
THE HORSEMEAT SCANDAL 


VALE OF 

GLAMORGAN SHOW 

Wednesday 21st August 2013 
Fonmon Castle Park, Nr. Cardiff Airport 
Call Nicola Gibson on 01446 710099 


PROUD TO SUPPORT OUR BUTCHERS 
AND LOCAL SUPPLIERS 



Quality 
Cooked Meats, 
Pies, Pasties, 
Sandwiches 
and Rolls, 
Dairy Products & 


Deli 

Food for Thought 
Continental Cheese - plus lots more 


Home made produce using locally 
sourced meats and products 


12 High Street, Barry 
Tel. 01446 735711 

www.foodforthoughtbany.co.uk 





93 HIGH STREET • BARRY 
3? 01446 735265 

e-mail: info@welshbutchers.co.uk 

www.welshbutchers.co.uk 

Buy Your Meat from a 
Butcher and you KNOW 
What you're Buying! 


John Marshall 

^ & COMPANY 

QUALITY BUTCHERS • EST1889 

We don’t horse around 
with our meat 
Support your local butcher - 
we only sell top quality meat 

76 Holton Road, Barry CF63 4HE 
Tel: 01446 733147 


LOCALLY REARED 
LAMB & PORK FOR SALE 

Prepared and packed, delivered locally. 

1/2 Lamb £50-70 
Whole Lamb £90-£120 

Our lambs are traditional breeds 
and our pigs are free-range and GM free. 

Tel: 07766 312049 

DYFFRYN GOLWCH FARM 

DYFFRYN, VALE OF GLAMORGAN 


C ONSUMERS want 
good, wholesome 
food, and need to 
know where it comes 
from. 

The recent controversy over 
meat labelling, has meant people 
are recognising, more than ever, 
the advantages of dealing with 
knowledgeable, local butchers. 

With customers needing reas¬ 
surance after the shock of ‘100 
per cent horse’ lasagne and other 
processed food foul-ups, the 
Welsh red meat promotion 
agency Hybu Cig Cymru (HCC), 
is advising shoppers to ‘Look for 
the Logos’ when they go shop¬ 
ping to ensure they get what it 
says on the packet. 

Welsh Lamb and Welsh Beef 
both have the European Union’s 
coveted Protected Geographical 
Indication (PGI) mark. 

PGI guarantees that only lamb 
and beef which has come from 
livestock bom and reared in 
Wales and slaughtered and 
processed at an approved abattoir 
or processor can be called Welsh 
Lamb and Welsh Beef. 

Any product containing 
authentic Welsh Lamb or Welsh 
Beef will be labelled with the 
PGI mark and the Welsh Lamb 


by GEM STAFF 

and Welsh Beef logos. 

HCC’s Chairman, Dai Davies, 
said “Many shoppers may have 
lost confidence in some 
processed meat products in light 
of the horsemeat scandal. 

“This is why we are encourag¬ 
ing everyone who wants a quali¬ 
ty, authentic product to look for 
the logos for PGI and Welsh 
Lamb and Welsh Beef. If you see 
these logos on a product you can 
be assured that you are getting 
what you are buying.” 

In fact, hundreds of easy-to- 
make Welsh Lamb and Welsh 
Beef recipes can be found on the 
Eatwelshbeef.com and 
Eatwelshlamb.com websites. 

Every cloud, of course, has a 
silver lining and what is a major 
problem for multi-national food 
giants, is undoubtedly an oppor¬ 
tunity for the suppliers here in 
the Vale and Bridgend county 
boroughs. 

Local butchers have noticed 
an upswing in trade in recent 
days, with people wanting to buy 
with confidence and know where 
the meat comes from. 

Tony Hopkins at Vic Hopkins 
& Son on High Street, Barry has 
noticed a change in his clientele. 


“We’ve seen a lot of new 
faces coming in that we haven’t 
seen before. 

“Some of them have lost faith 
in the supermarkets which have 
been cheap - now people know 
why. 

“A fair amount of those new 
to us are younger people. They 
are asking questions about where 
the meat comes from.” 

Much of Tony’s is sourced 
from west Wales, such as beef 
from Anthony Rees at Cawdor 
House Farm in Haverfordwest. 

Tony thinks recent events may 
lead people to re-examine the 
benefits of shopping locally. He 
is supporting a Facebook cam¬ 
paign, ‘Live Shop Local’ which 
encourages people to try out 
independent businesses. 

In the offices of the NFU, 
there was a strong desire to 
emphasise the benefits of local 
produce. David Harris told The 
GEM: “We see this as a wonder¬ 
ful opportunity for local farms 
and producers to promote the 
goods. 

“You can buy local produce 
with total confidence that it will 
not have been interfered with. 
Just look out for the little red 
tractor!” 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 17) 




JONES DAIRIES LTD 


Your Local Milkman 
DELIVERING ALL TYPES OF MILK 
INCLUDING ORGANIC, SOYA & GOATS MILK 

Serving the people of Barry since 1928 

WE ALSO DELIVER TO RHOOSE, SULLY, 
DINAS POWYS, LLANDOUGH AND PENARTH 

SUPPORT YOUR MILKMAN 

Tel. 01446 734729 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PLACE AN ORDER 

or for more information and offers see our website 

www.jonesdairiesbarry.co.uk 

Penllyne 

Properties 

Are pleased to support our 
butchers and local suppliers. 

Tel 01446 774632 
Mobile 07850 988778 



Tony Hopkins is proud that his beef is Welsh 
(it comes from Pembrokeshire). 


We are pleased to 
support our Butchers and 
local produce providers 


OMBVYour Local Dealer: flamtlfg 

JD GRIFFITHS 

Manufacture, Repair and Sale 
of Agricultural Machinery 

Drope Farm Workshop, 

St George-super-Ely, nr CARDIFF 
^ CF5 6ET. Tel: 01446 760867^ 


^ 0 < 

. A 

ftrratr«‘ 



Do you care where 
your food comes from? 

Guarantee traceability 
by eating locally produced food 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Market 

February 23rd: Westbourne School, 
Penarth 

March 2nd: Arthur John Car Park, 
Cowbridge 

01446 771033 


[EDWARDS 

M A ( II IN r K V LTD 

^ - - 

BRAND NEW & USED MACHINERY 
TRACTOR PARTS & CONSUMABLES-ALL MAKES 
SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

Unit 2, Main Avenue, 

Brackla Industrial Estate 
BRIDGEND CF31 2AL 

M 07855 301107 
T 01656 664155 
F 01656 750956 

www.edwardsmachinery.co. u k 

Supporting Local Suppliers with good quality trailers 
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Support your Butchers 
& Local Produce Provider 


PEOPLE CARE ABOUT WHAT THEY 
EAT AND WHERE IT COMES FROM’ 





Look for the Logos 


The signs that show where 
you can shop with confidence. 





Look for the Logos 



Home Made Welsh Sausages and Burgers 
Home Made Faggots, Pies and Pasties 

Now available 

HOG ROAST AND 
BARBECUES FOR 
ORGANISED EVENTS 

Phone for available dates 

Local quality beef, pork 
and lamb - guaranteed. 

15 Fontygary Road, Rhoose, 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Tel 01446 710307 

E-Mail: rob@barrattsbutchers.co.uk 


MORGANNWG 

MEATS 

Ty-Wrth-y-Coed, New Inn Road, 
Merthyr Mawr, Bridgend CF32 ONU 

Home produced Lamb 
and Glamorgan sourced 
Beef and Pork with full 
traceability 

Home made Sausages 
and Burgers 

Visit our on-farm Butchery 
at Merthyr Mawr. 

Phone Jonny 07768 737513 


Bring this advert for a FREE 
lib of sausages with your order. 

OPEN WEEKENDS (Closed Mondays) 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 16) 

One farmer putting 
that into practice is 
Jonathan Tudor, of 
Morgannwg Meats at Ty 
Wrth-y-Coed Farm, in 
Merthyr Mawr, who 
offers lamb and beef, 
raised on the farm, 
direct to the customer. 

He told The GEM: 
“All our lamb is our 
own and, if we do run 
out of beef, then that is 
sourced from a farm 
only a few miles away.” 

At VFM in 

Palmerston, Barry, a lot 
of the meat is cut on the 
premises. 

Simon Nash, who has 
run the company for 10 
years, said: “Most of our 
beef comes in carcass 
form. We also have box 
beef from Scotland, and 
bone a lot of the beef on 
the premises.” 

VFM has suppliers of 
meat in Wales and 
Scotland, the pork and 
chickens come from 
England. 

Simon explained: “I 
do think people care 
about what they are eat¬ 
ing and where it is com¬ 
ing from. 

“We are selling three 
times as many burgers 


as before. We make our 
own sausages on the 
premises - there are 30 
varieties.” 

In Cowbridge, a 
prime example of a local 
supplier is Ivor Nicholas 
Butchers, where James 
and Jane Nicholas took 
over last summer, after 
their father passed away. 

James told The GEM: 
“We have noticed quite 
a few new faces, and 
many of them have been 
asking questions about 
our produce - particular¬ 
ly the younger ones. 

“I think the fact that 
all our mince, sausages 
and burgers are made 
here, from good cuts of 
meat, has been impor¬ 
tant to customers. 

“Also, Jane and I 
would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our 
customers for all their 
support since our father 
passed away.” 

Huw Williams runs 
John Marshall, Barry’s 
oldest butcher, which is 
in the heart of the town, 
on Holton Road, oppo¬ 
site Wilkinson’s store. 

It has been trading 
since 1889, so it must be 
doing something right! 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 18) 


Farm foods 
to your door 


WILTSHIRE Farm 
Foods is the UK’s 
leading home deliv¬ 
ery service for the 
elderly, infirm and 
house hound. 

Our range of more 
than 250 meals and 
desserts is prepared, 
using local ingredients 
where possible, in our 
kitchens at Trowbridge, 
in consultation with 
our resident dietician 
and customer taster 
panels. 

The menu includes a 
full range of free 
from’meals, covering 
most allergies and ill¬ 
nesses, as well as soft 
and pureed meals for 
those who have diffi¬ 
culty chewing or swal¬ 
lowing their food. 

Deliveries are free 
with a minimum of two 
deliveries a week 
offered throughout 
Cardiff and the Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

There is no mini¬ 
mum order value and 
no contract to sign, 
plus the service 
includes packing of the 
food in the freezer and 
removal of the box. 

Most importantly, all 
staff are cleared by the 
CRB to work with vul¬ 
nerable adults. 

The local franchise, 
which operates from 


premises in Cardiff 
Bay, is owned and run 
by Peter and Julie 
McLaren-Kennedy. 

(See advert for 
full contact details). 


VFM 


THE MEAT | OPEN 7 DAYS 

SUPERSTORES Monday to Saturday 8 am-5.30pm 
Sunday 9 am-2.30pm 


QUALITY FRESH MEAT 

BEEF • LAMB • PORK • CHICKEN 


l/lle make all our Burgers and Sausages on the premises!! 

HOME MADE HOME MADE QUALITY 
BUTCHERS BUTCHERS WELSH 

SAUSAGES BURGERS MINCED BEEF 



Over 30 different 
varieties of Pork, 
Beef and Lamb 
Sausages 

£1 .99 a pack 

BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE 


6 x quarter 
pound 

Beef Burgers 

£2.99 a pack 
TWO PACKS 
FOR £5 


(400g) 

ONLY 

£1.49 

a pack 


Unit 5, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

TEL. 01446 721206 

Turn left just before Waitrose then follow the yellow VFM signs 


7 tasty and nutritious dinners for 
only £20.95 and delivered free! 


Cottage Pie with Vegetables 



We’ve been taking care of mealtimes for more than 21 years, 
our customers enjoying our award winning delivery service 
and our range of 250 tasty and nutritionally balanced meals. 
We also offer a full range of meals for diabetics, vegetarians 
and those on a “free from diet” including gluten free, low fat, 
low salt, egg and milk free. We also offer a full range of meals 
for diabetics, vegetarians and those on a “free from diet” as 
well as soft and pureed meals. Let Wiltshire Farm Foods take 
care of your mealtimes and enjoy: 

• Roast Chicken Breast & Veg 

• Chicken & Veg Casserole 

• RoastBeef & Veg 

• Cottage Pie & Veg 

• Bangers & Mash 

• Liver & Bacon casserole 

• Salmon & Broccoli Supreme 


“At Wiltshire Farm Foods we 
work hard to create balanced 
nutritious and tempting recipes 
to suit your needs.” 

Helen Blunn BSc RD, 

Wiltshire Farm Foods Dietitian 


To take advantage of the offer, call 

029 2034 2008 


cp shop online at 

UMltshirefnrmfoods.com 


Wiltshire Farm Foods 

WiQcwaf wsttmt \J 
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Support your Butchers LjgAiF 
& Local Produce Provider 

'Chance for farmers to reconnect with public’ 



FUW 


LISTENING 

NEGOTIATING 

REPRESENTING 


FUW 


THE INDEPENDENT VOICE 
OF RURAL WALES 


FARMERS’ UNION 
OF WALES 

Celebrating local food and drink 

Buy the Welsh One 

Contact FUW Glamorgan county office 
at Cowbridge - 01446 774838 




Barry’s oldest butcher’s business 
Marshall’s, has been serving the 
community since 1889. 


www.victoriainn.co.uk 

Victoria Inn 

SIGINGSTONE 
Nr Cowbridge 

Free House • Family Run • Extensive Menu 
All freshly prepared, using the 
finest local produce 
DAILY TWO-COURSE SPECIALS £9.95 
LUNCHTIME (Served Mon-Sat) 

Menu choices include popular roast option! 
RENOWNED ‘SPECIALITY’ PIES 
SUNDAY LUNCH only £8.95 
Now Booking MOTHER’S DAY (10th March) 

Tel: 01446 773943 





(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 17) 

Huw said: “Our meat 
comes from west and 
mid-Wales, which reas¬ 
sures our customers. 

“In the last few days 
there has been an 
increase in trade. People 
are now seeing the 
advantages of dealing 
with a local butcher.” 

Gill Morgan of C & G 
Morgan and Son, at 
Gellifeddaer Farm in 
Blackmill, is the chair¬ 
man of the farmers’ mar¬ 
ket that is held once a 
month in Porthcawl. 

She sees the current 
furore as a chance for 
farmers to “reconnect” with 
the public. 

She said: “I think the fact that farmers’markets 
have been growing in popularity in recent years, 
has been a very good thing. Customers know they 
can buy local and be assured of traceability.” 

She said that farmers’ markets were looking to 
tackle the impression among some customers that 
the goods were sold at premium prices. 

She explained: “One thing we have done recent¬ 
ly is to create recipes for good quality cheaper cuts 
of meat, such as brisket, so that more people can 
shop locally and be sure where their meat has come 
from. 

“Personally, I don’t think ready-made meals are 
such great value. They are just one meal and then 
they are gone. 

“A good cut of meat can be used to make several 
meals, and I hope that our recipes will bring this 
home to people.” 


Charles and Gill Morgan, of 
Gellifeddaer Farm, Blackmill. 


ABOVE: The display at Vic Hopkins 
& Son, High Street, Barry. 



MAKE IT BRITISH 
MAKE IT LOCAL 
MAKE IT HAPPEN 



Dm Unto* FUg 
within the logo 
indicate* tha 
country of 









































Thursday, February 21st, 2013 


www.facebook.com/slaniorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 19 


TTTTTTTTTTTTTT 

Support jour Butchers 
& Local Produce Prorider 

Third generation family butchers 





Peter Wood with granddaughter Jessica. 

Gwyn’s T-bone 
wish is granted! 



Chef David Hynam-Jones gets detailed instructions from Gwyn 
Evans (left) on how his T-bone steak should be cooked. 


T he gem 

recently 
reported that 
at a ‘Dignity in 
Care’ Make a Wish 
event at the RMBI 
Albert Edward 
Prince of Wales 


Court, in 

Porthcawl, two res¬ 
idents - Gwyn 
Evans and Alan 
Petty - made a spe¬ 
cial request for a 
steak meal. 

As a result, a steak 



C&G Morgan & Son 

Great Taste GOLD Winners 2011 

2 Gold Star for Rack of Lamb 

Also, their own reared lamb,and beef, 
available direct from the farm gate, or 
at the monthly local Farmers' Markets. 

GOLD Star Winners from 2009 

for their quality produce 

All quantities catered for, large or small, 
prices available on request. 
Contact the farm for further details. 


Tel/Fax: 01443 672357 

E-Mail: gp.morgan@btconnect.com 


PETER WOOD 
& SONS BUTCHERS 

Found at Bridgends Historical Indoor Market 



High quality butchers & delicatessen 


Bridgend Markets last surviving butcher 


Sails 2-3 Indoor Market, Bridgend CF31 1DL 

Tel: 01656 656985 


evening was held at the 
court to grant their 
wishes. 

It was no surprise 
that Gwyn requested a 
T-bone steak, as he was 
a butcher prior to retire¬ 
ment. Both the Masonic 
Home and the Friends 
of the Court thought 
that this was a great 
idea, and rather than 
just the two gentlemen 
benefiting from the 
wish, it was decided to 
hold a steak evening for 
all the gentlemen in the 
Home who would like 
to attend. 

Fifteen residents were 
joined by guest Alan 
Gardener, the chairman 
of the Friends of the 
Court, together with 
other committee mem¬ 
bers. 

To add credibility to 
the evening, Gwyn was 
dressed for the part in 
butcher’s kit provided 
by Tantums of 
Porthcawl. 

The guest of honour 
was Ian Hall, the former 
Wales rugby interna¬ 
tional, who also tucked 
into a steak before giv¬ 
ing a very interesting 
and enlightening after 
dinner talk about his 
time playing for Wales. 

Needless to say, 
everyone enjoyed the 
evening. 

Report and 
photographs by 
Keith E Morgan 


‘IT PAYS TO INVEST IN ROMANIA!’ 


T he present 
hostility and 
resentment, fos¬ 
tered by the media, 
towards Romania and 
Bulgaria, is extremely 
damaging to the poten¬ 
tial for British business. 

By the very nature of eco¬ 
nomics, any financial invest¬ 
ment into underdeveloped 
countries of this type, must 
yield 10 or 20 times the return 
of the same amount of money 
invested here in Britain. 

If we purchase one of these 
huge tractors which are now 
commonplace in the farms of 
Britain, we will get a sound 
return from the great power 
available to the farmer, but if a 
British company invests the 
same amount of money in such 
a tractor in Rumania, it has the 
potential, used 24 hours a day 


under floodlighting, to revolu¬ 
tionise the levels of productivi¬ 
ty from the soils of Rumania. 

If the productivity of any 
enterprise, in agriculture or any 
other industry, is multiplied to 
such a vast extent, the profits 
can be enormous. 

It is not possible to imagine 
a greater profit, than where, on 
very rare occasions, the tech¬ 
nology of any industry can be 
so increased, in such a short 
time, to such dramatic effect. 
This is our opportunity. 

Instead of closing British 
factories in order to open the 
equivalent replacement in 
China, merely in order to keep 
down the wage bill, which is 
the present thinking of British 
boardrooms, it makes more 
sense to invest in Rumania, 
using modem British technolo¬ 
gy and expertise, to form 
strong trade links, to the bene¬ 


fit of British and Rumanian 
markets, both expanding from 
the interchange. 

Machines and raw materials 
are imported and exported, and 
the opportunity then exists to 
establish international stan¬ 
dards of assured quality, by EU 
law, which are the only long 
term basis of confidence in any 
markets or financial institu¬ 


tions. Britain can play an 
important part in setting up 
such standards, with legal 
teeth. 

Trade and commerce which 
is mutually desirable, within a 
large stable trading bloc such 
as the EU, is the most secure 
form of economics for the 
future of all of us. 

N Westerman, Brynna 


NEWS IN BRIEF 
Gardening Club 

THE next meeting of the Cowbridge Gardening Club will be 
on Thursday, February 28, at 7.30pm in the Lesser Hall when 
Belinda Ashong will be talking on ‘The Heritage Coast and 
Dunraven Gardens’. New members welcome. 

Art session 

ON Thursday, February 28, Cowbridge Art Society will wel¬ 
come artist Gayle Rogers, who will lead a practical session on 
how to make art cards, editions and originals, which are small 
artworks made with coloured pencils. 

The society meets on Thursday evenings in the Old Hall, 
Cowbridge, (7pm-9pm). Visitors welcome. For full programme, 
see www.cowbridgeartsociety.com 



Ysgol Brynteg School 

‘A tradition of Excellence” 
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Why Brynteg Sixth Form? 

Excellent and consistent record of examination success 
for all students 

Very broad inclusive curriculum that offers an unrivalled 
choice of 35+ AS, A2 and BTEC L2 subjects 
Flexible learning programme to cater for individual 
student needs 

An environment of academic and pastoral coaching and 
tutoring that supports and encourages students to 
achieve their potential 

A tradition of sporting, musical and dramatic success 

6th FORM OPEN EVENING 

Tuesday 5th March 6 to 8 pm 
UPPER SCHOOL HALL 

V_ S 

A range of presentations including... 

• Information on all TV level and vocational courses 

• An outline of the excellent first class support provided 

• The vast extra-curricular opportunities available 

Please contact Mr A Harris, Head of Sixth Form 

for more information 

Ysgol Brynteg School, Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3ER 
Tel: 01656 641800 email admin@bryntegcs.bridgend.sch.uk 
www.bryntegschool.co.uk 
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Heart to Heart roadshow in Vale 



The Heart to Heart roadshow initiative was supported by 
Jane Hutt, AM and Vale councillor Gwyn John. 


ON a tour around Wales pro¬ 
moting organ donation, the 
Welsh Government’s Heart to 
Heart Roadshow team 
dropped into Morrisons in 
Barry to meet people, hand 
out leaflets, and explain how 
they can register and join the 
NHS Organ Donor Register 
www. organdonation. nhs. uk. 

With the message that 
‘transplants save lives’ the 
opportunity to join the regis¬ 
ter was explained to shoppers 
who took a keen interest, it 
was reported. 


Expert denture care 
by the UKs leading 
Clinical Denture 
Technicians 


DENTURE 

iXQELLENCE 

If you wear dentures 

then we've got something for you to smile about 



• Regain your fyoc’s 
natural contours 

• Loot? years young or 

• En(oy eating agan 

• Smile vfcilh conlictenoe 


for a FREE no-obligation consultation 

call free on 0800 907 8213 

or visit dentureexcetlence co.uk 


DENTURE 

EXCELLENCE 

Local dttriuw cars 

iMlMli 


it 


tend Dental Centre 

54-58 Nolton Street 
CF31 3BP 


Ty Hafan youngsters 
have the X-Factor! 




Young fan with the X-Factor. 


TY HAFAN had a 
special surprise 
when stars from 
the TV’s X-Factor 
paid them a visit 
last week. 

Singers from the 
show, including winner 
James Arthur, Rylan 
Clark, Ella Henderson, 
Jahmene Douglas and 
groups Union J and 
District3 were all on 
hand to entertain chil¬ 
dren and their fami¬ 
lies. 

Lewis Gasson, said 
it was “amazing” to 
meet the stars. The 12- 
year-old from Cardiff, 
who suffers from 
Duchenne Muscular 
Dystrophy, said: “We 
had such a good time 


Ty Hafan lottery 

draw winners 


THE following are winning 
numbers in the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lottery draw 
number 

• £2,000: 273420. 

• The rollover, which now stands 
at £7,500, was not won this week. 

• £10:401710, 776162, 852513, 
421754, 130908, 540060, 694115, 
502567, 463018, 824705, 727056, 
479687, 783663, 133909, 242086, 
717137, 574581, 845416, 701359, 
131212. 

• £5: 401530, 795281, 183027, 
400875, 505261, 604900, 123262, 
650782, 544133, 143699, 778761, 
554532, 272514, 749151, 623641, 


205982, 177864, 454564, 223584, 
659465, 461641, 876801, 518446, 
204201, 253749, 495860, 445395, 
642877, 315200, 302446, 224763, 
411145, 178265, 368022, 278749, 
577384, 687457, 149733, 600398, 
637511, 157323, 691115, 320805, 
110559, 122079, 872881, 607973, 
134445, 392012, 897648, 477172, 
521031, 418930, 921360, 330488, 
745100, 510530, 811865, 435588, 

742693. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible 
for any errors or omissions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information, please tele¬ 
phone 029 2053 2300. 


and I’m so pleased 
that I met them all.” 

Rylan Clark clearly 
enjoyed the afternoon 
and later tweeted: 
“What an inspirational 
bunch of people at Ty 
Hafan children’s hos¬ 
pice. Thanks for a 
great visit. See you all 
soon x”. 

Ella Henderson also 
tweeted: “What 
incredibly strong fami¬ 
lies at Ty Hafan hos¬ 
pice x x pleasure meet¬ 
ing u all!! ... & thank u 
for my drawing!” 

The singers later 
performed at Cardiff’s 
Motorpoint Arena for 
the X Factor Live 
Tour. 

The visit was organ¬ 
ised through the 
Together for Short 
Lives charity for chil¬ 
dren with life-threat¬ 
ening and life-limiting 
conditions and all 
those who love, sup¬ 
port and care for 
them. 

All the proceeds 
from James Arthur’s 
winning single, 
‘Impossible’ will be 
donated to Together 
for Short Lives to sup¬ 
port children’s hos¬ 
pices like Ty Hafan 
and other voluntary 
organisations to sus¬ 
tain their vital work. 


3 RETAIL STARTUP UNITS mm 
NOW AVAIIARLi 



LLANTWIT MAJOR 

Pounrilield Shopping Centre CF61IXC 

3 New Retail 
Startup Units 

Immediately available and 
ready to go 

All in price from £13 per day 
except elecricity used - no VAT 
licence details from 
propertiesdfilco.co.uk 
TEL: 07860 745246 
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"Don’t lose your 
right of way’ 

C OUN Clarke 
(Letters page, 
the GEM, 

February 14) must 
be commended for 
bringing the ‘repub¬ 
lication of the defini¬ 
tive map and state¬ 
ment’ consultation 
on ‘public rights of 
way’ to the public’s 
attention - especially 
since the council 
failed to post it on its 
website or in the 
local press. 

Many recorded routes 
on the current map his¬ 
torically passed through 
fields and open farm¬ 
land. Lots of these areas 
have since been devel¬ 
oped, so the new map 
will be accompanied by 
a new statement describ¬ 
ing the routes as they are 
‘on the ground’ today. 

Any errors in the 
transposition from the 
old to the new could 


SPRING 

CONCERT 

AFTER a successful 
2012, the Vale of 
Glamorgan Brass Band 
will be starting this 
year’s activities with a 
spring concert at the 
Dinas Powys Parish 
Hall on March 4 at 
7.30pm, with the Barry 
Choral Society. 

Tickets £5, may be 
purchased at the Dinas 
Powys Post Offices, the 
Parish Hall, or at the 
door. 


‘DECISIONS IGNORE 
THE RURAL VALE’ 


have very serious conse¬ 
quences. For instance, 
routes could be missed 
off the new map alto¬ 
gether, or even be 
described as going 
through your property! 

Difficulties like these 
take years to resolve and 
could cost you dearly as 
matters like this can end 
up in Court. 

There will also be a 
cost on the ‘public 
purse’ - which proper 
consultation could save. 
The consultation is 
clearly inadequate and 
the consultation period 
should be extended and 
widened beyond Barry 
Docks Office Room F38 
- not least because there 
are outstanding orders 
that by law need to be 
resolved before the 
existing ‘definitive map’ 
can be consolidated. 

User groups, such as 
the Ramblers, should be 
involved in the process 
as should local town and 
community councils. 

If you have an interest 
in walking, or want to 
make sure that a route 
on the new map is not 
going to intrude upon 
your home and privacy, 
see www.intrusivefoot- 
paths.org.uk and 
http://epetitions.direct.go 
v.uk/petitions/32720). 

I urge you to attend 
the hopefully extended 
and widened consulta¬ 
tion, and check how the 
proposed new map and 
statement affects you, 
before it is too late. 
Karen Gallimore 
(FocusBarry supporter) 


W E live and 
work in 
the rural 
Vale, and our two 
children, currently 
in years 3 and 6, 
have gone to 
Llanfair Primary 
School since nurs¬ 
ery. 

Llanfair is a small, 
friendly school, it has a 
caring and inclusive 
ethos. The school takes 
children from all back¬ 
grounds and ability, they 
encourage all the chil¬ 
dren to fulfil their poten¬ 
tial and they get excel¬ 
lent academic results. 

We do not live within 
the communities of St 
Athan, Llantwit Major 
or one of the villages, 
and we are not part of 
the military community. 


Our children do not 
have a play area or 
street to meet their 
friends. Llanfair School 
is their community, so 
the effect of closing the 
school would be far 
greater than just distur¬ 
bance to education. 

There are many peo¬ 
ple in the same situation 
and I think that our 
views are often not con¬ 
sidered because we do 
not have a wider com¬ 
munity voice. 

I am concerned that 
councillors make politi¬ 
cal decisions to benefit 
the larger areas of popu¬ 
lation and ignore the 
more scattered rural 
population. 

I am also concerned 
about proposed changes 
to the secondary school 


rent primary school 
feeder system to the 
catchment system. 

Housing costs vary 
widely across the Vale, 
often dictating where 
families live. 

The current feeder 
schools allow all fami¬ 
lies to plan their chil¬ 
dren’s education with 
some certainty, not just 
those families who are 
able to live within the 
catchment of popular 
schools. 

The feeder schools 
allow children to form a 
network of friends and 
peers which greatly 
helps their transition to 
secondary school and 
throughout their lives. 
Jetta Sunderland, 


admissions from the cur- Cowbridge. 


Pancake race is 
a winner at 
Belvedere Park! 


ABOVE: 
Enjoying the 
pancakes in 
the cafe. 


‘NO LINK WITH CHARTER TRUST’ 


T hank you for 

publishing the article 
for the Cowbridge 
Charter Trust, regarding 
the open meeting that 
includes our AGM and the 
presentation of our pro¬ 
posed Town Wall and cat¬ 
tle market project. 

In his letter that followed the 
article, Mr Dennis Harkus, a 
FocusBarry supporter, wondered 
if the Cowbridge Charter Trust 
had any link with Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School Trust, or 
the Sir Thomas Mansel Franklen 
Trust. 

I can understand, with the 


commonality of the words 
Cowbridge and Trust, how Mr 
Harkus might think there was 
some connection. However, there 
isn’t any connection. 

If he would like to check out 
the Charter Trust then that can be 
done through the Charity 
Commission, using our registra¬ 
tion number. 1107225. 

Or for a more informative 
check, log on to our web site 
www. cowbridgechartertrust. co. uk 
where you will find our history 
and lots more. 

Mr Harkus, and any of your 
readers, are welcome to attend 
our AGM next week, where we 
will be pleased to answer any 
questions he or anyone else may 


have. It seems that Mr Harkus is 
not the only one mixing up the 
Trusts. The news item in The 
GEM on January 31 has been 
brought to my attention regarding 
the installation of a memorial 
bench for Mike Meredith in the 
Physic Garden. 

This and the creation of the 
garden were wrongly attributed to 
the Cowbridge Charter Trust, 
instead of to our friends, the 
Cowbridge Physic Garden Trust. 

The open meeting is on 
Tuesday, February 26. Doors 
open at 7.10pm in the Lesser 
Hall, Cowbridge Town Hall. 
Harry Hailes, Cowbridge 
(Trustee) 


BELVEDERE Park 
played host to a 
pancake race to 
celebrate Shrove 
Tuesday and Jean 
Jones, project co¬ 
ordinator, along 
with volunteers and 
members of the 
Drop-In Centre 
Development Trust, 
helped to make the 
afternoon in Barry 
a great success. 

The races ran from 
Patio area 1 (Race 
Control) in the garden, 
where children had 


fun practising flipping 
the pancakes, before 
lining up on their 
marks for the off. 

Both adults and 
children who attended 
were invited to 
Castleland Community 
Cafe afterwards for 
drinks and pancakes. 

The next event to 
take place in the park 
will celebrate St 
David’s Day on March 
1. 

If you would like to 
be involved in helping 
to organise events, or 
with garden mainte¬ 
nance, telephone 01446 
403549 ext 0003. 


Did you know you can 
follow The GEM on Twitter? 
Find us @gem_news 
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final few days 


Final 

Reductions 

in store 


PRICE IS FOR THE PAIR 

Stunning design 3 and 3 sealer sofas for 
i mm ad i ate delivery while stocks last. 


While stocks 
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DESIGNER furniture OUTLET STORES - NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLIC! 
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C.S. Boxall is a family 
business established 
since 1990 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Stockists of Draper 
Tools and Plant Hire. 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & 
Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 


For all your 

Oil, Gas, Boiler 

and Aga 

installation, 

• ■ 




OGMORE CASTLE 
HELPED NORMANS 
SAFEGUARD LAND 


Serving both the commercial 
and domestic market. 

All work guaranteed - 
Finance Available. 



Suppliers of Fire Wood 24 hour call out service 

RnttlPC We repair toilets, sinks, baths, 

Uflo DULLIG3 showers, taps, pipes, radiators, 

- towel rails, cylinders, water 

tanks, all heating systems, gas 
and electric fires, boilers, 
burners, stoves, oil tanks, gas 
appliances, underfloor heating, 
r r renewa ble energy, electrical 
faults, etc. 

24hr Call Out No. 07590 350650 


ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

Domestic & Commercial 
Fault finding service 
Full re-wires 
New fuse boards 
PAT testing 
Insurance work etc. 

DOmESTIC 2 / | S J 
INSTALLER LllJ 


E 
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Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk w 


^^9^Val^^usines^Park^lando^^Ni^owbridge^F7^7P^ 


OPEN: 

8am 
til 5pm 
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ALONG with 
Newcastle and Coity, 
Ogmore Castle was 
constructed by the 
Normans to safeguard 
land and communica¬ 
tion routes in 
Glamorgan, writes 
MANSEL JONES. 

The earliest recorded 
date for Ogmore Castle 
is 1116, although it is 
possible that a structure 
was built on the site as 
early as 1093 when 
Robert Fitzhamon, Earl 
of Gloucester, invaded 
Glamorgan and estab¬ 
lished a frontier along 
the River Ogmore. 

William de Londres, 
who also founded a 
church at Ewenny, 
developed the castle. 
Later, William’s son, 
Maurice, built the rec¬ 
tangular tower at 
Ogmore, in 1126. The 
tower was 40 feet high 
with walls six feet thick 
and its three storeys 
housed a grand hall and 
apartments for the lord 
and his family. 

An exposed staircase 
on the east side of the 
tower led to the first 
floor, while an adjacent 
gateway was added in 
the 13th century. Like 
his father, Maurice de 
Londres also contributed 
to the religious houses in 
the area when he found¬ 


ed the fortified priory at 
Ewenny, in 1141. 

The castle keep at 
Ogmore is one of the 
earliest in Wales and the 
keep was built with the 
aid of irregular boulders, 
glacial pebbles and lime¬ 
stone slabs. 

The castle nestles 
beside the bank of the 
River Ewenny and it is 
surrounded by a moat, 
except for the north side, 
which is bounded by the 
river. A unique row of 
stepping-stones, leading 
from the outer-bailey 
across the river, offers 
an important fording 
point, protected by the 
castle. 

Although the castle 
was strategically placed 
to guard the river cross¬ 
ing it, nevertheless, had 
an uneventful military 
history; in 1116 
Gruffydd ap Rhys ap 
Tudwr attacked the cas¬ 
tle during his rebellion 
in south Wales, but apart 
from that incident and a 
number of minor skir¬ 
mishes, the castle 
remained secure. 

In the 12th century, a 
rectangular building, one 
storey high, was con¬ 
structed. It is difficult to 
be sure what this build¬ 
ing was used for, but one 
theory suggests that it 
was a cellar. 

In the 13 th century, 


the old earthwork ram¬ 
part was developed and 
a stone curtain was 
erected to form a polyg¬ 
onal enclosure. 

Also in the 13th cen¬ 
tury, at the north end of 
this enclosure, the de 
Londres family built a 
long, rectangular hall 
containing two storeys 
and a solar. 

In 1298, Ogmore 
Castle passed to Payne 
de Chaworth, Lord of 
Kidwelly, and the build¬ 
ing became a part of the 
Duchy of Lancaster. 

Henry, Earl of 
Lancaster, owned the 
castle from 1327 until 
1333, when David ap 


Llewellyn was the con¬ 
stable, then it passed to 
Henry, Duke of 
Lancaster, until 1361. 

Maud, Henry’s daugh¬ 
ter, took possession of 
the castle until 1362 
when it became the 
property of John of 
Gaunt. John of Gaunt 
held the fortress for the 
following decade, until 
1372. At that point, the 
constable of Ogmore 
was John Wrenche. 

By the 14th century, 
Ogmore Castle had out¬ 
lived its initial purpose 
and the once-mighty 
fortress was used as a 
humble prison and a 
courthouse. 


Rabbit Council’s 
‘small animal’ 
Island show 


THE British Rabbit 
Council is holding a 
rosette show for 
small animals at 
Barry Island 

Community Centre 
on Sunday, March 
10 . 

Small animals refers 
to rabbits, hamsters, and 
guinea pigs (but not 
dogs). 

The show will run 


from 10am untile 
between 3pm and 4pm. 

Pets will be judged 
and should be at the 
venue by 11.30am. 

For more information, 
contact Pets R Us, 
Regent Street, Barry; 
Penarth Pets, Windsor 
Road, Penarth; or Pets 
R Us in Talbot Green, Ely 
Valley Road (next to 
HSBC). 


HEARING 
LOSS? 

YOU COULD BE 
ENTITLED TO 
COMPENSATION: 



DID YOU 
WORK IN... 

• THE STEEL 
INDUSTRY 

• POWER 
STATIONS 

•CHEMICALS 

•MINES AND 
QUARRIES 

•CONSTRUCTION 

/ROADS 

•ANY OTHER 
NOISY 
WORKPLACE 


CALL ANYTIME FREE 

(0808) 1560086 




HEARING TEST 

NEAR YOU 

AND GET ADVICE FROM 
A SOLICITOR ON A 
COMPENSATION CLAIM 


www.roberttarren.co.uk 


NO WIN NO FEE 


100% COMPENSATION 
PAID 


ROBERT TARREN 

SOLICITORS 


Regulated by the solicitors regulation authority No 457491 









































Bridgend County Borough Council 
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The categories are: 

Home Extensions and Alterations 
(including loft conversion) 

m •m* m 


The Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
Building Control Team 

Back row left to right: 

Cliff Bull (Building Control Surveyor), 
Roger Howells (Building Control 
Surveyor), Roger Jones (Building 
Control Surveyor), Paul Jeremy 
(Building Control Surveyor). 

| 

Front row left to right: 

Paul Joseph (Senior Building Control 
Surveyor), Beth Flower-Jones 
(Technical Assistant), 

Brian Wallace (Principal Building 
Control Manager), 

Meryl Morgan (Building Control 
Assistant), David Todd-Jones (Senior 
Building Control Surveyor). 
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BRIDGEND 


THE eighth annual Building 
Excellence Awards are set 
to be held in Bridgend on 
Thursday, February 28, 2013. 

Organised by Bridgend County Borough 
Council’s Building Control team, the awards are 
designed to showcase high-quality buildings 
and recognise design teams who have 
overcome technical issues by developing 
innovative and creative solutions. 

Nominations for the awards are provided by 
the council’s Building Control surveyors who are 
responsible for supervising the projects as they 
progress on site through to the completion of 
the building work. 

We are placing greater requirements than 
ever before on architects, surveyors and 
builders and as a result of this, our buildings are 
of better quality, more sustainable and energy 
efficient, and a safer place to live and work. 

To achieve this, greater skills are needed 
within our industry and resources should be put 
into training the next generation of trades 
people, planners, designers and architects. 

With the ceremony set to take place at the 
Civic Offices in Angel Street, there are five 
categories of award. The winners are judged 
on their construction and technical building 
qualities. 

The awards will be presented by The Mayor, 
Councillor Marlene Thomas; Cabinet Member 
for Communities, Councillor Phillip White; 
Director of Communities, Louise Fradd; Head of 
Development and Regeneration, Satwant 
Pryce; and Chairman of Development Control 
Committee, Councillor Hywel Williams. 

The winners will also go forward to the Local 
Authority Building Control (LABC) awards for 
south Wales, which will be hosted by Jamie 
Owen (BBC Wales) at the Vale of Glamorgan 
Golf and Spa Resort on April 26. 

The winning entries from south Wales will 
then have an opportunity to be recognised on a 
national scale at the LABC National Building 
Awards in London this November, where they 
will compete against entries from the rest of the 
UK. 

For more information, visit the planning pages 

at www.bridgend.gov.uk 

F/v 

LABC 

CYMRU 


The 2013 
BCBC Building 
Awards are 
sponsored by: 
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DESCRIPTION: 

EXTENSION AND ALTERATIONS 

ADDRESS: 4 WHITEHART 
COTTAGES, LLANGYNWYD, MAESTEG 

CONTRACTOR: 

LLAN PROPERTY SERVICES 

ARCHITECT: DAVID OWEN 
ASSOCIATES ARCHITECTS 




The project involved the refurbishment and extension of a 150 year old 
stone built cottage situated in the hilltop village of Llangynwyd. 

As the cottage is within a conservation area, works had to be 
sympathetically carried out to retain the character and essence of the 
area. 

This was achieved by retaining many of the building’s original features 
e.g. the stone staircase and fireplaces, whilst incorporating a ‘cat-slide 
roof to the rear elevation, which enables the extension to be 
integrated into the main property. 


The principles of sustainability were also maintained by using 
materials compatible to the green guide, whilst the building is fully 
energy efficient in accordance with Approved Document LI B and 
achieved a SAP Rating of 74. 

The Contractor Llan Property Services are well known in the area for 
their ability to undertake refurbishment projects on ‘old’ buildings and 
barns that require a sympathetic approach but also incorporating new 
forms of technology and construction, and with this project they have 
once again achieved this goal. 




LABC 

CYMRU 
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DESCRIPTION: 

CONVERSION OF BUNGALOW 

ADDRESS: 

"GARDEN HOUSE" 

1 NOTTAGE MEAD, NOTTAGE 

CONTRACTOR: 

J.R. DESFORGES AND 
RICHARD BRADFORD 

ARCHITECT: 

STUART BENTLEY 



The 2013 
BCBC Building 
Awards are 
sponsored by: 


l *£ravan 


fi 

_ Tyvek 

1 w 




The creation of the large open 
roof family living area, 
presented a challenge to the 
designer and contractor with 
the removal of loadbearing 
walls and ceilings, whilst 
ensuring the existing roof 
structure remained in place. 

The solution and centre piece 
of the project was the provision 
of a large site assembled oak 
frame and ring beam, requiring 
a high level of precision and 
workmanship which was 
achieved by the Contractor, 
resulting in the delivery of an 
excellent living area with very 
high quality finishes. 



SBDC 


Stuart Bentley 

BA (Hons) Arch, BArch (Wales) 

Over 34 years experience of architectural 
and design experience, numerous 
award winner and delighted to be 
the winning designer for the 
internal modifications on the 
Garden House Project. 

Cost effective designs and services 
tailored to suit client requirements. 

The Studio, Sunnycourt, 

22 Rest Bay Close, Porthcawl, CF36 3UN 



M: 07807 326 892 

E: stuartbentley_designs@hotmail.co.uk 


Established 10 Years 

J.R. DESFORGES & 
RICHARD BRADFORD 

CARPENTRY & CONSTRUCTION 


► New Builds ► Barn Conversions 

► Extensions ► Refurbishments 


Partners John R Desforges and 
Richard Bradford are delighted to be 
this years LABC Winners for the 
converted bungalow category with 
their Garden Cottage, Nottage project 



at realistic prices, contact... 
Richard on 07813 952 963 
John on 07971 313272 
Email: rb02@live.co.uk 



CYMRU 
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TWO TO TEN UNITS 



DESCRIPTION: 

2 NEW DWELLINGS 
ADDRESS: 1 AND 2 BLUNDELL 
COURT, PORTHCAWL 

CONTRACTOR: 

MIKA CONSTRUCTION 

ARCHITECT: 

DAVID NEWTON WILLIAMS 


Mike Parsons’ 
last project 
before retirement 

The LABC-winning contractor award for the New Building 
category with his Blundell Court, Porthcawl project. 

After 40 years in the business, building his first house at the 
age of 21, Mike Parsons of Mika Property Building Services 
has finally put down his tools. 

His award-winning last project was the building of two 
properties on the brown field site rear of Blundell Avenue, 
called Blundell Court, which had been an old builders yard 
owned by his father-in-law, Mr Brian Pellett. 

The two properties are now co-habited by Mr and Mrs 
Parsons, and father-in-law Mr Pellett. 

Alzheimers’ sufferer Mr Pellett says he is extremely proud of 
his clever son-in-law and loves his new home. 


The proposal involved the construction of two 
dwellings on a ‘brown field’ site previously 
occupied by light industrial and storage units. 

The developer/contractor, who is well 
established in the area embraced the 
sustainability principle, incorporating high 
levels of insulation, efficient heating systems 
and rainwater harvesting. 


In line with the high standard of workmanship 
and finishes associated with the Contractor, 
two quality dwellings have been constructed. 










DESCRIPTION: 

OPERATIONAL SUPPORT CENTRE 

ADDRESS: 

BRYN MEN YN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, 
BRYNMENYN, BRIDGEND 

CONTRACTOR: 

ANDREW SCOTT LIMITED 

ARCHITECT: 

HOLDER MATHIAS ARCHITECTS 

The works comprised the adaptation of an 
existing vacant warehouse into a ‘state of the art’ 
Operational Support Centre, in close, proximity to 
the M4 corridor. 

The building has been designed with 
sustainability in mind, and has been thermally 
upgraded to meet the requirements of Approved 
Document L2b.The building is fully accessible to 
disabled users from external parking bays and 
ramps through to a lift to provide internal access 
to the upper floor. 

The time for the development was a major factor 
within the construction period, due to the fact that 
the facility had to be complete 3 months prior to 
the start of the Olympic Games. This was 
achieved due to the diligence and organisation of 
the contractor Andrew Scott Limited and the 
design team. 



Quality and 
Innovation 

Andrew Scott Ltd is 
proud to be nominated 
for the development of 
the New Ambulance 
Station, Bryn Menyn. 



Andrew Scott Ltd 



Registered Office: 
The Grange 
Margam 
Port Talbot 
SA13 2SP 



Tel: (01639) 889800 
Fax: (01639) 889829 
email: 
marketing 

@ andrewscott.co.uk 


Civil Engineering • Industrial Building 
Infrastructure • Highways 
Commercial Building • Government Bodies 
Environmental Engineering • Leisure 
Specialist Services 


CATEGORY 5: 

SomaOD ©MmmietgoaO 


UP TO £5 MILLION 


Established 40 years 



DESCRIPTION: 

YMCA Building 

ADDRESS: 

YMCA, John Street, Porthcawl 
CONTRACTOR: Gravan Construction 

ARCHITECT: 

Jenkins Gould Partnership 

The restricted town centre location of the existing 
building presented the Contractor with the usual 
access issues associated with this type of site. 
These matters were overcome during the 
progress of the works and the extension was 
completed within a seven month period, with 
minimum disruption to the existing building. 

The completed building provides a multi¬ 
functional meeting place for the community, 
providing access for all, including wheelchair 
users, with a Part M compliant lift and is very 
energy efficient, and in keeping with the 
surrounding area. 

The relationship between the Contractor and 
the area Building Control Surveyor was a crucial 
factor in the success of the project. 



JENKINS GOULD PARTNERSHIP 
Architects and Building Surveyors 

Tony Jenkins B.Arch, RIBA 
John Gould FRICS 

Delighted to be the proud winner of 
The Best Small Commercial Project 
for the YMCA, John Street, Porthcawl. 

Union Offices, Quarella Road, Bridgend CF31 1JW 
T: 01656 655822 F: 01656 767821 
E:jenkinsgould@ talktalkbusiness.net 


The 2013 
BCBC Building 
Awards are 
sponsored by: 




Gravan 
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Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

T~/ocn caff t/cc Door Doctor/ 

A family business with vast experience in the 
replacement door and worktop market. 

* r V 

Everything you require from the doors! to worktops 
and new appliances and sinks. 

Ml H MM Ifl ' I i t 




DOOR 
DOCTOR 

tESSMESS, CESS COST 


Tke P otrr P ocjtrr 

01446 688018 
01656 360027 

vrwwJ&oirr-<A*otAirr-Lo.uM. 


ICARDIFFI 

LOCK 3AFE 

COMPANY LTD 

Suppliers of: • Chubb • Securikey 
• SMP under floor, wall & freestanding safes 
EXTENSIVE SAFE SHOWROOM 


TELEPHONE: 029 2049 9358 OR 029 2049 4992 
FAX: 029 2048 3558 www.cardifflocksmiths.com 
E-Mail: info@cardifflocksmiths.com 


39 CLIFTON STREET, R0ATH, CARDIFF CF241LR 


DESIGN, PLANNING AND 
BUILDING REGULATIONS 

A NDERSON & 

Associates 

(S. Wales Ltd) 
Architectural Consultants 
Surveyors and Planners 

^ RESIDENTIAL & 

COMMERCIAL DESIGN 

^ BARN CONVERSION 
& EXTENSIONS 

39 High Street, 
Cowbridge CF71 7AE 

Tel: 01446 772180 

isaac.ander.assoc@gmail.com 

vyvyw.anderson-architectural.co.uk 


RIBA Chartered Architect 

Don Mitchell 
Associates 

Award winning Architecture 

Traditional and contemporary design 
Historic and Listed Buildings 
From planning to completion 

01446 771218 

Top floor, 39 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
donaldmitchell@btconnect.com 


PROPERTY DEVELOPMENTS LTD 

A family run 

Willow House, Bridgend business with over 
25 years experience. 
Anthony and Lisa 
Woodward 
offer a complete 
building service. 

Ty Gwyn Farm, Coity 


Llanmaes, VOG 


• New Builds 

• Extensions 

• Barn Conversions 

• Refurbishments 


Unit 3, 50 Main Avenue, 

Brackla Industrial Est, Bridgend CF31 2AZ 


It’s not just Waitrose who have moved into Cowbridge. 
Two architects are combining their operations and 
have moved into a conversion in the Old Hall. 

Nick Renwick and Elio Leo who first worked in an office 
together in the 1980’s and then went their separate 
ways have now decided to pool their resources and 
work together again. 

Nick with his conservation and planning experience will 
be concentrating on special sites throughout the Vale, 
Wales and West of England; Elio will bring his Italian 
flare to bear on these and also more commercial 
projects. Both have won awards for projects in the past 
so expect some interesting buildings in both new and old 
materials to the highest design and energy standards. 

For a wealth of both local Si international experience 
in innovative and traditional design contact 
Nick Renwick: 07713 212438 E:renwick@totalise.co.uk 
Elio Leo: 07866 313243 E:eliovaleo@gmail.com 
Old Hall, Studio 6, (Chartered Architects), 
High Street, Cowbridge CF7I 7AH. 

T: 01446 775589 


COITY ENGINEERING 
& SITE SERVICES Ltd. 

Decorative Ironwork 
Gates • Handrails 
Railings 

Welding/Fabrication 
Dog Runs 
Installation 
Repair Work 

07789 695476/01656 650336 


i 

i ! u 1 Garden and Tree Services a 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

m 


Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

©01446 402848 
' 07739 389578 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


The GEM 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, Whafs On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 
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SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


GaraECr 


01656 659274 
01446 439214 


SUMS 


WIND BLOWN IN 
THE BEACONS! 


NINE eager 

Penarth and 

District Ramblers 
joined their leader 
Barrie for the jour¬ 
ney up to the 
Brecon Beacons, 
and the start of 
their walk from 
Pont ar Daf car 
park, which has 
been subject to 
upgrading by the 
National Trust. 

The weather was a 
bonus, dry with some 
winter sunshine and the 
temperature just above 
freezing as they carefully 
set out walking south¬ 
wards beside the A470 
until they reached its 
junction with the A4059 
which wends its way 
over the mountain top 
towards Penderyn and 
Neath. 

Diverting into the 


woods behind the 
Beacons reservoir, which 
is the topmost of the 
three reservoirs in the 
Taff Fawr valley and 
which opened in 
September 1897, they 
followed a path that 
meandered through some 
mud in places and made 
their way towards Fan 
Fawr or big peak. 

The blustery wind was 
bitingly cold and finding 
a sheltered place they 
stopped for morning cof¬ 
fee before climbing grad¬ 
ually uphill to the trig 
point on Fan Fawr, which 
stands at 712 metres and 
from where the clear 
360-degree views of the 
surrounding countryside 
were fantastic. 

Because they had 
gained height, the tem¬ 
perature had dropped to 
around four degrees 
below freezing. 

Continuing their journey 
along the plateau of 


Craig y Fro, they walked 
towards Fan Frynach to 
seek another place to 
stop out of the wind, 
where lunch was enjoyed 
in bright warm sunshine 
with the tops of the sur¬ 
rounding peaks still cov¬ 
ered in snow. 

Then it was time to go 
downhill through part of 
the 156-acre Craig 
Cerrig-gleisiad Nature 
Reserve home to various 
rare alpine plants, pere¬ 
grine falcons, ravens and 
various species of butter¬ 
fly. 

Reaching the bottom 
and re-crossing the A470 
a steep sided field led 
them downhill to cross 
the Afon Tarell for the 
short ascent onto the old 
drovers’ road that led 
them back to Storey 
Arms. Once a coaching 
inn, it was abandoned 
around 1897 when the 
Beacons Reservoir was 
completed. 

On February 24, meet 
at 9.30am at Cogan 
Leisure Centre for a 
seven-mile moderate 
walk in the Tarrel Valley 
below Storey Arms; con¬ 
tact Robin on 029 2051 
4051. 

Contact 
www.penarthramblers.w 
ordpress.com for further 
information, or telephone 
029 2025 5102. 

Joy Strangward 


MUSICAL TASTE 

ON Monday, March 4 at 6.30pm in Coastlands 
Church (Tennyson Road, Barry), ‘A Taste of 
Wales’ will explore some of the heritage of Wales 
through song, with Cath Woolridge (singer and 
actress in Gavin and Stacey), world-renowned 
tenor Huw Pridy, singer and actor Peter Karrie, 
Pukka Productions, and Gwaun y Nant School 
choir. 

Tickets, £4, available from Mike Holmes on 
07791 017727; e-mail: 

mikeholmes@coastlands.uk.com. Ticket price also 
includes a taste of Welsh food, served on arrival. 


Nuisance calls raised 
by MP in Commons 


THE Vale MP Alun Cairns has 
secured a debate in 
Westminster on February 28 
to highlight to Parliament the 
issue of nuisance and unsolicit¬ 
ed calls. 

The MP said he had been contacted 
by constituents from across the Vale 
who were annoyed and concerned 
about the number and types of unso¬ 
licited calls that they receive on their 
home phone lines. 

He met with Ofcom in January to 
discuss nuisance and unsolicited calls 
and called for the Westminster debate 
as part of his ongoing campaign on 
behalf of Vale constituents. 

“Ofcom confirmed that in July 
2012, 9,803 complaints about unso¬ 
licited marketing calls were registered 
with the TPS compared to 3,212 in 
December 2011. 


“Ofcom have established a five- 
point plan to bring together industry, 
regulators and Government to help 
address the problem. New research 
will help identify more clearly the 
problems that consumers experience 
and the companies and sectors behind 
them,” he said. 

“The range of measures in the plan 
will also ensure that, in conjunction 
with ICO (Information 

Commissioner’s Office), compliance 
with Ofcom’s rules on silent and aban¬ 
doned calls will be more strictly 
enforced - those that breach rules 
could face fines up to £2m.” 

The Vale MP has also asked the 
Secretary of State for Culture, Media 
and Sport what consideration she has 
given to taking steps to improve the 
clarity of responsibility between the 
ICO and Ofcom with regard to the 
issue of nuisance telephone calls. 


LETTERS: MOLEHILLS, 
HILLOCKS, OR ANT HILLS? 



*Yellow meadow ants'... 


ITH reference to the 
photo and article 
titled 7 am a mole 
and I live in a hole ’ in 
The GEM on 
February 7,1 am 
sorry to say that Mr 
Geoffrey Harding of 
Llantwit Major has 
got his animals mixed 
up. 

The small ‘hills’ in 
the photo are not ‘mole 
hills’, but ‘ant hills’. 

These ‘hills’ are made 
by Yellow Meadow ants, 
(lasius flavus). 

As a self-employed 
pest controller, I get a lot 
of people making similar 


mistakes. 

I hope this informa¬ 
tion is of help to your 
readers. 

Tony Williams 
(Predator, Pest & 
Wildlife Control 
Services) 

GEM NOTE: 

The photograph (repro¬ 


duced above) has 
attracted much attention 
from other GEM read¬ 
ers, with one having 
insisted that the 
mounds are in fact 
“hillocks”, while anoth¬ 
er (below) says they are 
caused by red ants! 


...‘RED ANTS’ 

With further reference to the “mole” hills near 
Aberthaw, these are actually red ant hills and 
have been in their present position for well over 
60 years! 

When I worked, as an apprentice, at 
Aberthaw Cement Works they were there then. 
Desmond Johnson. Llantwit Major 


After Europe, what then? 


1 CONSIDER 
myself to be a 
European, Anglo- 
Welsh and British, 
not necessarily in that 
order - it depends on 
my mood and, if stay¬ 
ing in a hotel, the 
wording on the regis¬ 
tration form - on 
occasion, due to a 
slight, biological 
ancestry, I even write 
‘Romany’. 

This all came to mind 
recently with the 
renewed calls from the 
Conservative right and 
UKIP etc for either a ref¬ 
erendum or policy of 
leaving the EU altogeth¬ 
er - the sooner the bet¬ 
ter. As I have said in 
GEM correspondence 
before, no empire lasts 
forever. The EU and 
associated Euro will be 
no exception and I have 
been a Europhile since 
my political awakening 
during the 1956 Suez 
crisis. 


Not only that, I have 
twice been selected as a 
European parliamentary 
candidate, when the 
Labour party was 
Socialist and I was a 
member. Europhobes 
often trot out the argu¬ 
ment that we can, on 
leaving he EU, expand 
our trading relationship 
with countries of the 
Commonwealth. 

Perhaps we can and 
will, but BEWARE. 
Prime Minister David 
Cameron has visited 
India seeking to consoli¬ 
date our trade and drum 
up new business at the 
very time that Delhi 
threatened to cancel a 
£480 million purchase of 
British-built helicopters 
over allegations of the 
payment of bribes. 

In 2012, Delhi chose 
to go French and chose a 
French jet over the 
Eurofighter in a £12.9 
billion deal. 

Significantly, a day or 
so after Cameron’s visit, 


Francois Hollande, the 
French president, arrived 
in India with the 
prospect of signing a 
pact to build India’s first 
high-speed rail link. 

Furthermore, the final 
signing of the Dassault 
Rafale fighter jet deal, 
one of the world’s 
largest defence contracts, 
will take place this sum¬ 
mer. This will ensure 
that France overtakes 
Britain in the list of 
India’s biggest trading 
partners, with GB 
already lagging behind 
Germany and tiny 
Belgium. 

So much for 
Commonwealth friend¬ 
ship and solidarity. If 
this is not available, 
where do we look for 
large trading partners on 
quitting the EU? Mrs 
Coombes-Herridge of 
Barry and GEM corre¬ 
spondent, please note. 
Christopher Short, 
Barry 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

LLANBETHERY & 
LLANCARFAN 
Your community corre¬ 
spondents are 
Sam & Patsie Smith on 
( 01446 ) 751448 


FUNERAL OF 
ALAN TAYLOR 

ALAN’S funeral took 
place on Saturday, 
February 16 at the new 
Vale Crematorium in 
Barry, in the presence of 
a large congregation of 
his friends and relatives. 

The service was con¬ 
ducted by the Venerable 
Peggy Jackson and the 
Reverend Malcolm 
Davies. 

Alan was born in 
August 1936 in Newport 
and went to both primary 
and secondary schools 
there; in 1954, he joined 
the RAF to complete his 
National Service. After 
leaving, he joined the 
Royal Navy propellant 
factory at Caerwent, 
where he worked in the 
laboratory. He married 
first in 1959 and Ian was 
bom in 1962. 

In 1963, Alan left 
Caerwent and joined 
Midland Silicones, 
Barry, in the analytical 
research department, and 
stayed with the company 
when it became Dow 
Corning, eventually 

retiring in 1994. 

He married Sue in 
1971 and then moved to 
Llancarfan, where he 
became an important 
part of village life, being 
a founder member of the 
Llancarfan Society and 
the Llancarfan 


Community Association. 
He was stage manager 
for the three pantomimes 
that were held by LADS 
(Llancarfan Amateur 
Dramatic Society), his 
organising ability made 
things that were impossi¬ 
ble work really well! 

He loved his football 
and was a great support¬ 
er of Cardiff City and 
Newport County; he was 
also instrumental in set¬ 
ting up the Llancarfan 
Petanque Piste in the 
tennis club grounds and 
was a very accomplished 
player himself, as is Sue. 

One of his great loves 
was his garden and as a 
school governor, he was 
instrumental in helping 
the schoolchildren devel¬ 
op their garden at the 
primary school. 

His other great inter¬ 
ests were in industrial 
archaeology and the 
First and Second World 
Wars and he and Sue 
were frequent visitors to 
Flanders and in particu¬ 
lar to Ypres, 
Passchendaele and the 
Menin Gate, where they 
heard the Last Post 
played frequently. 

Alan will be greatly 
missed by all his many 
friends and a large num¬ 
ber of others whose lives 
he touched. 

Our sympathies go out 
to Sue and the family. 


COMMUNITY NEWS 
ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


LAST February, St 
Bridget’s Day was 
celebrated in style 
when a Celtic serv¬ 
ice was held in the 
church of the same 
name in St Brides 
Major. 

This was followed by 
an Irish night in the Fox 
and Hounds, with the pub 
suitably decorated, and a 
delicious Irish stew was 
enjoyed by all present. 

Again, on Sunday, 
February 3, the Irish 
Patron Saint was recog¬ 
nised with a traditional 
parish lunch at the 
church hall after a 
Eucharist service at the 
church. 

The tables were beau¬ 
tifully laid and the meal 
provided by the ladies of 
the committee was deli¬ 
cious, followed by sump¬ 
tuous puddings with 
excellent wine. 

A happy parish gather¬ 
ing was enjoyed by all, 
despite the inclement 
weather. 

The age of those pres¬ 
ent ranged from a three- 
week-old baby to a 93- 
year-old lady. 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 
C/W Primary School 
celebrated St Bridget’s 
Day with a concert at 
the school on Friday, 
January 31, when 
everyone was welcomed 
to enjoy the school 
choir and entertain¬ 
ment. 


DATES for the diary: 
Wick Chapel services for 
February and March are 
planned as follows - 
Sunday, February 10, 
welcome to the new Year. 

February 24, special 
thoughts of chapel and 
past members. 

March 10, Mothering 
Sunday. 

March 31, Easter 
Sunday. 

A very warm welcome 
awaits everyone. 

THE St Brides Major 
Community Council 
meeting will be held at 
All Saints, 

Southerndown, on 
Monday, February 11 at 
7pm. 

The public, as always, 
are invited to attend. 

THE public inquiry 
regarding the applica¬ 
tion for demolition of 
the Sea Lawns Hotel, 
Ogmore-by-Sea, and 
construction of nine 
apartments with car 
parking will now be 
held over two days, 
rather than one. 

Interested parties are 
encouraged to attend and 
can make a request to 
give a verbal submission 
to the Inquiry, which will 
be held from 10.am on 
February 26, 27 in the 
Vale Board Room, Dock 
Office, Barry. 















































28 - THE GEM _ www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem_news _ Thursday, February 21st, 2013 



r 7> r7> 

l fe 

*L' 

E AUTIFUL RIDES 



HELPING YOU TO LOSE WEIGHT’ 


C AMBRIDGE Weight Plan offers 
flexible programmes with one-to- 
one support and has been in busi¬ 
ness for over 27 years. 



Celebration Cakes 

• All occasions - made to order 

• Specialists in Sugar Flowers 

• Cake stand hire 

• Wedding Cakes 

• Cupcake Decorations 
and Accessories 

• Photo image transfer 

www.allisonscelebrationcakes.co.uk 
J Telephone: (01446) 740377 


Call in for friendly, 
helpful advice 

7 Barry Rd, 
Cadoxton, Barry 


r WEDDING 
STATIONERY 

‘Tracfitionaf ffasfionaSCe ancf 
Romantic (Designs for your day, 

We can produce a design 
s of your cfioice . 
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Last year, it won the Queen’s 
Award for business and also won 
the Food Manufacturers’ award of 
the year 2011. 

If you are fed up with conven¬ 
tional diets, losing one or two 
pounds weekly, the Cambridge 
Weight and Health plan is for you, 
because it is the safe way to lose 
weight quickly. 

One of Cambridge Weight Plan’s 


clients, Lydia from Penarth, who 
recently lost 9 stone, commented: 
“The plan benefited my health, and 
gave me more confidence to go into 
shops with communal changing 
rooms and buy the clothes that I 
have always dreamed of.” 

For more information and advice 
please contact Caroline on 07891 
857755 or Theresa on 07947 820130. 



loot a*d fa/ . , 

fabulous o» 


Your Independent 
Cambridge Consultants: 


THERESA 

FRAZER-MANN 

07947 820130 
01446 679215 
tfrazermann 


You should always speak to your doctor 
CAROLINE before starting any weight loss programme 

BAKER 

07891 857755 
01446 418319 
caroline-mills 


Cambridge. 


@hotmail.com @hotmail.com 


FEEL AND LOOK 
FANTASTIC ON 
YOUR BIG DAY! 

will make you 
smile forever! 

I’m Alison, a profes¬ 
sional make-up artist 
with 20 years’ experi¬ 
ence in TV, film, 
opera, wedding and 
photo shoot 
makeovers. 

Your wedding day is 
full of excitement, so 
why not start your day 
relaxing having your 
hair and make-up 
done for you? 

A trial run before 
the day is essential to 
create a look you’ll 
love. 

I’m a perfectionist 
and always give 100 
per cent; it’s impor¬ 
tant to me for you to 
feel wonderful on your 
wedding day. 

Call me on 
07545389552. 


Looking to advertise in over 42,000 newspapers AND 
online? Call The GEM on 01446 774484, or email: 

gemsales @tindlenews.co. uk 


I T’S important your wedding day 
that you feel - and looking back 
fantastic on at treasured photos 

Getting 
married? 

Party or 
a Special 
Occasion? 

Why not treat yourself or a 
loved one to a makeover? 

Ready for a day to remember? 

Experience of over 20 years 
in TV, Film and Theatre. 

Contact Alison 
Professional Hair and 
Make-up Artist 

Phone 07545 389552 



Vale Scouts pitch their tents in Frostbite Camp! 



Poet is festival patron 


SCOUTS from St 
Athan, Cowbridge 
and Llantwit 
Major braved the 
freezing weather 
last weekend to 
experience camp¬ 
ing in sub-zero con¬ 
ditions. 

After arriving at 
Miskin Mill Campsite, 
the Scouts pitched their 
tents and then embarked 
on three activity bases. 

The correct use of a 
bowsaw and axe was 
demonstrated on the 
‘Scouting skills base’, 
after which the Scouts 
were supervised as they 
used the tools. 
‘Backwoods Cooking’ 
was new to some (the art 
of cooking on an open 
fire without pots, pans or 
utensils). 

Stew in tin foil, fish in 
newspaper, muffin in an 
orange, all proved very 
popular - cooked in the 
glowing embers of the 
fire. 

Circus Skills involved 
juggling, plate spinning 
and riding a unicycle, 
but not all at the same 
time! 

Semaphore flags were 
used to send messages 
over long distances and 
showed the Scouts how 
to communicate if the 
battery was flat on their 
mobile phone. 

The Scouts then test¬ 
ed their accuracy with a 
session of target archery. 

After a hot meal, the 


‘Vale District Night 
Hike Competition’ took 
place. Scouts dressed in 
waterproofs, high-viz 
jackets and each carry¬ 
ing a torch embarked on 
a five-mile incident hike 
along the footpaths and 
through the woodland 
around the villages of 
Pontyclun and Miskin. 

At various locations 
along the way, they 
came across a challenge 
or incident which they 
had to solve or manage. 
The Scouts were judged 
on their teamwork, lead¬ 
ership and ingenuity. 

Puzzle solving, a sim¬ 
ulated car accident, get 
your team through the 
spider’s web were all the 
more difficult wearing a 
head torch and working 
in the dark. At all times 
along the route the 
Scouts were supervised 
by an adult Scouting 
volunteer. 

The hike finished just 
before midnight and 
after a hot cup of cocoa, 
everyone snuggled into 
their tents to await the 
snow drifts in the morn¬ 
ing. No snow, but it did 
reach a very fresh minus 
two degrees with frost 
on the tents and boots 
that had found their way 
out of the tents all by 
themselves in the middle 
of the night! 

After a breakfast of 
sausages, scrambled egg 
and beans, each Scout 
washed up their own 
dishes. After lunch, the 
camp was closed. 


“It is a pleasure to 
attend an event like this 
without having to do all 
the hard work in the 
background. Many 
thanks to the Vale 
Explorer Scout Group, 
who planned, organised, 
supervised, cooked, ran 
activity bases during the 
day and the incident 
bases on the Night 
Hike.” 

Martin Booy was pre¬ 
sented with his ‘Wood 
Badge’ training certifi¬ 
cate and insignia on his 
appointment as Assistant 
District Commissioner 
for Scouts. 

Gethin Charles is tak¬ 
ing on the role of Group 
Scout Leader for the 
Cowbridge Group, a role 
that he will be able to 
run alongside his Scout 
Leader position that he 
has held for many years. 

“The Explorer Scout 
section is for young peo¬ 
ple between the ages of 
14 -17 years and you 
don’t have to have been 
in Scouts before to join,” 
explained Kev and Ian, 
the Explorer Scout 
Leaders. 

The section is run by 
Ian Jones and Kev Hicks 
and without their inspi¬ 
ration the Frostbite 
Camp would not have 
been possible. Other 
helpers included Nick 
Exely, Martin Taylor, 
Huw Lewis and Gethin 
Charles from the 
Cowbridge Group, John 
Myall, Martin Booy, 
Simon Miskin from the 


District Team, Jane and 
Paul Deere, Amy 
Hewett, from Llantwit 
Major Group, Wyn 
Gower, and Annelie 
Jenkins from St Athan, 
who either came for the 
whole weekend with 
their Scouts, or who 
gave of their time to help 
run activities during the 
event. 

The Night Hike com¬ 
petition was very close, 
only 13 points separated 
all the teams out of a 
possible 200 and was 
won by a team of Scouts 
from 

Cowbridge.by half 

a point! 

If you would like to 
join the growing number 
of youngsters enjoying 
the Big Adventure with 


Scouting, check out the 
national website 

www. Scouts, org. uk 
Scouting is a volun¬ 
tary organisation and as 
such is run locally by a 
team of dedicated volun¬ 
teers. 

If you feel that you 
could give some time to 
assisting, either hands 
on at the sharp end of 
the pencil by becoming a 
member of the commit¬ 
tee structure as a secre¬ 
tary/treasurer or if you 
are handy with a paint 
brush/mop and bucket, 
contact 
valescouts@btinternet.c 
om 

SIMON MISKIN 
(District 
Commissioner, Vale 
District) 


GILLIAN CLARKE, 
the National Poet of 
Wales, will be the 
patron of this year’s 
Barry Arts Festival, 
from May 24-June 2. 

The festival team are 
thrilled to have such a 
prestigious literary fig¬ 
ure as patron and wel¬ 
come Gillian’s accept¬ 
ance of the invitation as 
an endorsement of the 
2013 event, and hopeful¬ 
ly future festivals. 

The full programme 
for this year will be 


announced in the coming 
weeks, and there will be 
regular opportunities to 
support the festival and 
Canolfan Porthceri 
Centre, the group lead¬ 
ing the organisation for 
BAF, starting with a St 
David’s day quiz at the 
West End Club on 
Friday, March 1. 

Admission will be £3 
per person, and there 
will also be an opportu¬ 
nity to kick off the festi¬ 
val yam-bombing proj¬ 
ect by buying crocheted 
daffodils, courtesy of 


project leader Pat 
Temple-Murray. 

The singing project 
‘Vale voices do choral 
gems’ begins on 
Monday, February 25, at 
5.45pm in Holy Trinity 
Church hall. 

To find out more 
about Barry Arts 
Festival go to www. bar- 
ryartsfestival.co.uk - 
and don’t forget to come 
to the West End Club on 
Friday, March 1! Email 
dot@porthceri. co. uk for 
more details. DC 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 


beat anv writt 
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SPECIAL OFFER 

BEVELLED FRONT DOORS £499 If Ordered by March 


WINDOW & DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 7 DAYS 
' 6 WINDOWS FITTED FROM £ i 495 . 


1st. 

A WEEK 


DOORS FITTED FROM £450 . 
FRENCH DOORS FROM £795 


CONSERVATORIES FROM £3495 
COMPOsiTE DOORS FITTED FROM £795 


0 WINDOWS a DOORS V 

V FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE || 

0 FREE VERTICAL BLINDS ^ 

0 WIDE RANGE OF STYLES a FINISHES 

V 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 



MB 


r 




Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
since 1994! 


NL/UWy 


w 




REPAIR SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


not to be 
missed 

This stunning 

Bevelled 
Front Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 



Free Conservatory 
Design Service Available 

We supply & fit Fascias, 
Gutters & Downpipes 


FREE ONLINE QUOTES 

www.mpnwindows.com 


*i*T»C* 
UL4firo>m 
CO* WINS 
tiett 

UMA4NT! 
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choose one of these perfect doors 


ASK ABOUT OUR TRAD! WINDOWS, DOORS AND COMSERVAJORIES 

Email: 

mpnwindows@aol.com 

Opening Hours: 

9am to 9pm 

«f«i fMin » 079^6 640959 7 Days a Week 

Amazing Offer! 

J Gain your free vertical blinds with every full house 
1 of w idows and doors or conservatory fitted! 

Ttrws a-d (MdiliMn tp»A 

BRIDGEND 01656 648464 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 
BARRY 01446 539212 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF 11 8 AP 
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RUGBY COMMUNITY JOINS TOGETHER 
TO HELP WELSH PROSTATE CHARITY 


THE rugby community came together 
last week in Porthcawl’s Grand Pavilion 
to offer its support to a charity which has 
grown from small beginnings in 
Cowbridge, to its current status as a 
national campaigning body in Wales. 

Founded by Ray and Lyn Murray of Cowbridge, 
together with urological consultant Andy Thomas of 
the Princess of Wales Hospital, Prostate Cymru now 
enjoys an increasingly high profile. 

In its short life, the charity has provided Wales 
with a world-class centre of excellence for laser 
treatment of prostate diseases - the Green Light 
Laser in the Princess of Wales Hospital at Bridgend. 

The charity also provides information to the men 
of Wales through an awareness campaign launched 
with the support of the Welsh Rugby Union. 

The major current campaign is fundraising for a 
new robotic surgical system for Wales to treat early 
prostate cancer. 

The charity is also raising funds to sustain the 
Green Light Laser equipment, installed in Bridgend 
for which Prostate Cymru has just funded the latest 
technological equipment - and guaranteed the serv¬ 
ice for a further three years. 

At the National Eisteddfod at Llandow in August 
2012, Prostate Cymru launched a petition, with the 
help of Rhodri the Robot, to bring Laparoscopic 
Robotic Surgery to Wales. 

There are 41 robotic systems already in England, 
but none in Wales. The Prostate Cymru petition in 
now on the Welsh Government website and gather¬ 
ing online signatures by the day. 

Last Friday’s event, ‘A Knight with the Captains’ 
hoped to raise £7,500. Each table at the inner was 
hosted by either a Welsh international rugby captain, 
an international, or a Welsh celebrity champion. 

The Master of Ceremonies was Paul Fielding 
who introduced the guests of honour, Professor Sir 
Mansel and Lady Aylward, as well as the other guest 
speakers and performers. 

Professor Sir Mansel Aylward CB, is chairman of 
Public Health Wales, and the director of the Centre 
for Psychosocial and Disability Research at Cardiff 
University. 

The other guests included singer Jessica McNeill 
from Neath, comedian and entertainer Mike Osman, 
Mark Colboume MBE, the World and Paralympic 
cycling gold medallist, Dai John, ‘the Prostate 
Man’, and the Welsh rugby international of 
Pontypool Front Row fame, Graham Price. 

Also on hand to lightning sketch those present at 
the dinner, was caricaturist and entertainer ‘Picasso’ 
Griffiths. 

Paul Fielding started the evenings proceedings by 
calling for a minute’s silence in memory of Mervyn 
Davies, ‘Merv the Swerve’ who passed away on 
March 15, 2012. 

He also apologised for the absence of the organ¬ 
isers of the event, the chairman of the Prostate 
Cymru Charity Trustees, Ray Murray who was ill, 
and Andy Thomas, who was in Phoenix, Arizona, 
lecturing on Green Light Laser surgery. 

Paul called upon the Rev Paul Floe, Minister of 
Trinity Church, Porthcawl, to say Grace. 

During the course of the evening, Paul introduced 
the Welsh captains, the internationals and other 
celebrities. 

These were Gareth Llewellyn, Ieuan Evans, John 
Devereux, John Lloyd, Bob Norster, Gareth 
Edwards, Eddie Butler, Scott Gibbs, Paul Thorburn, 
Bleddyn Bowen, Ellis Jenkins, Ray Giles, Richard 
Webster and Mark Colbourne. 

The evening ended with a raffle of rugby memo¬ 
rabilia, with the lucky numbers being drawn by Sir 
Mansel and Lady Aylward. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Prostate Cymru has great support from the sport¬ 
ing community, and a number of events are planned 
for this summer. 

On April 17, the charity golf day season tees off 
with a special event, supported by Coun Eric 
Hacker, the Mayor of the Vale of Glamorgan, at the 
prestigious Vale Resort Golf Course. 

Two days later, on April 19, another golf day, this 
time supported by the Mayor of Rhondda Cynon 
Taf, takes place at the Aberdare Golf Club. Founded 
in 1921 it is one of the best courses in the area. 

Pyle and Kenfig GC hosts the next mayoral golf 
day on April 26, this time supported by the Mayor of 
Bridgend County Borough, Coun Marlene Thomas. 

The course, which is in the Kenfig National 
Nature Reserve, is a championship course, ranked in 
the top 10 in Wales, and is noted for the way the 
back nine weaves through huge sand dunes. 

On May 31, just a few miles away as the crow 
flies, Prostate Cymru and GLAZE return once again 
for the annual charity golf day at Royal Porthcawl 
Golf Club - famously described as one of the 12 
finest courses in the world by the late Tom Scott, a 
former editor of Golf Illustrated. 

Yet another local course will be supporting the 
Prostate Cymru golf days out on June 13, when the 


REPORT and PHOTOGRAPHS 
by KEITH E MORGAN 


Porthcawl Lions organise their annual charity golf 
day at the Grove Golf Club. 

In June, the focus switches to cycling, when over 
the weekend of June 14-16, the annual ‘Cyclothon’, 
Gwlad Cymru 2013, goes ahead. 

This event is organised by the former Welsh inter¬ 
national rugby player, Ray Giles, the cyclothon 
taskmaster for the fifth successive year. 

Ray is keen to hang on to his title of ‘champion 
fundraiser’ - gained through the success of this ride 
from north Wales to south! 

Anyone interested in knowing more about this 
cycling challenge should check the website 
www. prostatecymru. com 

However, the biggest event of the year promises 
to take place over 14 days (July 18 to August 1) in 
Ecuador. 

Prostate Cymru supporters will trying to com¬ 
plete the ‘Touch the Sun’ challenge in the Avenue of 
Volcanoes in Ecuador. 

The 14 days involve climbing five volcanoes 
(average height 15,000 ft and, apparently, this chal¬ 
lenge takes you closer to the sun than any other 
point on earth! 

The team leaders for this challenge, Andy 
Thomas and Peter Croke, have a team of 14 intrep¬ 
id explorers lined to hit the heights in Ecuador.. 

For more information on this challenge, go to 
www. touchingthesun. com 

Ray Murray of Cowbridge, the joint founder of 
the charity, told The GEM: “There are several other 
local events throughout the remainder of this year, 
and it is ah a part of our campaign to improve the 
treatment of prostate cancer and other conditions in 
Wales. 

“We have an ongoing Welsh Government petition 
to bring a Robotic surgical system to Wales, please 
join in at www.assemblywales.org/epetition-list-of- 
signatories. htm ?pet_id=820” 




Sweating inside the Rhodri the Robot 
costume was Lloyd Stocky, pictured with 
organiser Paul Fielding (left) and 
rugby legend Graham Price. 




‘ Picasso’ Griffiths with his lightning caricatures of 
Mark Colbourne and GEM photographer Keith E. Morgan. 



Rhodri the Robot welcoming the guests of honour, 
Professor Sir Mansel and Lady Aylward. 



Richard Webster. 





Vocalist Jessica 
McNeill. 
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Vale schools serve up 
badminton success 



ABOVE: THE WINNERS WITH THEIR TROPHY. 


TEENAGERS from the Vale are aiming 
to serve up national success in badminton 
after shining in a regional schools’ compe¬ 
tition organised by Sport Wales’ 5x60 
scheme. 

After taking on all-comers from across south-east 
Wales, the boys’ team from Stanwell School and the 
girls from Cowbridge Comprehensive School 
emerged victorious in a competition for pupils in 
years 7 and 8. 

In matches played at Penarth Leisure Centre, the 
Vale schools edged out Bryn Celynnog 
Comprehensive School from Rhondda Cynon Taf to 
secure their places in the national stages of the tour¬ 
nament that will be held in Newtown on March 20. 

They will be joined by the years 9 and 10 girls 
from Stanwell and the boys from Cowbridge, who 
both qualified for the national stages, after finishing 
runners-up behind Ysgol Gyfun Gymraeg Glantaf 
from Cardiff. 

Both the younger and older age tournaments fea¬ 
tured pupils whose talents have been unearthed dur¬ 
ing lunchtime and after-school sports sessions run 
by the 5x60 scheme - which is a Sport Wales initia¬ 
tive overseen locally by the Vale Council’s sports 
and play development team. 


Ben Williams, the Vale Council’s Active Young 
People Co-ordinator, said: “Congratulations to 
everyone who took part and good luck to the schools 
who are going forward to the national stages next 
month. The Vale schools will be hoping to follow in 
the footsteps of the girls’ team from Stanwell that 
took the courts by storm last year to bring home the 
national title.” 

For further details about the 5x60 scheme in the 
Vale of Glamorgan please visit www.valeofgla.mor- 
gan.gov.uk/5x60; you can also keep up to date with 
the latest 5x60 and community sports news from the 
Vale of Glamorgan by following @valesportsnews 
on Twitter. _ 

Six of the best 
for under-13s 

LLANTWIT MAJOR under-13A put in an excel¬ 
lent performance on a heavy pitch beating 
Wenvoe 6-1. 

Sam Snaith scored a hat trick and was named 
man of the match; Luke Beattie, Liam Butcher 
and Lewis Brown also got on the score sheet. 


Cowbridge 
under-14s miss 
out in the cup 


COWBRIDGE 
under-14s pro¬ 
duced their best 
performance of the 
season against 
Penarth, only to 
miss out on a place 
in the next round 
of the Blues Cup - 
due to a number of 
disappointing deci¬ 
sions by the referee 
which eventually 
cost them the 
game, losing 17-12. 

The home side, most 
of whom were Blues 
squad members, were 
made to fight for pos¬ 
session from the very 
start and their pack were 
outplayed from start to 
finish by a Cowbridge 
eight who were forced 
into making a number of 
positional changes just 
before kick off. 

The visitors dominat¬ 
ed both territory and 
possession and only des¬ 
perate tackling from the 
home side prevented 
them from scoring. 
Owain Jenkins, Harry 
Hopkins and Mat 
Keating continually 
broke through their 
opponents’ defence, to 
set up chance after 
chance and cross the 
Penarth line - only to be 
brought up just short 
each time. 

Penarth opened the 


scoring after 20 minutes 
with a try which was 
converted. Within min¬ 
utes, they scored again 
with an interception on 
the halfway line, and led 
12-0 at half time. 

Cowbridge dominated 
again in the second half, 
and were finally reward¬ 
ed with a try from No 8 
James Holder, who 
worked tirelessly 
throughout the game. 

A second try soon 
followed from centre 
Dan Bunney, which was 
converted by Cai Evans, 
to leave the teams level 
with 10 minutes remain¬ 
ing. 

Further controversial 
refereeing decisions dur¬ 
ing this final period left 
the Cowbridge players 
devastated. 

Cowbridge flanker 
Duncan Ace charged 
down the ball before 
gathering to dive over 
the line, only to have 
the try disallowed 

With just a minute 
left, and with 
Cowbridge having one 
foot in the next round, 
Penarth were awarded a 
try, which included two 
forward passes. 

Outstanding in the 
pack were Josh Jones, 
Tom Edwards and Ben 
Terry, and the pick of 
the backs were Sean 
Davies, Osian John and 
Joe Nott. ML 


BUDDING 

COACHES 

NAMED 


THE 15 budding 
sports coaches tak¬ 
ing part in the Vale 
Council’s ‘Coaches 
of the Future’ pro¬ 
gramme have been 
unveiled. 

The talented 

teenagers, all aged 
between 16 and 17, are 
being given a spring¬ 
board towards a future in 
sports coaching and lead¬ 
ership by the exciting 
training programme. 

The enthusiastic 
youngsters taking part in 
the ‘Coaches of the 
Future’ programme are; 
Kathryn Gardner, 

Callum Jalil, Rory Hay, 
Athena Cowley, Steven 
Warrington, Elle 

Gwatkin, Emily Powell, 
Sian Davies, Gareth 
Lennon, Connor 

Hetherton, Olivia Parry, 
Adam Rees, John Miles, 
David Gent and Lichaba 
West. 

The 15 have varying 
levels of coaching expe¬ 
rience, with some already 
helping out at their local 
sports club or school, 
while others are passion¬ 
ate about helping other 
people and are keen to 
make their first steps into 
coaching. 

The initiative was 
launched at the Civic 
Offices in Barry with a 
special reception that 
included a visit from ris¬ 


ing Welsh swimming star 
Jazz Carlin, who spoke to 
the group about the posi¬ 
tive impact that her 
swimming coaches have 
made so far in her career. 

Jazz was also joined at 
the launch by Lucie 
Johnson, a sixth form 
pupil from Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
who is one of the Vale of 
Glamorgan’s three Gold 
Sports Ambassadors. 

Following the launch 
event, the young budding 
coaches enjoyed a 
week’s training during 
Half Term where they 
gained some invaluable 
first-hand experience and 
over the coming months 
they will be helping with 
the running of several 
school and community 
sports festivals and 
events. 

The ‘Coaches of the 
Future’ programme is 
part of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council’s 
sports and play develop¬ 
ment team’s ‘Make it 
Happen 2013’ campaign. 

It aims to build on the 
momentum of the 
London 2012 Games and 
inspire local people of all 
ages and abilities to get 
involved in sport this 
year, whether it be to 
play a social game of 
five-a-side each week, 
join a new sports club, or 
get into sports coaching 
or volunteering. 



ANTHONY BROWN LTD. 

ESTATE AGENTS & SURVEYORS, LLANTWIT MAJOR CF61 1XY 


A personal service - whether you’re buying or selling 

Tel: 01446 792723 Fax 01446 793267 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

NAEA 

Estate Agents 






LLANTWIT MAJOR - £117,500 


Modern four bedroom semi¬ 
detached house comprising 
Hallway, Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen/Dining room, Rear 
Hall, Cloakroom, Bathroom/ 
Wet room. Gas central heat¬ 
ing. Double glazed windows. 
Garden to front and rear. 
Greenhouse and outbuilding. 
Ref 694D 


LLANTWIT MAJOR - £225,000 


Well maintained modern four bed¬ 
room detached house with garage 
and conservatory to the rear situated 
in a cul-de-sac comprising Hallway, 
Cloakroom, Lounge, Dining Room 
with patio doors to Conservatory, 
Fitted Kitchen/Breakfast Room, 
Utility Room, En-suite to master bed¬ 
room, Family Bathroom. Double 
glazed windows. Gas fired central 
heating. Driveway and gardens to 
front and rear. Freehold. Ref 474D 


ST ATHAN VILLAGE - £209,950 

Modern spacious detached three 
storey residence with integral garage 
Hallway, Lounge/Diner, Fitted 
Kitchen/Breakfast room, Dining 
Room/4th Bedroom, Bathroom. Two 
bedrooms and Cloakroom/WC to 
first floor and one further bedroom 
to the lower ground floor. Gas cen¬ 
tral heating. UPVC double glazed win¬ 
dows for the most part. Driveway and 
garden to front and rear. Ref 667D 


LLANTWIT MAJOR - £149,950 


Modern well maintained three 
bedroom mid link house situated 
in a sought after area comprising 
Hallway, Lounge, Dining Room, 
Modern fitted Kitchen, Modern 
re-fitted Bathroom. UPVC double 
glazed windows and doors. Gas 
fired central heating. Open plan 
garden to front and enclosed rear 
garden. Allocated parking for two 
vehicles. Freehold Ref 680D 


LLANTWIT MAJOR - £175,000 


Established three bedroom 
double fronted semi¬ 
detached house occupying a 
corner position comprising 
Hallway, Sitting Room. Dining 
Room, Fitted Kitchen, 
Bathroom. Double glazed 
windows and doors. Gas cen¬ 
tral heating. Driveway and 
good size gardens. Ref 689D 


LLANTWIT MAJOR - £169,950 


Modern extended three bed¬ 
room semi-detached house and 
garage comprising Hallway, 
Lounge, Fitted Kitchen/ 
Breakfast room, Side Hall, 
Shower Room/Cloakroom, 
Dining Room/Sitting room with 
French doors to rear. Modern 
Bathroom. Gas central heating. 
Double glazed windows and 
doors. Driveway and gardens to 
front and rear. Ref 695D 


LLANTWIT MAJOR - £234,950 

Modern four bedroom detached 
house with integral Garage and 
Conservatory to the rear comprising 
Hallway, Lounge, Dining Room, 
Modern Kitchen, Utility Room, 
Cloakroom, PVC rear Porch, En-suite 
to master bedroom, Family Bathroom. 
Gas central heating. Double glazing. 
Double width driveway and south fac¬ 
ing landscaped rear garden. Ref 676D 


LLANTWIT MAJOR - £215,000 


Modern two bedroom 
detached bungalow with 
attached garage comprising 
Hallway, Lounge/Dining 
Room, Fitted Kitchen, 
Bathroom/WC. Gas cen¬ 
tral heating. Double glazed 
windows and doors. 
Driveway and garden to 
front and rear. Ref 697D 


LLANTWIT MAJOR - £215,000 


Modern well maintained 
three bedroom detached 
house and garage comprising 
Hallway, Cloakroom, Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen/Dining area 
with patio doors to rear, En- 
suite shower room, Modern 
Bathroom. Gas central heat¬ 
ing. Double glazed windows. 
Driveway and low mainte¬ 
nance garden to front and 
rear. Ref696D. 


Visit our website for all our listed properties - www.anthonybrownltd.co.uk 
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£145,950 


£165,950 


£219,950 


Rhoose 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


£89,950 


£124,950 


£133,950 


£169,950 


£169,950 


£174,950 


£329,950 


£184,950 


Attention Landlords... 

Full management can reduce stress and improve profit 

S Low voids to increase yield s Zoopla marketing S Proactive rent review assessments 

s Zero tolerance for non payment s Glamorgan GEM marketing s Free, same day faster rent payments 

S ARLA qualified ensure high standards s Quarterly written inspections S Regular feedback on prospective tenants 

s Rightmove marketing S Full referencing including current landlord S Over 20 years letting experience 

From a single property to a large portfolio, our ARLA qualified member can provide 
free advice on a current property or a potential purchase. 

Claire Edwards MARLA - 01446 791 966 or 07847 888 730 ARLA 


chris-davies.co.uk 


OFT 


f rightmove, 


Lets! 

Scott Close, St Athan - £450 pcm 
Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, GCH 
Murlande Way, Rhoose - £475 pcm 
Modern mid link,Two beds, New carpets 
Pontypridd Road, Barry - £495 pcm 

2 Bed Flat, Refitted Bathroom, Garage 
Woodlands Road, Barry - £500 pcm 
Ground floor apartment, two bedrooms 
part furnished 

Redwood Close, Boverton - £500 pcm 
Two Bed Flat, Lounge, Electric heating 
Pinewood Square, St Athan - £500 pcm 
Two bedrooms, Kitchen/diner, Gardens 
Barry Road, Barry - £525 pcm 

Three bedrooms, Ground Floor Flat, Equipped kitchen, 
Garden 

Mallory Close, St Athan - £525 pcm 

Three bedrooms, kitchen/diner, enclosed rear garden 

Bell Street, Barry - £550 pcm 

Three bedrooms, downstairs bathroom, Refurbished 

High Street, Barry - £550 pcm 

Two Bed Flat, Distant sea views 

Garage & Private Garden 

The Wheate Close, Rhoose - £550 pcm 

Two bedrooms, Kitchen with oven/hob, Garage 

Beaufort Way, Rhoose - £550 pcm 

Two Bedrooms, Driveway, GCH 

Glanfa Dafydd, Barry - £550 pcm 

3rd floor modern apartment, Equipped kitchen 

Two bedrooms 

High Street, Barry - £595 pcm 

Three Bed Flat, Over two floors, Garage 

Harding Close, Boverton, Llantwit Major - £595 pcm 

Three bedrooms, Kitchen diner, Large rear garden 

Bell Street, Barry - £625 pcm 

Three bedrooms, Downstairs bathroom 

enclosed garden 

Manor Park, Llantwit Major - £625 pcm 

Three bed detached property, two receptions 

garage and driveway 

Norseman Close, Rhoose - £625 PCM 

Three bedroom, Two reception rooms, Enclosed garden 

Four Acre, Llantwit Major - £650 pcm 

3 Bedrooms, Recently Redecorated, Large Rear Garden 
Harbour Road, Barry - £900 pcm 

Semi detached Victorian property, Five bedrooms 
Original features 


Ready to buy 
in Sunny Spain? 

If you can proceed 
with cash, or if you need 
a 100% mortgage 
we can help. 

We have bank 
repossessions with prices 
to suit all budgets. 


Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 


01446 791966 

lettings @ ch ris-davies.co.uk 




Cambrian Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Beds, 2 Receps 
Conservatory 
Southerly Rear Garden 


Starling Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Open Green Aspect 
Ideal First Time Purchase 


Cardigan Crescent, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
3 Receptions 
Well Presented 


\ /On 


Heol-Y-Coed, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Sought After Location 
Call Today To View 


Shakespeare Drive, Llantwit Major 

2 Bedrooms 
Ideal Starter Home 
Modern Fitted Kitchen 


Glebeland Place, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
62ft Rear Garden 


Harding Close, Llantwit Major 

3/4 Bedrooms 
Lounge/Diner 

_ Conservatory _ 


Tresilian Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Extended 

Open Green Fields 


Church Meadow, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Well Appointed Kitchen 
Family Home 


A 


Heol-Y-Felin, Llantwit Major 

4 Double Bedrooms 
Detatched Garage 
Adjoining Woodland 


Fitzhamon Avenue, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Renovated Throughout 
Early Viewing Recommended 


Call Paul Freephone 
0800135 7503 
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SIZE DOES MATTER 


Large enough for a first class service - small enough to care 



OUR TEAM OF EXPERTS CAN HELP YOU 


We have the largest team of experts in the area who are here to help 
you make the right decision. 

We provide a professional service to anyone seeking advice or help 
with any type of property and have been established for over 31 
years. We are involved in the sale and renting of residential and 
commercial property throughout the South Wales area. 

Knights Chartered Surveyors valuation and survey department is 
based in Whitchurch, Cardiff and undertakes professional valuations 
for banks, building societies and other institutional clients around the 
M4 corridor from Chepstow to Swansea and as far north as 
Abergavenny and Merthyr Tydfil. 


MAKE THE 
RIGHT CHOICE 
AND CHOOSE 
KNIGHTS ESTATE 
AGENTS 


Being members of the Relocation Agent Network, a group of some 
730 independent estate agencies across Wales, England and 
Scotland, your home will be advertised on their websites which is 
visited by tens of thousands of house hunters every week. 

We also advertise all our properties on Rightmove, the UK’s number 
one property website with over 165 million pages viewed per month. 




RICS 

Chartered Surveyors 


Sales (01446) 700222 
Lettings (01446) 701333 
Commercial (01446) 709933 
Financial Services 0300 303 8525 


£ j 84 High Street, Barry 

| www.knightsestateagents.co.uk 
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APPLICATION OEADLINE: 5:00PM 27 February 2013 



01446 709840 


To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 
HOMES4Uevaleofglamorgan.gov.uk 
or apofy in writing to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Visible Services and Housing 
Civic Offices Holton Road. Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street. Barry CF62 7AL 
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Important information for existing and new council tenants 


From April 2013 Housing Bonoflt Rjes aro changing for anorKtng ago tenants vabo 
live* m Counci and Hnuiang Aaaociatton propartiae M you era of pamion arpe ttu* 
cBango will not afloct you. 

OwducdoiR eil bu maelA from Housing Berwflt claim afwra a ctaimwti 4 Iwng m a 
property that is classed as too large lor them There wll be a 14% deduction lor one 
extra bedroom and 0 2Z% cMudion tor two or more bedroom* 

To cahcuiafle room needs Vx a diend. one bedroom is dkrwed for eocb of the 
flotf owing: 

• every adult couple 

• ary other adu* aped ow 16: 

• any fwo cbldm of tr* *ame mi up to 16, 

• any two chldren regardless of sex aged under ia or 

• arty oewr child. 

Foster children a*e not nduded n ibe caioialKHi, 


Ktandn 

A slagit person »crf working agR Ivfng la a two bedroom property 
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■wnett wrxRf apdy 
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Bo'olt wcud 4ppt> 

A tingle parent or cntR« with 1 eon agad I and a dau^Mnr agad 8, bring In a Prea- 
bedroom propertf 

Tha uuninarf at roon* rwee eouil rw two bad^ooma, ru tham <Mxid ba a 14% deduct tin 
•mm rar Hxisrtg BenefY 

A aa gl i parent or coup*" wdh hao daugfWara, agad 12 end 8. tad e ton egad A King In e 
ttwee bedroom property 

The Msossmer* of room need wood oe three bedroom* so no oedicfto* woud eppy 


You must be a H0MES4U member to apply for any of these homes. When bidding for 
more than one property you wii be asked to state your order of preference. Al descriptions 
and other details arc given in good faith and arc believed to be correct but any potential tenant 
shoukJ satisfy themselves as to the»r correctness. 

Newydd <s a charitable housing association. 


a^Home>wdppei 


rfj nrwoMd ^ ft 
























36 - THE GEM 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansemwww.twitter.com/sem news _Thursday, February 21st, 2013 


COWBRIDGE DARTS 
LEAGUE ROUND-UP 


ON February 12, for the first 
time in 2013, all five league 
matches were played. 

There was no change at the top of 
the table with the top two both win¬ 
ning 8-1, but the gap to third place is 
increasing. 

Edmondes ‘B’ won away at the 
Came Arms and Llanharry won at 
home against the White Lion, a match 
in which Morgan John (Llanharry) hit 
a 180. 

In the race for third place the Hare 
and Hounds closed the gap on the 
Edmondes ‘A’, even though they beat 
the Larmers Arms 5-4, by beating the 
Cross Inn 7-2. 

In a bottom of the table clash the 
Old Post Ladies defeated the 
Highwayman Inn 5-4. 

Present league standings: Llanharry 
(73), Edmondes ‘B’ (69), Edmondes 
‘A’ (55), Hare and Hounds (52), White 


Lion (41), Larmers Arms (39), Came 
Arms (36), Cross Inn (33), 
Highwayman Inn (31), Old Post 
Ladies (30). 

On Lebruary 26 there is a full pro¬ 
gramme of league matches scheduled; 
the Old Post Ladies host the White 
Lion, the Cross Inn host the Edmondes 
'A', the Hare & Hounds host the Came 
Arms, while the Highwayman Inn host 
the Larmers Arms. 

The key fixture is the top of the 
table clash, the Edmondes 'B' versus 
Llanharry; all matches start at 8.30pm 
and spectators are always welcome. 

Lor further information and any 
enquires please e-mail Paul at cow- 
bridgedarts@googlemail.com, up-to- 
date information on upcoming match¬ 
es, league results and league table can 
be found on the web site: 
www.darts.apsn.co.uk. 

PT 


Local youngsters 
get squash-ed! 


YOUNGSTERS in Penarth 
are set to make a racket on the 
squash courts - after enjoying 
a fun introduction to the sport. 

Coaches from Wales Squash and 
Racketball have teamed up with the 
Vale Council to visit primary schools 
around Penarth and help them get to 
grips with the game. 

Children at St Joseph’s RC Primary 
School were among the first to get the 
chance to pick up some tips and take 
aim at a special ‘moveable wall’, ideal 
for coaching in various locations. 

Youngsters are also being given a 
further chance to develop their new 
skills at squash sessions being held 
every Wednesday after school at 
Penarth Leisure Centre. 


While Wales Squash and Racketball 
and the Vale Council’s sports and play 
development team are working hard to 
raise the profile of the game among 
the next generation locally, 2013 could 
be a landmark year for the sport’s 
overall future as it hopes to be select¬ 
ed for inclusion in the 2020 Olympic 
Games. 

It is competing with six other sports 
and a decision will be made in 
September. 

For further details, call coach Beth 
Winstanley on 07842 102699. To find 
out more about other upcoming sports 
sessions for all ages in the Vale of 
Glamorgan, please go online at 
www. valeofglamorgan. gov. uk/spo rt- 
sandplay or follow @valesportsnews 
on Twitter. 


New disability swimming 
academy aims to spot 
future Paralympians 


SWIMMERS with 
disabilities who dream 
of being the next Elbe 
Simmonds or David 
Roberts are invited to 
join a new disability 
swimming academy in 
the Vale. 

The new academy, 
based at Barry Leisure 
Centre, will help to nur¬ 
ture the next generation 
of Welsh Paralympians 
by offering them up to 
four and a half hours of 
coaching each week. 

The academy is being 
set up in partnership by 
Swim Wales, Parkwood 
and the Vale Council’s 
Disability Sport Wales 
Officer Simon Jones. It 
is open to swimmers 
from the Vale as well as 
those from further 
afield. 

Simon said: 


“Swimmers aged from 
11 upwards can join the 
academy, which will be 
aimed at developing tal¬ 
ented swimmers that 
wish to become classi¬ 
fied and compete in 
regional and national 
competitions. As the 
club will be run as a 
competitive club rather 
than a recreational club 
there are minimum 
requirements for poten¬ 
tial participants. 
Swimmers need to have 
either achieved level 
five of the ‘Learn to 
Swim’ National Plan for 
Teaching Swimming, or 
be able to swim 50 
metres in a recognised 
swimming stroke.” 

The first session of 
the Vale Disability 
Swimming Academy 
will take place on 


Wednesday Lebruary 20 
at 6pm at Barry Leisure 
Centre. 

If you are interested 
in joining the academy 
please contact Simon 
Jones on 01446 704728. 

Chess 

round-up 

PORTHCAWL 
pulled off a surprise 
win by 3.5 to 1.5 
against Bridgend A, 
in division 2 of the 
East Glamorgan 
chess league and 
rise to fifth place, 
putting themselves 
in with a chance of 
gaining promotion 
to the first division. 

With only Barry look¬ 
ing certain to gain pro¬ 
motion, and with a game 
in hand against the bot¬ 
tom placed Pontypridd, 
they should secure the 
title. 

So with only six 
games left to play in divi¬ 
sion 2, the battle to 
secure second and third 
place, and gain promo¬ 
tion to division 1, is wide 
open. 

For more information 
on Bridgend chess visit 
w ww.br id gend chess- 
club, com. 

MK 


Barrivale 

RESULTS 

LATEST results from Barrivale, January 
29: 1st Peter Millar & Mark Roderick 70.83%; 
=2nd Tom Kendrick & Dave Thomas 53.57%; 
=2nd Sean Macdougall & Ann Macdougall 
53.57% - Tom & Dave won on handicap. 

New members are always welcome at 
Barrivale, if you would like to join us ring 01446 
418380 or 01446 733425 or call at the Pioneer 
Hall, Beryl Road , Barry on Tuesdays at 7pm. 
MB 


Vale CC 
get set in 
the nets 


VALE CC com¬ 
mence preparations 
for the 2013 season 
with their winter 
nets sessions start¬ 
ing at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School on Sunday, 
February 24. 

Youth nets com¬ 
mence from 2-3.30pm, 
with the seniors follow¬ 
ing on from 3.30pm- 
5pm, when the club’s 
newly-acquired bowling 
machine will be put to 
use. 

Vale Lirst and 
Second XIs will again 
both complete in 
Division 2 of the 
Glamorgan and 
Monmouthshire 
League, although the 
club will be seeking to 
make further progress 
up the league structure 
next season. 

The club has decided 
not to field a Third XI 
this year, but will 
instead field a Sunday 
XI. 

The club had a full 
inspection of the 
ground at the end of 
last season and received 
high compliments from 
the inspectors who 
passed the ground fit 
for Premiere League 
cricket. If you are inter¬ 
ested in playing cricket 


in a friendly environ¬ 
ment in one of the most 
picturesque grounds in 
the area, Vale CC will 
be happy to welcome 
players of all abilities. 

The club is also 
seeking anyone who 
maybe interested in 
helping with the run¬ 
ning of the youth teams 
to support the existing 
coaching structure. 

Vale commence their 
season on April 14 with 
a friendly against 
Tondu at Bryn Road, 
with the league season 
starting on April 27 - 
both the First and 
Second XIs in action 
against Brecon. 

Any players or 
helpers interested in 
joining the club should 
contact cricket chair¬ 
man Mark Francis, on 
0770 8005412, club 
secretary Richard 
Adamec, on 07912 
747112; or just come 
along to one of the net 
sessions and introduce 
themselves. 

MF 
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GROVE ESTATES 



CHURCH COTTAGE, RH00SE 

A beautifully maintained & extended 3 
bedroom semi detached property 
Original cottage dating back to around 
early 19th century & extended in approx 
1980's 

Generously proportioned grounds to rear 
Parking for approx 56 cars & a balcony 
accessed from main bedroom with views 
over Rhoose 

The property is being sold as freehold 
reasonable offers C 


BASSETT STREET, BARRY 

• A good size 3 bedroom mid 
terrace property close to 
town centre 

• Gas central heating & double 
glazed throughout 

• Low maintenance garden to rear 

• Ideal first time purchase 

• Offered freehold with vacant 
possession & 
no chain. 


£93,950 


HIGHLIGHT LANE, BARRY 

• Extended 3 bedroom semi 
detached property in sought after 
location 

• Gas central heating & double 
glazing throughout 

• Detached garage and driveway with 
parking for approx 2-3 cars 

• Through lounge with open plan 
conservatory/kitchei^^^^^^^ 

‘behold 




LLAN FARM, MERTHYR 
DYFAN ROAD, BARRY 

• An extended 5 bedroom detached 
property dating back to approx 1700's | 

• Landscaped front & rear gardens 
set on approx 1/3 of an acre 

• Set in a quiet semi-rural location 

• Off road parking with double garage 

• Gas central heating & 
double glazed * 


£275,000 


IREDBERTH CLOSE, BARRY 

• A 2 bedroom semi-detached 
bungalow situated in a quiet 
cul-de-sac location 

• Gas central heating & double 
glazed 

• Private parking & driveway to 
front 

• Conservatory 

■ Scope to extend subject to 


planning 
• Viewings 


£127,500 






BRYN AWEL, BUTTRILLS 
ROAD, BARRY 

A 4 bedroom detached property 
in popular location 
Gas central heating & 
double glazed 

Detached garage & driveway 
Spacious gardens 
Views across 
Bristol channel 


£244,950 


SOUTH WALK, BARRY 

• A good size 3 bedroom mid 
link property 

• Gas central heating & double 
glazed 

• Front & rear gardens 

• Ideal first time purchase 

• Offered freehold with vacant 
possession & 

no chain 


£94,950 


TEIFI DRIVE, BARRY 

• 4 bedroom semi detached property 
situated in a sought after area 

• Gas central heating & double 
glazed throughout 

• Driveway to front 

• Garaqge conversion with extension 
above 

• Offered freehold and open to 
reasonable offers 

SB 



MOREL STREET, BARRY 

• A well presented 3 double 
bedroom property in popular 
location of Barry 

• Gas central heating & double 


• Enclosed garden to rear 

• Some original features remain 

• Open to reasonable offers 


£105,000 


RENTALS: 

Kingsland Crescent - 

1 Bedroom 1st floor flat in central 
location. GCH. DG. Unfurnished 
£430 pcm 

Lombard Grange - 

2 Bedroom 1st floor flat. GCH. DG. 
Unfurnished £450 pcm 

Barry Road - 

3 Bedroom ground floor flat. 

GCH. DG. 

Unfurnished £525 pcm 
Bassett Street - 

3 Bedroom mid terrace. GCH. DG. 

Unfurnished £550 pcm 
Burlington Street - 

2 Bedroom mid terrace. GCH. DG 
Unfurnished £475 pcm 
Castleland Street - 

3 Bedroom bay fronted property. 
GCH. DG. 

Unfurnished £625 pcm 


01446 747474 


salcsig'c-grovc.co uk 


www c-g rove co.uk 
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GLADSTONE ROAD, BARRY 

Bay fronted, mid terraced traditional, 
shower/utility/wc. 21ft through living 
room, kitchen/diner. Three bedrooms, 
hobby area in attic with velux window, 
low maintenance rear garden. 

£124,950 


PARK ROAD, BARRY 

Versatile four bedroom detached property. 
West End location. Four double bedrooms. 

Lounge with patio doors leading to 
balcony.Two shower rooms, utility room, 
double driveway and garage. No chain. 
£299,950 


BREAKSEA COURT, BARRY 

Top floor apartment. Situated over 2 floors. 
Living room, replacement kitchen/diner. Solid 
oak flooring. Two bedrooms, replacement 
bathroom. Views over Bristol Channel, upvc 
DG, gas CH. No chain. Designated parking. 

£119,950 


GLENBROOK DRIVE, BARRY 

Two bedroomed, modern semi 
detached. Fitted kitchen, living room 
with patio doors. Shower room, 
garage/parking/ driveway. Enclosed 
rear garden. 

£119,950 


WESTWARD RISE, BARRY 

Stunning semi detached. Four bedrooms, master with dressing room 
and ensuite. Dining room, study, living room, open plan 
kitchen/breakfast, utility room, wc, cloakroom, side access/ample 
driveway. Backing onto Porthceri. 

£289,950 



^I|1A 



CARADOC AVENUE, BARRY 

Semi detached. Three double 
bedrooms, through living room, fitted 
kitchen/utility room. 1st floor bathroom, 
driveway/detached garage. Enclosed 
rear garden, upvc DG, gas CH. 
£129,950 


SHIRLEY CLOSE, BARRY 

Situated off Dobbins Road, in need of 
modernisation. Two bedroomed 
detached bungalow. Living room, 
shower room. Kitchen overlooking front. 
Driveway providing parking. No chain. 

£139,950 


RHEIDOL DRIVE, BARRY 

Spacious detached. Living room, dining room, 
kitchen/breakfast, wc, cloak. Four bedrooms 
(master ensuite). Replacement family bathroom. 
Double garage/driveway. Corner cul de sac position, 
upvc DG, gas CH via combi. West End location. 

£304,950 


TYCWMPAS, BARRY 

Second floor apartment. One bedroomed. 
Living/open plan kitchen. Balcony 
overlooking rear. Family bathroom. 
Designated parking. Maintenance free living. 

£82,500 



CWRT PENCOEDTRE, BARRY 

Extremely well presented. Three bedrooms. Modern 
semi detached. Replacement fitted kitchen. Through 
living room, kitchen/diner. Driveway providing 
parking.Ample room to extend (subject to consent). 
Cul de sac position. Viewing recommended. 

£132,950 


LON FFERM FELIN, BARRY 

Modern detached. Four bedrooms.Two 
separate living rooms, utility room, wc 
cloak. Conservatory. Private enclosed level 
garden. Garage/driveway. Purpose made 
paths leading to Porthceri Country Park. 

£244,950 



CLIVE ROAD, BARRY 

Two bedrooms. 

Sea views from front elevation. 
Double glazed. Gas central heating. 
No Chain. Viewing advised. 

£111,500 


«k 



NYTH Y DRYW, RHOOSE 

David Wilson constructed. Sea views from the front. 
Modern detached. Four double bedrooms all with fitted 
wardrobes. Living leading to dining room. Kitchen opening 
to breakfast room. Utility and integral garage. Master with 
dressing room and ensuite. Double garage. Ample parking. 

£289,950 



LYDSTEP ROAD, BARRY 

Corner positioned. Semi detached. 
Three bedrooms. Living room, dining 
room, fitted kitchen. Garage/parking. 
Enclosed rear garden. 

£124,950 


f 



- 


m 



SEALAWNS, BARRY 

Far reaching sea views. Well presented. Third floor apartment. Living 
room, two bedrooms, kitchen, shower room, garage/parking. 
Viewing recommended. 

£124,950 



BUTTRILLS ROAD, BARRY 

Well presented. Two bedrooms. 
Ground floor garden apartment. 
Living room. Recently fitted kitchen. 
Gas CH, upvc FG. Viewing essential. 

£89,950 



OAKFIELD ROAD, BARRY 

Extended, semi detached. Three bedrooms, master ensuite. Study and 
attic room with storage under eaves. Living/dining, conservatory. Far 
reaching views over golf course. Driveway/garage. Decked sun terrace. 
Further laid to lawn. Access to garage. 

£212,000 



AMHERST CRESCENT, BARRY 

Ground floor apartment. 1 double bedroom. 
Fitted kitchen/integrated Smeg appliances. 
Enclosed rear garden, upvc DG, gas CH. 
Security door entry system. Minutes walk to 
beaches. Ideal first time buy. Lane access. 

£69,950 


u 

JEWEL STREET, BARRY 

Three storey mid terraced. Option of converting 
basement rooms. To the ground floor: Two 
reception rooms and kitchen. To the lower 
ground: Basement rooms. To the 2nd floor: 

Three bedrooms, family bathroom. 

£119,950 



WOODLANDS ROAD, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Mid terraced. Bay 
fronted. Through living room, kitchen, 
utility area, wc cloak, upvc DG, gas 
CH via combi. Garage - lane access. 

£144,950 



DAVID STREET, BARRY 

Two double bedroomed. Mid terraced 
traditional, two reception rooms. 
Ground floor bathroom. Garden 
backing onto woodland, upvc DG, 
gas CH via combi. No chain. 

£92,950 




BELL STREET, BARRY 

Two bedroomed traditional mid 
terraced. Living/dining room, kitchen, 
wc. cloakroom. First floor family 
bathroom. Enclosed rear garden. 
Minutes walk to Porthceri. 

£108,950 




LOMBARD STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional. Thee bedrooms. Through living room. Modern 
fitted kitchen. Ground floor: Modern bathroom suite. Lane access, upvc 
DG, gas CH via combi. No chain. Viewing highly recommended. 

£109,950 


PONTYPRIDD ROAD, BARRY 

Traditional semi detached bungalow, 
bay fronted, three bedrooms, reception 
room, sun lounge, level enclosed rear 
garden. Driveway to front. 

£189,950 



GWENNOLYMOR, BARRY 

Modern mid terraced. Well presented. Living 
room, kitchen/breakfast. Conservatory. Master 
with ensuite. Garage in block. Enclosed level rear 
garden. Viewing highly recommended. No chain. 

£142,000 


/N 



BLACKBERRY DRIVE, BARRY 

Four bedroomed. Modern detached. 
Constructed in 1998. Living room and 
dining room. Kitchen/breakfast. Integral 
garage. Ensuite bathroom. 

Level enclosed garden. 

£217,000 


THE GROVE, BARRY 

Stunning Edwardian, showhome presented. Mid terraced. Original 
features throughout. Living room, dining room, fitted kitchen/breakfast 
room. Three double bedrooms. Enclosed rear garden with partial sea 
views. Viewing highly recommended. 

£249,950 



OXFORD STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced. Traditional dwelling. Two reception 
rooms. Original block flooring. Three bedrooms. 
Rear garden backing onto Porthceri. upvc DG, 
gas CH via combi. No chain. 

£162,000 



r 

TRINITY STREET, BARRY 

Three bedroomed. Mid terraced 
traditional, wc claokroom. Living room, 
fitted kitchen, level enclosed garden. West 
End location. Gas central heating. 

£119,950 



GLASY LLWYN, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Modern detached, wc 
cloakroom. Bedroom one with ensuite. 
Living room, dining room, kitchen/breakfast, 
private enclosed garden. Driveway/garage. 

£193,950 



ST NICHOLAS, BARRY 

Victorian semi. Ideal family home. West End 
location. Two rec rooms. Modern fitted kitchen. 
Three storey. Four bedrooms on 1st floor. Three 
bedrooms on 2nd floor. Enclosed rear garden, 
lane access. Driveway providing parking. 

£244,950 


CONWAY DRIVE, BARRY 

Three bedroomed semi detached. 
Front, side and rear gardens. Living, 
dining and conservatory. Drive/garage. 
Swimming pool, upvc DG. Gas CH. 

£189,950 



LAKIN DRIVE, BARRY 

I Modern detached. Five bedrooms. Spacious 
1 family home. Two reception rooms. 
Kitchen/diner - integrated appliances. 
Offered with no chain. Driveway/garage. 
Views overlooking the Vale. 

£299,950 



HEOL CORSGIWEN, BARRY 

Three bedrooms. Modern detached - Llanmoor 
Homes. Sitting room (converted garage), living 
room, dining room, fitted kitchen, utility room, 
wc. master bedroom with ensuite. Double 
driveway providing more than ample parking. 

£197,500 



THE NURSERIES, RHOOSE 

Detached bungalow with private access. 
Indoor heated pool. Three bedrooms [ 
formerly four. Ensuite and utility. 
Kitchen/dining area. Low maintenance 
gardens. Detached double garage. No chain. 

£349,950 



GLAN HAFREN, BARRY 

Two double bedrooms. Panoramic sea 
views. Garage/ample parking. View 
from every room. Beach front 
apartment. Situated on ground floor. 

£179,950 



TAF CLOSE, BARRY 

Modern detached, Two reception 
rooms, wc cloak, kitchen/diner. 
Ensuite shower. Three bedrooms. 
Driveway/garage. No chain. 

£179,950 
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New and existing customers - ring for the latest FREE Sky offers 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. Free standard installation. 
Halfprice Broadband for 6 months. Cat V extensions HD over Cat V systems 
installed. Digital aerials supplied and installed at competitive prices. 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

/ Cvotmvc. 4 ComMitiW 
/ U*smm*-** bur U«p% 

✓ 24 Meu* 7 Di)v S«Men 
/ 1 it Mtirltl OllMAnAM 
/ fit* (icd'tH VtWjlen 




Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

•Blinds , ' ~'v, 

solar 

blinds ' 


CALL 
PAUL WILLI 


Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridgend 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
COVERING ALL AREAS 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


The Aerial Man (Barry) 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

- Poor Reception Fixed 

K\ - OAP Discounts 

Additional TV Points 
Digital Aerial Installations 
^ Free Home Visits 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 


Freesat Installations www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

01446 439125 or 07818 413451 








BUILD 


Extensions • Loft Conversions • Grant Works 
New Builds • Garage Conversions from £3,995 

Email your drawings 
for a quotation. 

info@davembuildtech.co.uk 


BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 


PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE 


01446 420784 • 07970 642537 



■I 


V 


GRAB I*— 

PLANT HIRE LTD 

From creating a Pathway to 
Building a Home, we can provide 
the complete service. 



01446 700535 



MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

ftoperty 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

“We do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


(kwwyjLtfry 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


_le me @ 
guildofmastersweeps 


* BLIND SALE! 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE 


Q©oraO®(^> 


GRIFFITHS 
CARPENTRY 

All Aspects of Carpentry Work Undertaken - Internal and External 


Call Rhys 01446 790384 or 07803 696451 


www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 735376 
or 07920 195775 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co. 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


... 


The GEM 

News, Sport, Letters, 
Features, What’s On, 
Jobs, Motors.... 



~U If its wood 
PSm - we're 

SspTJry vayjow# 

Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance* Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


The GEM 

01446 

774484 


Use the GEM 
to promote 
your business. 
42,000 
newspapers 
reaching 
from Penarth 
to Porthcawl. 


VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


SALE NOW ON 

• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain 

Rails/Poles ■ 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken SH 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 
710304 / 07792 733443 




HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 
■ No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


































































































































Thursday, February 21st, 2013 


www. facebook.com/slumorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 39 


3 a/vis as 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VflLE CARPETS 

(fanfret S&ofc 
t/iat corner fo cfoa 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 



GUTTER CLEANING 




Electrical 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 


axu'daiJ ImmE 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


JJas'jj'iiiuj’s 


NH 


Time served, Qualified Professional; 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 



Garden & Landscaping Services 

[f 1 Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 
• Regular Grass Cutting • 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 
www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 
Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 


ardenandlandsca 





Home & Garden Care 

Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting 
Fencing Repairs 
Low Maintenance 
Garden Conversions. 
No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


Painter & 
Decorator _ 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 






Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^ ‘Domestic aruC 
Commercial 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering . , 

, , ’ %/ free ‘Estimates 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: jdmmmondl37@gmail.com 


* Septic Tank * 
Cesspit Emptying * 
Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


• r A 



01446 

774484 


©cDtsMs 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels Rridiyiid nn 

& Stains ° 

•Broken Handles/Hinges /tfmUmce 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels PR °advk!e NAL 

• New Rubber Seals AND INSURANCE 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


HEATH 

WINDOWS Sc DDDRS W 

T: 02920 650854 
M: 07703 828 002 

www.heathwindowsltd.co.uk 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

Established Family Company 
Genuine Offers 
Professional, Reliable Service 



The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 



Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


window ree UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


The 


r Ltd 


• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

yk ~i-—= 

rN Domestic 
| ■ | Installer 
I_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 



ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 
07885 347642 


-I 


Approved Contractor 


Bridge 

Vale 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 



INSTAL 

ELECTRICAL 

Commercial & Dorm 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Fuse Board Replacement 

* Repairs 

* Installations 

* Fault Finding, 

* Maintenance 


FREE VISUAL ELECTRICAL 
SAFETY INSPECTION AVAILABLE 
FOR HOMES & BUSINESSES 


FREE SURVEY 
AVAILABLE V 

01446 733773 na£t 
07816 091425 — 





K&A Services Ltd 


“A family run business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, 
carpet cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small, just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 I 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 



QasQocpaoi 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 98 5o 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 


Gas * 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive&Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


Sari/mas oJ 

E>®®cp 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


@003# 

Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 



GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £36 

for total beginners 

GIFT VOUCHERS 
AVAILABLE 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


WE SELL 


BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 

Tel. 01446 771999 

Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 
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• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

CjlQa*i a 

0M4* •tJfJl 
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M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small 
07526 125982" 
or 01446 753503 



Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



MATT JAMES 

Professional Tiling 
All aspects of Tiling covered 

Call Matt on 

07522 585034 


S.M. Vaughan 


HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 2301 ^ 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 
598844 
or 01446 
421006 215639 


JW Bathrooms 


• Plumbing • Tiling 

• Plastering • Wet Rooms 

Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


J P EDWARDS 

PLUM8INO A 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers / 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns «a|U 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


D144« 7MU7 07719AOSS26 



All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Competitive&Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 | 



DOMESTIC 


PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 


. Plumbing 
* ^ M & Tiling 


TV 


01446 

794266 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 





01656 786336 • Mobile: 07801895425 

Email: jmc_ryan@yahoo.com www.jmcryan.co.uk 



Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 


We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 


www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Your local Skip Hire Co. I 
for Barry & The Vale 


POSSIBLY THE CHEAPEST 
SKIPS IN SOUTH WALES 




80% of Waste Recycled 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7am - 6pm 


2YCLE RE-USE 


Skip 


Hire 


REMOVE 
— 

Abacus 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 

Mixed Waste 

2 yard £79 
4 yard £105 
5.5 yard £115 
8 yard £155 
16 yard £240 
16 yard (wood only) £200 


We Buy PVC Windows - We pay up 
to £2.50 per kg for Electrical Cable 


Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



INSTALL 

SKIP HIRE LTD 

& Large 
Builders 
Skips 

Delivered 
& Collected 


Mini, Midi 

jggd 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

(includes labourers) 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Available 



Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 



ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 



f Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

_ (evenings) _ J 


fimm 


SUTTONS Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 07971 648596 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST CfiSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 

£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


DH Solutions-Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 



We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 


MEM minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Free collection for all vehicles at a time 
to best suit you. 


himn minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete 
vehicle basis with all the factory components. 
All unsaveable vehicles disposed of in a correct 
and legal manner. 

No wheels, no problem 

www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 

I - l 



VEHICLE RECYCLING 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000 tSSSn 

We will beat any price locally RMI for: 

Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 



LABRADOODLE 
PUPS FOR SALE 


Born to our FI bitch. 

Mum has superb 
temperament, 
excellent with children 
and other animals. 

Healthy black or 
cream, vet checked 
pups. Dad also FI. 

Ready Easter. 

To view and reserve: 


Contact Pauline/Chris 
(H) 01446 771802 (M) 07764 250220 





Lets Move In .co .uk 


Lettings and Property Management 


Landlords: 
Need a tenant fast? 

We can advertise your 
property on Rightmove - 
The UK number 1 property 
site until let for £49. 

Or we can ‘find a tenant’ 
at a fixed fee of only £250 
Contact: 

07594 060337 

Email: philip@letsmovein.co.uk 
www.letsmovein.co.uk 

t rightmove 


Office Space 
Available 
Llandow 

Approx 960 sq ft. 

Comprising foyer, main 
office plus 3 other offices, 
kitchen, ladies & gents 
toilets. Central heating, 
phone system, internet. 
Also large yard. 
Enquiries for more 
information: 

07973 228108 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 



Pine Bunk 
Beds 

1.72m x 1m 
(5’8” x 3’3V2”) 
Cost £600 new, will 
sell for £100 ono 
Tel: 01443 227796 


Ikea Child/ 
Junior Pine 
Bed & 
Mattress 

As new, £50. 
Tel: 02920 708793 


EM®g?3 


TReg 

Ford Mondeo 
2.0L Zetec 

Silver, MOT Mid May, 
taxed end April, 84,000 
miles, new front tyres, 
battery, good condition. 

£850 

01446 772117 08 
R Reg 

Citroen Saxo 
1.1 Injection 

Silver, Long MOT, taxed. 

£650 

02920 704643 

‘Reliable Motor’ o6 


1997 

Mitsubishi 
Carisma Auto 

1800cc, only 70,800 miles, 
MoT, taxed, FSH, excellent 
runner, good condition. 

£650 ono 

01446 413140 


Glass Top 
Chest 
Freezers 

5.5ft x 2.5ft. We 
have 10 to sell. 

Ideal for cafes, pubs, 
caterers, the home, 
garage etc. 
Only £175 each. 
Tel: 01446 721206 
and ask for Simon 
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PARR 

Audrey 


Peacefully on February 10, Audrey aged 90 years of 
Barry, dearly loved wife of the late Jack (Dr E J 
Parr), loving mother of Jacky and Chris, much loved 
grandmother of Angharad, Peter and Gwynfor, loved 
and respected mother-in-law of Nigel and Bethan, 
sister-in-law of Mary and lifelong friend of Maiy. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Thursday February 28, 
service 11am at All Saints Church, Barry followed by 
cremation at Cardiff and Glamorgan Crematorium, 
Barry at 12 noon. Family flowers only may be sent 
to the Funeral Home, donation in lieu, if desired, 
to Tenovus c/o J W James, 11 Fonmon Road, 
Rhoose, CF62 3DZ. 


JONES 

Myfanwy 


Peacefully on Tuesday, February 12, at Princess of 
Wales Hospital, Bridgend, Myfanwy, of Manor-Haf, 
Llanblethian, Cowbridge. Beloved wife of Elwyn, 
devoted mother of Margaret and Mary and loving 
grandmother of Sian, Mari, Rhodri, Victoria 
and Gareth. 

Funeral Thursday, February 28th, private service at the 
house, public at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend at 
3.15pm. No flowers, but donations in lieu, if desired to 
Velindre Hospital, Cardiff c/o Mrs C James, 11 Fonmon 
Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ, telephone 
01446 710096 (Funeral Director). 


HARRIS 

Beryl Sophia (Nee Beer) 

Peacefully on Monday, 11th February at the Princess 
of Wales Hospital after an illness bravely fought, 
Beryl of Eastgate, Cowbridge, beloved wife of Roy, 
much loved aunt, godmother and friend. 

Service at Holy Cross Church, Cowbridge on Monday, 
25th February at 10.45am followed by cremation at 
Coychurch Crematorium. No flowers by request, donations 
in memory, if so desired to Cancer Research UK c/o 
Mrs J. Vaughan, Claypit Farm, Colwinston, CF71 7NL. 



Airfield Environment Technician 

A full time, permanent position has become available within the Cardiff 
Airport operations team for an individual to assist in the effective 
management of the aerodrome environment, including maintenance of 
the bird/wildlife deterrent on the airfield and surrounding areas. Other 
duties are included relating to daily operations, for example winter snow 
and ice clearance. 

Skills required: 

• Experience in operating agricultural and other mowing equipment 

• Knowledge of crop spraying equipment, machinery maintenance and 
basic grass management 

• A clean driving licence. 

Desirable qualifications and experience: 

• Driving on an airfield under the guidance of Air Traffic Control 

• Pesticide application modules. PA 1, PA 2 and PA 6 

• Qualified counterbalance forklift driver 

• Telescopic materials handler 

• Competent in the use of a chainsaw 

• Competent in the use of an all terrain vehicle. 

The airport operates 24/7 and flexibility will be required to attend at 
short notice for operational reasons e.g. adverse weather. 

The successful candidate will be asked to provide a Criminal Record 
Check to comply with Department for Transport regulations. 

To apply please send a CV and covering letter to the address below. 
Successful applicants will be invited to interview. 

Closing date for applications: Friday March 8th 2013 

Addressed to: Russ Clements, Head of Airfield Operations, 

Cardiff Airport, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3BD. 
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McKenzie 

Charlotte 

Carolyn and family would like to thank the many 
friends for all the messages of sympathy, cards with 
such thoughtful heartfelt words, and donations 
received by the British Heart Foundation in 
celebration of Charlotte’s life. 

We are grateful for the kindness and support we 
have been given by so many people and would like 
to express our appreciation and say thank you to 
everyone involved in Charlotte’s care and support. 


OWENS 

Howell 

Howell of Barry passed away in hospital on 
17th February. The Funeral will be held at 
A G Adams & Son (Barry) on 28th February 2013 
at 1.15pm, followed by cremation at Cardiff and 
Vale Crematorium at 2.15pm. All enquiries at A G 
Adams & Son, telephone 01446 735400. 


CLISSETT 


JENKINS 

Bertram 

of Porthcawl formerly of Aberthin 

Passed away peacefully on Saturday, 16th February, 
aged 94. Beloved husband of the late Beryl, dear 
father of the late Michael and of Anne, and of Susan 
and Ted. Loving grandfather and great grandfather. 

Funeral Service on Tuesday, 26th February at 1pm at 
Llanblethian Parish Church. Donations in lieu of 
flowers to Sensory Equipment for Heron House where 
Nerys attends daily c/o Mrs Anne Clarke. 


Lyn 


Passed away on February 8th in Velindre Hospital. 
Dearly loved husband of Tina, loving father of Sally, 
Gary and Danny, grumpy to Becca, Adam, Kyle, 
Gemma and Catie, brother to Bryn and wife Marion. 

Resting at Park Funeral Directors, 7 Tynewydd Road, 
Barry until the funeral service on Monday, 25th 
February at the New Jerusalem Church, Tynewydd 
Road, Barry at 11.00am followed by interment at Barry 
Cemetery at 12 noon. Family flowers only by request, 
donations in lieu, to Marie Curie Cancer Care may be 
sent c/o the funeral home. 


Are you a trained V 

supervisor? Do you think 
you can help others? ( 

Have you time to spare? 

Cruse Bereavement Care Morgannwg 
is looking for volunteer supervisors to help 
with their service in Bridgend. 

For more information please phone 
01792 462845 or attend our Open Morning 
10.30am-12.30pm, March 9th at Bethlehem 
Church Life Centre, Cefn Cribwr. 



Do you think you can 
help others? 

Have you time to spare? 

Cruse Bereavement Care Morgannwg is looking for 
volunteers to help bereaved adults, particularly the 
older person in the County Borough of Bridgend. 

For more information please phone 
01792 462845 or attend our Open Morning 
10.30am-12.30pm, March 9th at Bethlehem 
Church Life Centre, Cefn Cribwr. 


TERRY BAGSTAFF 

Sally and Stephanie would like to thank 
everyone for all their kind messages, help and 
support while we come to terms with our sudden 
sad loss. They are a great comfort. 

Special thanks to Gaynor, Jason and First 
Responders, whose valiant efforts gave us time to 
say our goodbyes to our beloved Terry. 


JONES 

Valerie Jean 

(nee Green) 

Sadly on February 10th at Rhydlafar Ward, St 
Davids Hospital, Valerie, aged 75 of Bonvilston, 
later of Cowbridge, passed peacefully. 

Beloved wife of the late John, loving mother of 
Linda and Paul, dearly missed mother-in-law of 
Andrew, devoted Nan to her grandson Evan and 
sadly missed by her sister Pamela and family. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday February 26, 
service 1pm at Pendoylan Church followed by 
cremation at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend at 
2.15pm. Family flowers only may be sent to the 
Funeral Home, donations in lieu, if desired, to 
Cancer Research Wales or Kidney Research, both 
c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 


Graco 
Cleo Pram 

With car seat and 
car seat base. 
Good condition. 

£80. 

Tel: 01446 794246 r 


i™irr.Efl7 


“POLLY” 

25/2/49 to 27/2/12 

Devoted Nan of the above Uoyd 
and loving Mum to Andrea. 

A special Sister and cherished Daughter. 
Remembering our last days and your 63rd 
Birthday, a year ago when we were all together. 

“The family chain is broken now, but memories 
live forever.” - Night night Pauline R.I.P. 


BAKER 

Derek Keith 


Peacefully on February 15 at Llandough Hospital, 
after a long illness, Derek of Barry. Beloved husband 
of Margaret, loving brother of Doris, John 
and Albert 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Friday March 1, service and cremation 
11.15am at Caiditf & Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry. 
Family flowers only may be sent to the Funeral Home, 
donations in lieu, if desired, to Holme Tower Marie Curie 
Centre c/o Mrs C James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, Vale 
of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 


MFI Cream Finish 
Bedroom Suite 

1 double wardrobe with 
mirror door, 1 double 
wardrobe & single 
wardrobe. 2 5-drawer 
dressers, two bedside 
tables, one double bed, 
headboard & ottoman. 
£200 

Tel: 07934 422986 


Single Pine Bed 

with mattress, easy 
assemble - £35 

Swivel chair 

‘Mastermind’ type, black 

£30 

Violin & Case 

medium size - £50 

01446 411639 

riie mm 

Reaching the people from 
Penarth to Porthcawl 
Call 01446 774484 


House 

Clearance 

Electric oven, 
ceramic hob. 
Beech table 
& 2 chairs. 
Gateleg table. 
China cabinet. 
Mirrors. 

Plus more... 
Telephone 
07934 422986 


has vacanies 
in Barry area 

Call: 

07723 369602 
01446 408600 


HAPPY 16th BIRTHDAY 


CONNOR 

PRICE 

27th February 2013 

Love you Millions. 
All your family 



LLOYD ST 




CONGRATULATIONS 

you are now 18 and we are 
all so proud of you. 

“A special Godson 
and Great Grandson” 

Good luck in all your future endeavours 
Love Awer and Keithy and Sails 
XXX 
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NANA SHIRL 
wishes to announce the 

ENGAGEMENT 

of her granddaughter 

Claire Louise Dance to Darren Bennetta / 
on 14th February 2013 

Congratulations and Good Luck 
v f 'l to you both. 

Love Nana Shirl and family 

LUfcx J* XXX 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Claire Dance & Darren Bennetta 

Engagement 

on the 14th February, 2013 

All our love and best wishes 
for the future Mum, Wyn, Rhys, 
Amy, Kristy, Mark and Ava 
XXX 


W A Brown N Son 


Funofdi Directors 
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Pembroke House. 

College Street. Llantwit Major 
01446 792 4 39 
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Rotary club youth speaks at Area 8 final 





THE Rotary Club 
of Barry have 
sponsored two suc¬ 
cessful teams in the 
Area 8 final of the 
Youth Speaks com¬ 
petition, one of sev¬ 
eral competitions 
organised by the 
Rotary movement 
specifically 
designed to develop 
students’ skills. 

The Area 8 final was 
held on Tuesday, 
February 19 in Ysgol 
Gyfun Bro Morgannwg, 
Barry and was also 
hosted this year by the 
Rotary Club of Barry. 

Winners in the inter¬ 
mediate section (11-13 
year olds) were the 
team from Ysgol Gyfun 
Bro Morgannwg whose 
chosen topic was “Are 
we clowns to experi¬ 
ment with cloning?” 

The team was 
chaired by Nia Fenn, 
their speaker was Lois 
Aled and the vote of 
thanks was given by 
Caleb Darwin. 

Lois Aled was also 
awarded the prize for 
the best speaker, Caleb 
Darwin for the best vote 
of thanks and Nia Fenn 
for the best chairperson. 


Choir cheques in for NSPCC 


Senior winners - Bryn Hafren comprehensive. 


Intermediate winners - Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg. 


In the senior section, 
Bryn Hafren 
Comprehensive School 
were the winners. Their 
team was chaired by 
Aimee Delaney, their 
speaker was Lissie 
Wallington and their 
vote of thanks was 
given by Sarah Jayne 
Griffiths. 

The team’s chosen 
topic was “Political cor¬ 
rectness has gone mad, 
PC should now RIP.” 

Lissie Wallington 
also won the prize for 
the best speaker while 
Sarah Jayne Griffiths 
won the prize for the 


best vote of thanks and 
Aimee Delaney for the 
best chairperson. 

In line with national 
rules, both speakers had 
to answer a question 
from the audience to 
show their understand¬ 
ing of their chosen 
topic. 

Judges were Graeme 
Milnes, Terry Brooks 
and Roger Mundy from 
Cardiff Speakers Club. 

Speaking on behalf 
of the judges, Roger 
Mundy congratulated all 
participants, saying that 
they had spoken on a 
wide range of interest¬ 


ing subjects and compli¬ 
mented the intermediate 
teams for showing a 
maturity beyond their 
years. 

Rotary’s Deputy 
District 1150 governor, 
Bob Wilson, thanked 
everyone who had sup¬ 
ported the area final and 
wished the winning 
teams every success in 
the Rotary District 1150 
Final (south, mid and 
west Wales). 

This will be held in 
the Cardiff and Vale 
College, Colcot Road 
Campus on Friday, 
March 8. JO 


Left to right: Carys Howe, Gareth Roberts, Lesley Hughes and Jo Leonard, community 
fundraising manager for south east Wales and musical director, Dorothy Connell. 


BARRY Male Voice chairman Gareth 
Roberts has made a £1200 presentation, 
on behalf of the choir, to representatives 
of the Barry branch of the NSPCC 

Gareth explained: “This is a marvellous start to 
the choir’s new year and a reminder that our 110th 
anniversary celebrations, in addition to providing 
entertainment for many, also offered support for 
local causes.” 

Lesley Hughes, chairperson of the Barry 
NSPCC, added: “I would like to thank the Barry 
Male Voice Choir and the RAF St Athan Voluntary 
Band for the wonderful festive Christmas concert 
given on our behalf at All Saints Church. 

“Sadly, today there is a greater need than ever to 
support many children whose lives are blighted by 
neglect, poverty and abuse.” 

This year’s choir programme includes another 
visit to Europe. Last year’s visit to France is to be 
followed by an Aprilvisit to Gouda in Holland, 
famous for its cheese. 


The choir’s recently-recorded CD, celebrating 
110 years of music making, will shortly be avail¬ 
able for purchase and can be reserved from choris¬ 
ters. 

New members to the choir are always welcome 
at practice held at Holy Trinity Church Hall, 

Trinity Street, Barry on Mondays or Thursdays at 
7.30pm; further details can be found on our web¬ 
site: www.barrymalevoicechoirco.uk. GJ 

XFOR fines 

LOCAL authority support company, XFOR, 
issued 44 fixed penalty notices in the Vale dur¬ 
ing the week commencing February 11. 

XFOR have been tasked by the Vale Council 
to help tackle dog fouling and littering inci¬ 
dents and are taking a “zero tolerance” 
approach to environmental crimes, where 
offenders are issued with a fixed penalty notice 
of £75, without warning. 
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Welcome to the farrow hyundai 

VIP 

Starts Friday 22nd to Sunday 24th February 


BRAND NEW 13 PLATE CARS AT UNPRECEDENTED PRICES 

MASSIVE SAVINGS AGAINST RECOMMENDED RETAIL PRICE 
FINANCE AVAILABLE FROM 5.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE 



New Top of the Range ilO Style 


e^£7690 

A 


“£1 OOOsEL 


SAVE £1805 



Brand New ix20 





£ 


“£10685 


£500 BEL 


^£12000 


*•£1250:EL 


SAVE £2600 


Brand New 130 

! i\ 


Brand New 130 Tourer 






&£13600 


*"£1250sEL 


SAVE £2695 


Brand New ix35 


Brand New Veloster 


*£14600 


E1250SEL 


£14600 



k ■ ■ ■ Tondu Road, Bridgend, CF31 4LH 

^ arrow hyundai can Today 

www.arrowmotors.com 0844 5390280 HYUnDRI 
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"Executive express’ is a confidence-booster! 


MOTORING with 
TIM SAUNDERS 



BMW 320d Efficient Dynamics. 


AVE you 
made a new 
year’s reso¬ 
lution? Perhaps 
more importantly, 
are you sticking to 
it? Whether you 
have or have not, 
here’s one for 
you.... confidence. 

We live in an increas¬ 
ingly tough world where 
those who exude this 
quality seem to survive 
and prosper. Donald 
Trump, Richard Branson 
and Alan Sugar all pos¬ 
sess it in spades. 
Executives must be con¬ 
fident and others must 
have confidence in their 
abilities. 

So how do you 
become more confident? 
These three hugely suc¬ 
cessful entrepreneurs all 
know they are good at 
what they do and can 
deliver what they say 
they will. We can all 
aspire to be like them. 

But another sure-fire 
and perhaps quicker way 
is to drive a vehicle that 
has the gravitas and 
capability - that presents 


the correct image and in 
so doing boosts self- 
confidence. 

Get yourself behind 
the wheel of the BMW 
320d Efficient 

Dynamics, the executive 
express. So what that 
Trump, Branson and 
Sugar would only ever 
consider the absolute top 
end 7-series, X5 or X6, 
we all have to start 
somewhere and the 320d 
four-door saloon is as 
good a place as any! 

The test takes place in 
high winds and the low 
saloon dashes through 
them without noticing. 
Other motorists notice¬ 
ably slow down as their 
vehicles buffet. 

Add to the mix hard 
driving rain and it’s 
enough to reduce us all 
to a crawl. But not in the 
320d. You see because 
it’s so low to the ground 
with excellent aerody¬ 
namics, it cuts through 
the elements like a 
sharpened knife. This 
ensures that the 320 
driver can get to their 
destination safely and 
stealthily. Not just that 
but it’s an efficient 


German, too, returning 
over 50mpg. 

There are niggles, 
though, not least from 
my pregnant wife, who 
finds lowering herself 
into position awkward. 
However, when in place, 
she is comfy but “not as 
much as in the Volvo 
S80, which really cos- 
setted”, she recalls. 

Twenty-three month 
daughter Harriett is 
developing her vehicle 
assessment skills and 
after doing a spot of pre¬ 
tend driving, she happily 
dozes in her Cosatto car 
seat. That’s a rare occur¬ 
rence, believe me. 

There’s a really 
uneven country lane 
near to where I live and 
usually driving along it 
at 30mph is enough to 
make wife Caroline feel 
ill, especially when 
pregnant. So it is very 
surprising to find that 
although the suspension 
in the 320d is hard, it 
soaks up the bumps very 
well indeed. 

BMW has done well 
to squeeze 167bhp from 
a 1.6-litre diesel engine 
and it can be responsive, 


if required. 

I do expect a BMW to 
be quieter, though, and 
am surprised to hear the 
telling rattle from inside 
the cabin. There can be a 
judder at standstill too 
when the engine is tick¬ 
ing over. 

Equipped with engine 
stop/start, I am still to be 
convinced of the bene¬ 
fits. When I find myself 
in a painfully slow mov¬ 
ing two-mile long 
queue, the engine cuts in 
and out at least 10 times. 
Although I am free¬ 


wheeling to prevent this 
from happening, as soon 
as the Beemer hits 3mph 
the engine starts up 
again. It’s not the 
smoothest of operations 
either. There are better. 

As far the entertain¬ 
ment and navigation 
system, you need a 
degree in rocket science 
to operate it. I like to be 
able to easily find my 
favourite radio station 
without Caroline acci¬ 
dentally phoning BMW, 
but they understood and 
were very courteous. 


However, I then 
stumble upon a switch 
on the steering wheel 
that allows you to oper¬ 
ate the radio and other 
functions by voice com¬ 
mand and it is actually 
very simple to operate. 

The six-speed manual 
box can be indecisive, 
particularly when select¬ 
ing third to overtake. It 
has to be pushed to the 
far left for reversing, 
which takes a little get¬ 
ting used to, over other 
cars. 

Its cruise control is 
one of the best I have 
come across as it keeps 
exactly to the set speed, 
no matter whether it’s 
travelling up or down a 
hill, and it allows for 
gear changes - few sys¬ 
tems allow for this. 

But you can’t fault its 
poise and road holding. 
It is an excellent driver’s 
car, with a good amount 
of power when required. 
I like the traditional 
handbrake. 

The cabin is typically 
clinical with bags of 
black rubber and plastic 
as you can see from the 
video at testdrives.biz. 


Some polished metal 
type plastic breaks up 
the monotony. 

But then you’re not 
looking at the dashboard 
when you’re intently 
driving. The central 
armrest and the one on 
the driver’s door is at the 
correct height to rest an 
arm - this isn’t the case 
in many cars I drive. 

After a busy day at 
the office, I return home 
one night to find that we 
need food so I dash to 
the supermarket. Its boot 
swallows the shopping 
with ease and there’s a 
useful net that keeps 
everything in place. 
Night-time reveals help¬ 
ful courtesy lights 
underneath the door 
handles so that you can 
see where they are. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, say: “This is the 
sixth generation of the 
BMW 3 Series. The 
German four-door has 
been dominating the 
premium saloon market 
for some time now and 
this latest version has all 
the ingredients to do the 
same. 

“This car has far more 


to boast about than ever 
before. It’s more spa¬ 
cious than its predeces¬ 
sor with a bigger boot, 
the interior feels classier 
than ever with a driver- 
focused cabin and high- 
end materials, while the 
handling is better too - 
which is no mean feat. 

“Not only is the 
BMW 3 Series high on 
the list for private buy¬ 
ers though, it’s also a 
sought-after company 
car.” 

Judging by the lustful 
glances and the number 
already on the roads, this 
model is set to become 
another hugely success¬ 
ful BMW. 

New price range: 
£23,180 - £45,430; 

Engine: 1.6-litre; 

Economy: 53mpg; 0- 
60mph: 7.4secs; Top 
speed: 130mph; Power: 
167bhp; Road tax: £0. 

Watch the video: 
www.testdrives.biz 
<http://www. testdrives. b 
iz> 



Cowbridge junior rugby round-up 


Under-9s just pipped 


AT last, a dry day, 
which allowed the 
Cowbridge under- 
9s to play their first 
competitive game 


COWBRIDGE 
under-7s travelled 


as a combination of good Despite having to train 
tackling and the pace of on an artificial surface 
Ruben Davies saw where tackling practice is 
Cowbridge take the quar- limited there were some 
ter 4-2. noteworthy defensive 

Despite the heavy efforts. In particular to Pontyclun in 
since December 9, ground the pace and silky Finaly Sullivan, Harry what proved to be a 
as they travelled to running of Ruben Trehame, Steffan Evans, highly entertaining 
near-neighbours Davies, who scored all of and Ruben Davies all an( J competitive fix- 
Prnitvplnn Cowbridge’s tries, was tackled particularly well. 

_ " . , . r , too much for the However, it was a * 

lon^^iay off" Pontyclun def ““ >0 g0od effort fr0m a11 17 Joe Davles scored 
Cowbridge boys showed handle, 
little signs of rustiness as . Quarter 3 proved to 


Under-7s 

entertain 


they put up a very corn- 


decisive as 


boys on duty and a thor- °P emn g try for 
uveu io be oughly enjoyable game Cowbridge with a char- 
Pontvclun was played in good spirit acteristic burst of pace, 
tries wilh by both sides. P ^ vc1 ”" resnonded 

unable to _ SQUAD: 


Pontyclun responded 
Harry swiftly but Cowbridge 


from Joe Arentsen. 
Pontyclun quickly 
responded and the pat¬ 
tern continued through¬ 
out the match. 

William Martin and 
Charlie Berkley-Smith 
both had good runs, and 
Henry Pugh and Ben 
Stephenson were able to 
convert this pressure into 
tries. However 
Pontyclun took control 
of the game with two 


agaS i>eifoimance Cowbridge unable to ^ZZ'kuhen DaviZ ma^nrf them 

Pontyclun. reply as the Pontyclun ^ ^ j ones with a score from James 

The match was played defence „ u c . lo J e ^ Will Harris Steffan Collingridge. 

over 4 quarters and a see Cowbndge out. This left Ev Ethan Francis The match was finely 
saw game finally ended tbe match situation 8-6 r ’ ’ p 0 u[ ns t 0 i ’ 0 balanced with tries from 
11 tries to 9 in favour of g°mg i nt0 the last quar- Eav ^ es j ()m Eo ’ jwchie either side, with Henry 

the home side with both ter. L/ oyd> ’ FMay Sullivan, Pu g h powering over the 

sides playing some lue last quarter T „ an Alfip Rea line and Henry . „ 

attractive rugby. proved to be an even con- Harris Ben Hardv Whitehouse scoring after in § Pontyclun to run in a 

Pontyclun started well test as both sides scored 3 an ^ <, am Payne. a m ce set up from Joe trv - 

scoring a couple of early tries a piece although - Arentsen. Cowbridge 

were not to be outdone 


a 4-3 victory. 

The final game 
proved to be a thrilling 
encounter. The key to 
victory was effective 
tagging and a few vital 
ones were missed allow- 


tries but Cowbridge bat- Cowbridge had a try dis- 
tled back through tries by allowed from Ollie Jones 
Ruben Davies and as his handoff was spot- 
Steffan Evans. A hard ted by the referee, 
fought first quarter ended Legitimate tries came 
3-2. from Ruben Davies, 

The second quarter Finlay Sullivan and 
saw Cowbridge dominate Steffan Evans. 



V 


LAN DOW 


1 Van Sales-Spares-Repairs 
1 Van MOT Preparation 

1 Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Unit I OVale Business Park, Llandow 


Rugby joy 
for five 
under-16s 

FOLLOWING 
training camps and 
trials held last week, 
five boys from 
Cowbridge under¬ 
lbs have been 
selected for the 
Wales under-16s 
squad. 

The five boys selected 
are Jo Gaughan, Dan 
Holder, Joel Ringer, 
Rhys Forse and Josh 
Rodgers; Nicky 
Griffiths was unfortu¬ 
nate to miss the cut hav¬ 
ing been one of the first 
names on the team 
sheet for the Blues all 
season. 

Congratulations boys 
and best of luck for the 
forthcoming games 
against England, 
France, Scotland and 
the USA. 


and after a spell of con¬ 
certed pressure Ben 
Stephenson scored the 
winning try to give a 5-4 
victory to Cowbridge. 

In game 2 Pontyclun 
raced out of the blocks 
in the second game with 
4 tries, with Sam 
Jackson running in 
Cowbridge’s sole 
response. Cowbridge 
then regrouped and 
superb defence from 
Sam Sheppard, Osian 
Bruce and loan Phillips 
meant that Cowbridge 
kept in the game. 

After being camped 
on Ponyclun’s line, Sam 
Jackson added to his 
tally following sustained 
pressure by Sam 
Sheppard. Pontyclun 
responded with further 
scores either side of a try 
for Cowbridge from 
Osian Bruce after a great 
run from Mabli Davies. 
Final score 6-3 to 
Pontyclun. 

Cowbridge got off to 
a great start in game 3 
thanks to a darting run 


try. 

Cowbridge were per¬ 
sistently looking for 
breaks in the defence, 
and James Lord weaved 
his way through to score 
a well-deserved try. 

Cowbridge were able 
to seize victory in the 
closing minutes thanks 
to Sam Jackson power¬ 
ing over in the comer 
after a period of sus¬ 
tained pressure by the 
team. Final score 2-1 to 
Cowbridge. 

KD 


NICK LANDS THE 
DUNRAVEN CHASE 


NICK WILLIAMS 
from Ogmore was 
seen at his best 
when landing the 
prestigious 
Dunraven Welsh 
F oxhunters 
Hunters Chase at 
Ffos Las on Sunday 
on the Steve Bevan- 
trained Bobs Law. 

Nick, younger brother 
of National Hunt jockey 
Christian Williams, had 
the nine-year-old in a 
handy position through¬ 
out and, taking the lead 
four fences from the fin¬ 
ish, went on to win by 12 
lengths from the odds-on 
favourite Tricky 

Trickster ridden by 
Steve Clements. 

Tricky Trickster, who 
never looked like chal¬ 
lenging the winner, is 
trained by the legendary 
Paul Nicholls while 
Bobs Law, who missed 
last season owing to 
injury, is trained by 
Pyle’s Steve Bevan, who 
learned a lot about hors¬ 
es from his uncle, John 
Moore, who bought him 
his first pony. 

In 2011, Bobs Law 
finished first past the 
post in the Dunraven 
Bowl Hunter Chase at 


ChipsAway 

Professional quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

✓'Quick ✓'Convenient t/Fully guaranteed 
• Paintwork Scratches 
Bumper Scuffs Alloy Wheels 

To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 


Alternatively, call 

0800 028 7878 


or visit 

vynvw.chipsaway.co.uk 



by 

BRIAN LEE 


Chepstow, only to be 
disqualified after testing 
positive. Bobs Law’s 
connections have said 
they were unable to 
understand why as the 
horse had been tested 
and cleared a fortnight 
before the race! 

Bobs Law was cer¬ 
tainly fancied by his 
connections as he was 
backed from 10-1 to 5-1. 
No doubt, Welsh enthu¬ 
siasts backed him for 
pounds, shillings and 
pence as they say. 

Vale horses 
in trial 

Cappa Bleu, trained 
by Evan Williams at 
Llancarfan, and Saint 
Are, trained by Tim 
Vaughan at Aberthin, 
finished second and 
third respectively to Vino 
Griego in the 
Weatherbys Hamilton 
Insurance Chase at 
Ascot last Saturday. 

Top weighted Cappa 


Bleu, who finished 
fourth in last year’s 
Grand National, finished 
two-and-a-half lengths 
behind the winner with 
Saint Are, who made a 
couple of mistakes in the 
closing stages, a further 
six lengths away. 

Bookmakers must 
have been impressed 
with Cappa Bleu’s per¬ 
formance as they 
reduced his odds from 
20-1 to 16-1. Cappa 
Bleu was ridden by Paul 
Moloney and Saint Are 
by Richard Johnson. 

Myfanwy Miles’s 
Findlays Find won the 
mixed open race under 
Ann Stirling, at the Vine 
and Craven Hunt 
Steeplechases at 

Barbury Racecourse on 
Sunday. 

Welsh champion 
point-to-point rider John 
Mathias took the 
restricted open race at 
the South Pool Harriers 
at Buckfastleigh on the 
French-bred Robin Will. 

Contact Brian Lee on 
029 2073 6438. 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Ford Focus 
Rjrd Focus 



ford 5 Mm 
6 Wtf 

Transport* 

9 mtttwjM* 



(01656) 

>660160 

FUI (m*d* *v***fo» Of) Our «*£*it* 

www.wlckvanhlfe.co.uk 










































05 05 SAAB 1,8T Vector Convertible 2-Dr. 

Yellow, FSH, Full Grey Leather, 6 CD 
Player, Cruise & Climate Control, MFSW, 
Blutooth, Alloys, 44k. 
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A.B SERVICE CENTRE 


Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


from 


Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 


from 


£10,290 


£6,290 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV IS 
CF63 2NW 


09 09 SAAB 9.3 1.8 Linear S4 4-Dr 
Saloon. Blue, Dual Fuel, 1 Owner, FSH, 
1/2 Cream Leather, Cruise & Climate 
Control, MFSW, Parking Sensor, 81k. 


£5.390 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 


from 


Car Diagnostics 

Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 




WV 


06 56 AUDI Q7 3.0 TDi Quattro S Line 5-Dr 
Estate. Grey, Diesel, Auto, Parking Sensors, 
FSH, 7 Seats, MFSW, 6 CD Player, Privacy 
Glass & Much More, 82k. 


08 08 VAUXHALL Vectra 1,8i VVT SRI 
5-Dr. Red, Saloon, alloys, Air Con, CD 
Player, E/W, C/Locking, 67k 




m 


07 57 CITROEN C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 
HDi VTR Plus 5-Dr Estate. Bronze, 7 
Seater, Air Con, MFSW, CD Player, 
Alloys, E/Windows, 52k. 


£6,290 


08 08 RENAULT Clio 1.2 TCE Dynamique 
3-Dr. Grey, FSH, Air Con, Alloys, CD 
Player, E/Windows, C/Locking, 52k. 


07 57 PEUGEOT 407 2.0 HDi 136GT Saloon 
4-Dr. Blue, Diesel, FSH, Full Black Leather, Sat 
Nav, Heated Seats, 6 Speed, Bluetooth, 91k. 


57 08 BMW 3 Series 320i SE 2.0 2-Dr 
Coupe. Red, Auto, Sat Nav, FSH, Cruise 
& Climate, Parking Sensor, MFSW, 71k. 


04 04 FORD Fusion 1.4 TDCi 2 5-Dr. 
Silver, Diesel, Air Con, CD Player, FSH, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 86k. 


04 04 BMW Z4 2.2i SE 2-Dr Cabriolet. 
Grey, Full Grey & Red Leather, Air Con, CD 
Player, Alloys, E/Windows, C/Locking, 68k. 


MOT’S 


£25 


Car 


All Repair Work 
Undertaken At lo 
Competitive Prices berviCing 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW AI1 "? a i or 


www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735591 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 


rom 


£99 


VISA 
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53 MERCEDES 320 CLK 
Auto Avantgarde 

In ice blue, full learner trim, 
stylish sports coupe at 

£3,995 


08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 
Diesel (Face Lift) 

Black, 71,000 miles, fantastic value 

£7,995 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 
Auto 

Met grey with beige leather, 53,000 miles 

£22,995 


08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£7,695 


59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto 

Met blue, white leather, 39,000 miles, 
£7,500 of extras when new 

£17,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


04 SMART City Pulse 
Automatic 

Red/black two tone, £30 road tax 

£1,995 



upe 

Elegance Auto 

In Met Grey with full leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav 

£5,995 



09 Nissan Micra 
1.4 Convertible 

In silver , 1 local owner, only 

£5,495 



08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr 

In silver, 66,000 miles, 
low insurance 

£4,995 


07 JAGUAR XKR 4.2 Auto. Met grey with beige leather, 

53,000 miles, fantastic value at .£22,995 

59 BMW Z4 S Drive 2.5 Auto. Met blue with white leather, 

39,000 miles, £7,500 of extras when new.£17,995 

59 MINI Cooper Diesel Automatic in black, 17,000 miles, 

rare spec .£10,995 

10 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE Auto. Met blue, one owner, 

38,000 miles. Host of extras.£7,995 

09 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.9 Diesel (150) Elite. In Pacific 

Silver, 46,000 miles, fantastic value .£7,995 

08 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel (Face Lift). In black, 71,000 

miles, fantastic value .£7,995 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 
miles .£7,695 

59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport in yellow, 15,000 miles, a/c, cd, etc, 

£30 road tax, low insurance.£6,995 

09 VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE Estate. In silver, FSH, fantastic 

value, new shape at.£6,495 

58 VW Golf 1.9 TDi Match 5-dr. In silver, 86121 miles, a/c, 

alloys etc .£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design 5-dr. In silver, 11,000 
miles. Fantastic value at.£6,495 

56 JAGUAR XType 2 litre diesel SE. In met silver with 

beige leather trim, 73,000 miles, sat nav .£6,495 

10 MITSUBISHI Colt 13 CZ2 5-Dr. In met blue, 25,000 

miles, low road tax.£5,995 

09 PEUGEOT 407 1.6 HDi ST. In burgundy, 59,000 miles, 
high spec, large diesel.£5,995 

57 SKODA Superb V6 Elegance Auto. In met grey with full 

leather, 16,000 miles, sat nav.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.0 T2 5-dr. In silver, 25,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,995 

58 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 TR 5-dr. In red with a/c, cd, 
alloys .£5,695 

10 VW Fox 1.2 Urban. In red, 32,000 miles, 1 local owner 

with e/w, c/I .£5,495 

60 NISSAN Pixo 1.0 N-Tec 5-dr. In silver, 27,000 miles, 1 

owner.£5,495 

60 VW Fox (55) 1.2 3-dr. In silver, 21,000 miles, low 

insurance.£5,495 

09 NISSAN Micra 1.4 Convertible. In silver, 1 local owner, 
only .£5,495 

11 KIA Picanto 1.0 Space 5-dr. In silver, 10,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,995 

58 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-dr. In metallic red, 

48,000 miles .£4,995 

08 PEUGEOT 308 1.4S 5-dr in silver, 66,000 miles, low 

insurance.£4,995 

08 CITROEN C3 1.4 ‘Cachet’. In silver, 15,000 miles, 1 

owner.£4,995 

54 LANDROVER Freelander 1.8SE 5-dr. In silver, 74,000 

miles with a/c, leather etc.£4,995 

03 MINI Cooper ‘S’. Electric blue/white roof, black 1/2 

leather, 72,000 miles, looks superb .£4,995 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 
high spec example at .£4,795 


57 SMART ForTwo Passion. In silver, 48,000 miles with 

leather, h/seats, a/c .£4,495 

07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In met silver, 

57,000 miles, low insurance.£4,495 

X MERCEDES 320 SLK Auto. Electric blue with full leather 

trim, 82,000 miles, convertible .£4,495 

07 NISSAN Micra 14CC Urbis. In met burgundy, 33,000 

miles, low running costs, convertible .£4,295 

56 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi Zetec. In black, 64,000 miles 
£3,995 

55 SMART Fourtwo Passion Convertible. In 

orange/silver, 35,000 miles with a/c .£3,995 

55 FORD C-Max 2.0 Ghia Auto. In met grey, 71,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£3,995 

55 VW Polo 1.4 (75) S 3-dr. In black, 53,000 miles with a/c, 
c/d, etc.£3,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, full 

leather trim, stylish sports coupe at .£3,995 

02 JEEP Grand Cherokee 4.0 Auto. In black with black 
leather, 83,000 miles. This 4x4 runs on petrol or LPG .. 

.£3,995 

58 DAIHATSU Sirion 1.0S+ 5-dr. In silver, low insurance + 

£30 road tax, with sun roof.£3,795 

05 FIAT Panda 1.3 4x4. In red, 47,000 miles, sporty 

economical 4x4 at .£3,795 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible in 

silver. Fantastic value.£3,495 

55 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. In met 

gold, 51,000 miles .£3,495 

04 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. In 
silver, 24,000 miles.£3,495 

54 SMART for Four 1.1 Pulse 5-dr. Met gold and black, 

45,000 miles, low insurance.£2,995 

53 NISSAN Micra 1.2 Automatic 3-dr. In met-gold, only 

9,000 miles, 1 owner .£2,995 

52 SMART Pulse Convertible Auto. In black, 33,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.4 LX 3-dr. In black, 58,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,695 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.2 Twist 5-dr. in met silver, 2 

owners, low insurance .£2,695 

03 FORD Fiesta 1.4 ghia 5-dr. In met blue, 47,000 miles 

.£2,695 

03 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 diesel 3-dr. In yellow, 88,000 
miles, fantastic MPG .£2,495 

54 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In silver/black leather, 90,000 

miles, with Air con, alloys, etc.£2,195 

55 HYUNDAI Accent 1.3 GSi 5-dr. In black, 75,000 miles 

.£1,995 

04 SMART City Pulse Automatic. In red/black, two tone, 
£30 road tax.£1,995 

53 PEUGEOT 206 GTi in ice blue met, 70,000 miles with 

a/c, cruise control, cd.£1,995 

05 DAEWOO Lacetti 1.4 SE 5-Dr. In met blue, 77,000 
miles, CD, e/windows, c/locking .£1,995 



59 MINI Cooper 
Diesel Automatic 

In Black, 17,000 miles, rare spec. 

£10,995 



59 FIAT 500 1.2 Sport 


In Yellow, 15,000 miles. Air Con, CD etc. 
£30 road tax. 


£6,995 



56 JAGUAR X-Type 2 litre Diesel SE 

Met silver with beige leather trimm, 
73,000 miles with sat nav 

£6,495 



03 MINI Cooper 'S' 

Electric blue/white roof, black half leather, 
72,000 miles, looks superb. 

£4,995 


R3C 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 

WARRANTIES 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 


I* black I 
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Its not the way you're used to having your car serviced 

Its Better! 



BMW - Mercedes Benz - Porsche - Audi & VW Specialists 

Former Dealer Staff • Cutting Edge Manufacturer Diagnostics & Equipment 

Up to 60% saving on dealer prices without cutting comers or quality 

RAC Inspected Garage with 100% RAC Rating plus Full OFT Approval 

Free Courtesy Cars or Free Vehicle Collection / Drop Off service 

From Servicing, New Keys, ECUs, Engines, Gearboxes to Valeting and Bodywork; 

If the dealer can do it, so can we! 



The Technical Specialists for Advanced German VehicU 

5 & 10 Woodham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
www.permoveo.ltd.uk 

0800 033 7807 or 01446 732272 
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SAME AGAIN WALES NEED 
TO TREAD WARILY IN ROME 


ABOVE: 
Where it all 
begins in Rome... 
upfront... and 
Ryan Jones and 
his men will need 
to meet the 
Italian threat 
head on. 
Picture by Huw 
Evans Agency. 


B UOYED by their gutsy 16-6 
backs-to-the wall win in 
Paris, and an early vote of 
confidence from the coaches, the 
Welsh team set off for Rome today 
with new-found self-belief, as Six 
Nations hostilities resume this 
weekend. 

Though clearly elated by finally end¬ 
ing an eight-match losing run, albeit 
by narrow margins, and atoning for 
the dismal first half display against 
Ireland that prematurely ended all 
hope of retaining the Grand Slam and 
Triple Crown won last year, they know 
they will need to be very wary of Italy, 
who can no longer be regarded as 
international ‘push-overs’. 

After all, the Italians also have 
France’s scalp hanging from their belt 
and, notwithstanding their heavy 34- 
10 defeat by the Scots in Edinburgh, 
will be a far different proposition on 
home soil. 

While it is true that Wales have won 
16 of the 19 matches played since they 
first locked horns, including the 24-3 
result in Cardiff last year, en route to 
the Grand Slam - and (in theory) 


should have little difficulty in 
accounting for the tournament 
‘minnows’ once again - victory 
certainly cannot and will not be 
taken for granted 

This is, after all, the Six 
Nations, where anything can 
happen - and often does! 

Not only have Italy recorded 
two famous home wins against 
Wales - 23-20 on March 1, 

2007 and 30-22 on February 13, 

2003 - plus an epic 18-18 draw 
at the Millennium Stadium on 
March 11, 2006, today’s 
Azzurri are a rapidly-evolving 
force, under an astute French 
coach who has added improved 
back play to their legendary strengths 
up front. 

The result is a far more balanced 
unit that no-one can now afford to 
take lightly, as not only France, the 
pre-season title favourites, have found 
to their cost in recent seasons. 

Moreover, they have never had any 
difficulty in running up scores against 
Wales, at an average of 17 points per 
game - amassing a respectable 323 
points over the 19 matches, compared 


to Wales’ 615 total. 

Against that, the Welsh camp can be 
encouraged by the fact that they have 
triumphed in the last five meetings 
between the two nations and are look¬ 
ing to consolidate a return to form, 
while still not abandoning their cham¬ 
pionship hopes. 

In this respect, no doubt, the Welsh 
camp will have one ear turned to 
Twickenham, where confident tourna¬ 
ment favourites England expect to 
hand the beleagured French a third 


defeat in a row, and also to 
Murrayfield, where Wales’ next oppo¬ 
nents meet Ireland, who were brought 
up short by the English in Dublin. 

For the home nations players, of 
course, the sub-text to the Six Nations 
continues to be the allure of a place on 
the British & Irish Lions tour of 
Australia in the summer. 

In the words of the well-worn cliche 
so beloved of sports commentators - 
“there’s everything to play for” 


AN ABSORBING ENCOUNTER... 

BUT COWBRIDGE RFC SLIP 
TO LOSS AGAINST BARRY 


LAST Saturday, 
Cowbridge enter¬ 
tained Barry at the 
Athletic Field and in 
an absorbing 

encounter lost 11- 

22 . 

Cowbridge started 
well on a dry day with 
the going soft under foot 
and most of the opening 
minutes were in Barry's 
half. 

In the 12th minute it 
took the combined 


efforts of outside half 
Carwyn Morgan and 
wing Richie Howson to 
bundle Barry's left wing 
into touch to prevent a 
score. 

As Barry pressed there 
was great defence by, 
amongst others, hooker 
Connor Boys and second 
row Rhys Jones to keep 
them out. On 18 minutes 
a great kick upfield by 
scrum half Sam Stephens 
followed by a chase 
resulted in a penalty to 
Cowbridge for holding 
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on which Morgan put 
over. 

On 25 minutes a kick 
by full back Elia 
Pellegrotti into Barry's 
22 created a chance for 
centre Huw Llewellyn 
,but he was pushed into 
touch just short of the 
line. Pellegrotti was in 
defensive action shortly 
after that producing a try 
saving tackle on Barry's 
No 8. 

In Cowbridge territory 
an attack up the right 
wing produced a convert¬ 
ed try. Two minutes later 
came an interception by 
prop Dai Breed and the 
ball was moved right 
with a floated pass by 
Llewellyn to right wing 
Howson to beat his man 
and cross the line, only 
for the linesman to rule a 
foot in touch. 

With three minutes to 
half time a moment of 
madness from Barry's 
full back saw him sent 
off for a headbutt. 

Live minutes into the 
second half and a try as 
good as you would see 
anywhere as second row 
Rhys Jones won the line 
out and Stephens spun a 
quick pass to Morgan 
,who then looped with 
centre Huw Lougher and 
then popped a pass to 
Pellegrotti on the burst. 

He broke through and 
then passed to left wing 


Liam Rowland, still 30 
metres out with plenty to 
do; Rowlands went out¬ 
side his man and up the 
wing to score. 

A break from his own 
22 by Morgan gave 
Rowland another run up 
the wing and then a kick 
ahead to take Cowbridge 
into Barry's 22. A penalty 
from Morgan, and within 
a minute one to Barry, 
just kept Cowbridge 
ahead. 

The lead was no more 
than Cowbridge 

deserved, but three min¬ 
utes later Barry's impres¬ 
sive outside centre broke 
clear of the defence and 
crossed for a converted 
try. 

Connor Boys and 
flanker Jac Williams 
gave way to Rhys Price 
and Ryan Hall Carty 
respectively. Price was to 
have quite an impact, 
taking two against the 
head as the front row 
gained an advantage in 
the scrum. 

With just seven min¬ 
utes to go Barry won 
rucked ball in 
Cowbridge's 22; their 
second row drove on and 
released the left wing for 
the decisive try. Alun 
John and Rob Langdon 
came on in the closing 
minutes but Barry ran out 
winners by 11-22. 

There was a great 


atmosphere in the club 
afterwards - thanks to the 
Barry supporters for that, 
you're always more than 
welcome. 

The forward effort and 
all-round defence of 
Cowbridge had been ter¬ 
rific. Barry are a good 
team, and well support¬ 
ed, their front row had 
been very mobile and 
took some stopping and 
yet there was a sense of 
great frustration, not least 
that a bonus point had 
got away. 

Cowbridge back play 
was excellent in parts but 
it is the fine margins that 
win games. Accuracy 
must surely be the word 
to take forward. 
Cowbridge will need all 
the commitment shown 
and more against 
Wattstown on March 2 
(kick off 2.30pm). 

Blood will be spilt but 
that game is a watershed, 
a chance to turn things 
around with eight games 
left including Llantwit 
Major and Pontycymmer. 

Linally we send our 
best wishes, and ear 
plugs, to Steve 
Birchenough following 
his injury, and many 
thanks to Mr Rhys 
Williams for his expert¬ 
ise in treating the frac¬ 
ture. RV/RK 


Under-12s back to 
their winning ways 


COWBRIDGE under-12s got 
back to winning ways with a 
comprehensive 53-31 away 
win at local rivals Pontyclun. 

Cowbridge running full back Ed 
Lewis opened the scoring after some 
strong running by the Cowbridge No8 
Ruben Williams. The next try came 
virtually straight away, a great 
turnover by Jack Dixon gave the ever 
lively Cowbridge scrum half loan 
Williams the ideal opportunity to use 
his infamous double dummy to score 
under the post unopposed; he convert¬ 
ed his own try. 

Cowbridge’s third try came without 
Pontyclun putting a hand on the ball. 
Straight from kick off the side-step¬ 
ping Cowbridge 12, Bamy Langton- 
Cryer, made an impressive charge in 
the middle of the field. Williams fed 
his outside half Evan Thomas, who 
made an incredible pass off his left to 
put Ruben Williams clear just inside 
his own half. 

Pontyclun responded with two tries 
but powerful Cowbridge props Jack 
Little and Oily Croucher both made 
impressive runs through the middle of 
the Pontyclun defence, and slick pass¬ 
ing by the backs put the Cowbridge 
left winger Brad Downs clear. 

Just before he was tackled he made 
a great offload to Barny Langton- 
Cryer to score Cowbridge’s fourth try. 

The boys were now offloading 
before contact and R. Williams drew 
the defender and made a simple but 
very effective pass to put Downs in for 
Cowbridge’s fifth try. 

Cowbridge began the second half in 
great style with a try straight from the 
kick off from Ben Jones, who with a 
side-step and hand off scored the boy’s 
sixth try; I. Williams converted. 

Cowbridge were now putting 
Pontyclun under enormous pressure 


every time they had the ball. Prom a 
Pontyclun clearing kick, Langton 
Cryer made a great catch and set off on 
a side-stepping charge deep into the 
Pontyclun 22. 

Great clearing out by Luke Connor 
allowed I.Williams to feed the backs. 
Evan Thomas made a very unselfish 
pass to allow Ed Lewis to score his 
second try of the game and put the 
game beyond Pontyclun; I. Williams 
converted. 

The Pontyclun team were still com¬ 
peting fiercely at every breakdown; it 
was at one of these breakdowns Penn 
made a great turnover. 

Prom this turnover the powerful 
Cowbridge number 8 showed he is a 
lot more than just a fast hard runner 
with a deft grubber kick behind the 
Pontyclun defence. 

He controlled the ball with a second 
grubber kick and managed to outpace 
the covering defence for a great indi¬ 
vidual try. 

With the game entering the final 
stages, Cowbridge rang the changes 
and Pontyclun upped their game con¬ 
siderably. 

Cowbridge were penalised for off¬ 
side following a clearing kick. 
Pontyclun took a quick tap penalty to 
force their way over for their first try 
of the second half. 

This try motivated Cowbridge to 
get back up the field, and some great 
aggressive defence from the right 
winger Harry Edwards forced the 
Pontyclun attack into some handling 
errors, which allowed I.Williams to 
score unopposed under the post. 

Williams converted his own try and 
with five minutes to go Pontyclun 
scored a couple of consolation tries to 
make the final score Cowbridge 53 - 
Pontyclun 31. 

GJ 







































